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CLUB NOTES 


DE KS5LPS 


By the time this gets published the holidays will be over and we will 
be starting 1996. | hope every TARS member had a very merry 
Christmas and happy new year! I'm looking forward to a great year for 
TARS, | hope you are also. | am always interested in your ideas as to 
how we can make TARS fill the expectations of the members better. 
We will be planning the 1996 activities during January and could use 
your input. 


Christmas Dinner: 

We had a 85 members and guests turnout for the Christmas dinner at 
the Sirloin Stockade. Delores KA9KRD, did her usual outstanding job 
with the prizes and we all had a good visit. Thanks also to Greg 
KB9GNL for making the arrangements for the money grab bag. It paid 
off for Marilyn N9VET, the skill she has developed of going through 
my wallet in the dark and picking out the 10's and 20's certainly paid 
off! I'm surprised she or no one else found the twenty. (Yes, | know I'll 
pay for that crack!) Next year we are going to look for a larger 
location since we were a little snug. It looked like we were going to 
have enough space as of the day of the dinner, but fortunately more 
were able to attend and we spilled over a little. Thanks to all who 
came and made it a fine evening. 


Congratulations to Gordon WR9W - 

McCutchan Award Winner: 
As announced at the Christmas meeting, Gordon Conley WR9W was 
the 1995 McCutchan Award winner for his work with Amateur Radio in 
the Scouting program. Gordon has led a many activities including the 
JOTA which get Scouts on the road to Amateur Radio as a hobby. An 
excellent choice on the selection committee's part. This award was 
established in 1977 by Ellis Carson, VP2KC, in memory of his friend, 
John McCutchan, W9MOK. When Mr. Carson became a Silent Key the 
award program was taken over by TARS. The award reads "The 


strength and progress of Amateur Radio is vested in the hearts and 
minds of dedicated Amateur radio operators who voluntarily give 
of their time and knowledge". A good description of Gordon. 


President's Recognition: 


At the meeting | presented a recognition award to individuals who, 
from my perspective, had made an extraordinary contribution to TARS 
during 1995. 

The text of those awards follows: 


We recognize Charlie Apfelstadt N9GWS for your leadership of the 
community service activities during 1995. In addition to serving as 
TARS Secretary, you coordinated our community activities and 
recruited other members to support an impressive list of public 
service events. Thanks Charlie ! 


We recognize Terry Brooks AASMM for your support in so many 
TARS activities. As Vice President you arranged most of the programs 
and filled in as President on occasion. You made sure our repeaters 
not only stayed on the air but led the effort to upgrade the 7.15. Your 
assistance in publishing Sparks was a great help and your support of 
classes and testing was appreciated by our new hams. Thanks on 
behalf of the Club, 


We recognize Lisa Clements KASVLV for your support of the Tri-State 
Emergency Net during 1995. Your superb net control skills make the 
net run smoothly and your ability to instantly match names and call 
signs makes everyone feel welcome. We appreciate the time and 
effort it takes to perform this important net control function. 

Thanks so much Lisa!! 


We recognize Brian Esche WB9QVR for your leadership of the 1995 
TARS Hamfest. This is a very large job and it produced a fine result. 
Also, your help with Field Day contributed to it's success. 

Thanks Brian ! 


We recognize Bob Henn KASTML for your leadership of our 1995 
TARS Field Day activities. To place fourth in a national competition is 
outstanding. There is a lot of work required to mount a good Field 
Day effort, and ours was first class. Also thanks for the work you put 
in on the inventory of our Club property. We will be able to keep 
better track of it now. 

Thanks Bob ! 


We recognize Greg McLain KB9GNL for your work as TARS Treasurer 
during 1995. This is a job that takes a lot of effort and we appreciate 
all your work to keep up with our funds and books. 

Thanks Greg ! 


We recognize Keith Phillips AA9KQ for your leadership and 
instruction of the license classes and VE testing during 1995. In 
addition, your Editing of Sparks was a big contribution to the Club 
and a full-time commitment. 

Thanks Keith ! 


We recognize Delores Shoptaugh KASKRD for your help with our 
1995 Christmas Party and the Bingo Night. You are simply expert at 
obtaining prize donations and making these two events a lot of fun. 
Thanks so much Delores !! 


The work of these individuals, and of course others, made my job 
more manageable and added greatly to the strength of the Club. 


Weather: 


One of the first activities for the new year will be the development of 
a communication plan for severe weather, since radar coverage and 
county warnings will be coming from the NOAA National Weather 
Service in Paducah, KY starting February 1. An initial planning 
meeting was held at the NWS Office in Paducah in early December. 
TARS members attending were AASMM, WBSFNN, KESYK, KF9RR and 
K5LPS. The Paducah Amateur Radio Club was well represented and 
ready to fill the expanded communication requirements of the 
increased coverage area. Given the large coverage area, the PARA 
hams will be getting more frequent calls to come to the NWS office 
and provide communication. They are dedicated to providing this 
service and are operating two new 2M transceivers (one feeding a 
beam and one feeding an omni-directional antenna) provided by the 
NWS. Some tests were conducted to make contacts via the 147.15 
repeater. They were successful but we will need to determine the 
most reliable method for passing local weather net information on to 
Paducah. This will be tested during January and February so that we 
are ready for the sever weather season. | am optimistic that with the 
right mix of local resources and local weather net, plus a solid path to 


Paducah, we will have a good system. We also need to recognize that 
TARS also holds a responsibility to provide coverage to communities 
outside of our immediate area and our repeater and net will be an 
important link to Paducah for Henderson, Davies, Spencer, Pike, 
Warrick, Gibson, and Posey Counties. Thanks to the PARA members 
and NWS people who met with us and made us welcome, It was a 
good meeting. 


Membership, Dues and Auction: 

By year end we will have gone over 180 members. That is great, but 
remember it is time to get your 1996 dues paid. If you haven't already 
paid them, please be sure to pay them at the January "Auction" 
meeting. I'll leave it to Terry to explain how the auction works, but | 
will say it is a lot of fun and helps out the Club, See you there! 


Two Meter Unauthorized Operation: 

Some very good work was done recently to clear up the unauthorized 
use ofa two meter frequency in Evansville. Radio traffic was noticed 
in early December on 146.55. The communication was definitely 
commercial and was intermittent during the day. Attempts were made 
to locate the source, with good results, by both Charlie N9GWS and 
Wayne N9XXZ and the location was pinpointed on Ohio Street. 
During the holidays activity was again noticed. 

Terry AASMM investigated and was able to observe 
employees making transmissions on 146.55 while he monitored them 
on that frequency. With hard evidence, he contacted the supervisor 
and informed him of the improper radio operation. The supervisor 
took immediate action to take the radios out of service on that 
frequency. 

As it turned out, it appeared to be an “honest mistake". The 
radios were multi-frequency HT's which were for the marine channels 
(i.e. 156 MHz). One of the channels had been incorrectly programmed 
and was off by one digit (146.55 when it should have been 156.55). All 
the radios were "cloned" so each one would switch to 146.55 when 
marine channel 11 was dialed in. 

Many thanks to Terry, Wayne and Charlie for tracking this down and 
correcting it! 
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AASMM’S ARTICLE FOR THIS MONTH WAS LOST IN THE “BIT 
BUCKET SOMEWHERE” 


QRP NEWS 


HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 


Time to make all those new promises of things you will do this year. Every year | have the same resolution and | get better at keeping it every year. 
MY resolution is to have more fun. There are enough bad things happening and life is too short to get caught up in not enjoying everyday. 


OK, back to ham radio. Seems | am still having trouble getting things stirred up on QRP stuff so, lets talk computers today. 


Have you tried the Internet? There is enough radio stuff on there to keep you going for months. | have checked a few “newsgroups” and found 
some good information but for the most part it was like a bad day on two meters. The QRP-L site is pretty good. You can get honest reports on rigs 
to build or buy and even pictures of them with ordering information. Technical assistance is available by writing down your problem and sitting 
back. You will get someone’s attention that can assist you. 


Several manufactures maintain “Home Pages” where you can check out their equipment and download software to use with their digital interfaces. 
Some distributors have their price lists on the air or will give you quotes if you query them via electronic mail. They also provide leads on where to 
find other ham radio related information. 


Ever wonder what they are hearing on a given band in Finland? It’s available. | found a site that will provide you “gray line” information that helps 
when working DX. Another neat site will give you all the Buckmaster Call Sign information. If you don’t know the call sign or it is a new license, a 
site at the University of Arkansas has their site updated from the FCC files daily (I believe). Just type in the name and it gives you all the facts. The 
ARRL has a “home page” that has many interesting features. 


We included out Email address on our Christmas letter and are now hearing from many old friends via Email. Some of them are hams and it is easier 
to do Email than to maintain a radio schedule. But for good old rag chewing, | still prefer the real thing, QRP CW. 


Many of you may know Etta Porter. She recently got her license and is headed for Haiti to be a medical missionary. She is leaving this month and 
will live in a remote part of the country. The widow of Harry Whetstone donated his rig so that Etta may have communication with the outside world. 


The Drake station consists of the R-4B, T-4B and L-4B. 


There is no AC power available so a solar powered station will be required. | have traded the L-4B for an Icom 725 and still have the R-4/T4 with the 
speaker and power supply. We still need some money for other items and | have the Drake twins for sale, $350. Give me a call at 867-7058 if you are 


interested. 
Best wishes to you and your family in 1996 and don't forget to KEEP your resolutions! 
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John W9FHA 
QRP FOLLOW UP 


After writing my article, Bill Cook called my attention to the “TARS” Home Page that his son Collier created. It has EVERYTHING | talked about. A 
super job and a must see thing. Thanks Collier for a very nice job. 
John W9FHA 


De N9GWS 


OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER meeting was held on Wednesday 
Dec 13, at the Sirloin Stockade 


President Bill KSLPS presided over the group of 80+ members and 
guests 


After a delicious buffet and a very brief meeting. Hal, WB9FNN 


presented bill with the ceremonial gavel and a gift certificate. 


Hal also announced that Gordon Conley WRS9W (who was not present) 
was this years winner of the McCutchan memorial award. 


This award was established by Ellis Carson, VP2KC, in memory of 
John McCutchan, W9MOK. They are both silent keys. The award is 
now awarded, and funded by TARS. 

The award reads:” The strength and progress of Amateur 
Radio , is vested in the hearts and minds of Amateur Radio Operators, 
who valuntarily give of their time and knowledge”. 

The principal reason that Gordon was selected is his constant 
effort with the Boy Scouts, patticularly their annual “Janboree on the 
air”. 


A very good choice CONGRATULATIONS GORDON! 

After the awards, we were again entertained by Delores KASKRD, 
raffaling off a lot of nice prizes, and of course the traditional “money 
bag game”. 

It was a great party 

| recieved a letter from the Downtown Civitan Club. 

It was thanking us for our help with “Drums on the Ohio”. 

They asked for any comments and suggestions we may have, to make 
the 1996 drums better. 

Call me if you have any ideas. 

THANK YOU ALL! 


Charlie 


NgSGWS 


VANITY CALL 
Sign Program, 


FCC Form 610-V is Released 
(From ARRL Letter) 


Vanity call sign application FCC Form 610V is now available, but the 
FCC won't accept completed forms for filing until the FCC completes 
their review of four additional Petitions For Reconsideration and until 
the necessary computer software has been installed and checked 
out to handle the expected avalanche of applications. Gate 1 will 
allow individuals or clubs to apply for a previously held call sign, or 
for individuals to seek a call sign once held by a deceased close 
relative. 


Gate 1A will allow clubs (clubs who held a club station license call 
sign on or before 3/24/95) to request the call sign of a deceased 
former club member, with consent of a close relative. Subsequently, 
Extra Class licensees will get to file under Gate 2 (as will Extra class 
club station trustees), Advanced class licensees (and Advanced class 
club station trustees) under Gate 3 and all other classes under Gate 
4 (as well as new club stations who were licensed after 3/24/95). 
Individual or club applicants seeking a new call sign will get the first 
available of their 25 choices. Once the FCC starts accepting them, 
completed applications--including the $30 fee for a 10-year license— 
won't go to Gettysburg nor to any FCC field offices, but to the FCC's 
Bank Contractor in Pittsburgh PA. That's because the Commission is 
using Mellon Bank there a& a fiscal agent to collect the fees, 
something it's not set up to do in Gettysburg. Standard delivery of 
Form 610-V would at that time be made to a PO Box, however the FCC 
also has made provisions for courier or hand delivery of applications. 


The FCC is poised to rule on the four remaining Petitions for 
Reconsideration involving the vanity call sign program. Also, in its 
Memorandum Opinion and Order of two months ago--PR Docket 
93-305--the FCC made several changes to the program as originally 
adopted. Applicants in the 48 contiguous states will be allowed to 
request a call sign from any of the ten call districts, but not from 
available call signs corresponding to Alaska, the Caribbean insular 
areas, and Hawaii and the Pacific insular areas, 


Demand for the forms has been brisk, Responding to 
requests by hams, the ARRL mailed nearly 9000 copies of the 
new form during the first week of December, If you requested 
a Form 610V from ARRL and did not receive it by December 16, 


call the ARRL at 860-594-0300. Hams can obtain the FCC Form 
610V packet (which also includes FCC form 1070V and FCC 
vanity call sign information fact sheet PR 5000, number 

206v) by writing the ARRL, 225 Main Street, Newington, CT 
06111. Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope 
(include one unit of postage for each packet requested). 


The FCC also offers the Form 610V package via its fax- 
back service. Call 202 418 0177, and ask for form 006108. 
Or, you can get the Form 610V packet from the FCC via the 
internet at http://www.fcc.gov/Forms/Form610V or at 
ftp://ftp.fec.gov/pub/Forms/Form610V. Forms downloaded from 
the Internet and printed locally must conform to FCC 
specifications for size, color (white) and print orientation 
(portrait only). The FCC's Forms Distribution Center will 
start accepting orders shortly, but may not be able to 
provide the forms for about one month. Call 800-418-3676 
(FORM) or write 2803 52nd Avenue, Hyattsville, MD, 20781. 


ARRL Bulletin 1 ARLBOO1 
>From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington CT January 2, 1996 
To all radio amateurs 


SB QST ARL ARLBOO1 
ARLBO01 


FCC remains closed 


License Applications Stalled as Budget Impasse Continues 

While budget talks continue between congressional leaders and the 
White House, the FCC remains shut down for lack of funding, and no 
applications for new licenses will be processed or granted until the 
FCC reopens. 

Once the budget issues are resolved and the FCC reopens, it could 
be another two or three days before processing is completely 
restarted. 

The ARRL encourages applicants to be patient and to wait at least 
until the third business day after the FCC reopens before calling 
about pending applications. 

NNNN 


ARLDOO1 DX news 


The items in this week's bulletin are courtesy of Jean Michel, 
F6AJA, Jules, W2JGR, Chris, G4BUE, Tedd, KB8NW, Joe, NJ1Q, the 
OPDX 

Bulletin, the YCCC PacketCluster network and Contest Corral from 
QST. Thanks to all. 


NEPAL, 9N. There have been reports that Shin, 9N1SW, now has 
permission to operate 160 meters. Try 1824 kHz starting around 
2100z. QSL via JH1XUP. 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, A6. Check 14216 kHz from 1400 to 1530z 
for 

A61AN. QSL to Naser Fekri, PO Box 53656, Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates. 


CONGO, TN. Hazel, TN70T, is off the air due to radio failure. It 
is doubtful she will be on the air before departing the Congo in 
April. 


BANGLADESH, S2. Though JA2NQG and JE7RJZ have canceled their 
trip, 

other operators from the Japanese UNICEF Ham Club might be active 
sometime between January 5 and 12. 


CHRISTMAS ISLAND, VK9X. DL8WPX, DL3DXX, DK7YY and DL7UFN 
will sign 

VK9OXY February 4 to 13. They will operate CW and SSB on 160 
through 

6 meters and satellites. QSL via DK7NP. Then it is on to VK9C. 


COCOS KEELING ISLAND, VK9C. The German team will be active as 
VKSCR February 14 to 23. 


CENTRAL KIRIBATI, T31. T30DP is going to Kanton for business in 
early January and will be QRV as T30DP/T31, only on 20 meters. QSL 
via VK4CRR. 


REUNION ISLAND, FRS5. Albert, F6EDF, will sign FR5AK or FR/F6EDF 
through January 19. Antenna restrictions limit his activity to 20 
meters. Check 14190 kHz. 


CAMBODIA, XU. A station signing XU1XX/3 was recently heard on 
14195 
kHz at about 1500z. 


KERMADEC ISLANDS, ZL8. The Kermadec DX Association has been 
issued 

both landing permit and operating license for their 11 day 
DXpedition to Raoul Island slated for May 1996. They will sign 
ZL8RI. The team thus far consists of Chris, ZL2DX, Ron, ZL2TT, Lee, 
ZL2AL, Ken, ZL2HU, and Al, WA3YVN. An operator is needed to 
replace 

Ron, ZL1AMO, who will not be making the trip. If interested, 

contact Ken, ZL2HU. 


FRENCH ANTARCTIC TERRITORY, FT. FRSHR is on Reunion Island 
waiting 

for transportation to Crozet, Kerguelen and Amsterdam Islands, 
FT8/W/X/Z. Departure is slated for February 12 with the first leg 
being to Crozet. 


GEORGIA, 4L. In what may be the first satellite operation from 4L, 
Sergey, UA6JR/3, will sign 4L1R through January 18. Check 145.885 
MHz on OSCAR 10 and 145.890 MHz on OSCAR 13. 


U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS, WP2. Gerald, K9BG and Bob, KSS9'N, will sign 
IWP2 from Saint Croix through January 10. Besides CW and low 
bands 

activity, they will enter the ARRL RTTY Roundup. QSL via home 
calls. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, HI8. Berthold, DF5WA, will sign /HI8 from 
Juan 

Dolio January 16 to February 6. Though concentrating on 160 and 80 
meters, he will be on all bands operating CW, SSB and RTTY. QSL 
via 

DF5WA. 


DOMINICA, J7. Scott, NIJCL, Tom, KOSN, Paul, WC9E, and Jim, 
AASPB, 

will operate from Dominica from late evening January 20 to the 25th. 
Besides all HF bands, they will operate RS-12. QSL via KOSN. They 
may operate from Antigua, V2, on January 20 while en route to 
Dominica. 


VK2SG SK. Sid, VK2SG, became a silent key on December 29, at the 
age of 76. He and Bill, VA2EG, co-founded the Australian National 
Amateur Radio Teleprinter Society, ANARTS, and the weekly RTTY DX 
Notes, later known as the VK2SG RTTY DX Notes. Sid was the first 
Australian recipient of a RTTY DXCC award. RIP Sid. 


ZF1RC STRUCK BY LIGHTNING. The house of Roger Corbin took a 
direct 

lightning strike on December 23, Although it was fortunate that 
nobody was hurt, the lightning wiped out all electrical equipment in 
the shack and most in other rooms. ZF1RC is consequently QRT for 
a 

while. Roger also regrets that his response to requests for his QSL 
cards will be very slow until he can get sorted out. 


THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO. Check out the ARRL RTTY Roundup 
on 

January 6 and 7. Full contest information appears on page 106 in 
December QST. ‘ 

NNNN 

JEX 


EMERGENCY AUTODIAL 


910 WEATHER INFORMATION 425-5549 
911 911 EMERGENCY 426-5511 
912 INDIANA STATE POLICE 425-2266 
913 POSEY COUNTY SHERIFF 838-1320 
914 WARRICK COUNTY SHERIFF 897-6180 
915 SIGECO 464-4750 
916 EMA OFFICE 426-5602 
917 RED CROSS 425-3341 
918 TELEPHONE REPAIR 556-4000 
919 WEATHER EMERGENCY 426-0111 


Indiana Code 35-44-3-12 


Enacted 1977Amended 1994 


IC 35-44-3-12 Sec. 12. 
(a) A person who knowingly orintentionally: 


(1) possesses a police radio; 
(2) transmits over a frequency assigned for police emergency purposes; or 
(3) possesses or uses a police radio: 
(A) while committing a crime; 
(B) to further the commission of a crime; or 
(C) to avoid detection by a law enforcement agency; 
commits unlawful use of a police radio, a Class B misdemeanor. 
(b) Subsection (a)(1) and (a)(2) do not apply to: 
(1) a governmental entity; 
(2) a regularly employed law enforcement officer; 
(3) a common carrier of persons for hire whose vehicles are used in emergency service; 
(4) a public service or utility company whose vehicles are used in emergency service; 
(5) a person who has written permission from the chief executive officer of a law enforcement agency to possess a police radio; 
(6) a person who holds an amateur radio license issued by the Federal Communications Commission if the person 
is not transmitting over a frequency assigned for police emergency purposes; 
(7) a person who uses a police radio only in the person's dwelling or place of business; 
(8) a person: 
(A) who is regularly engaged in newsgathering activities; 
(B) who is employed by a newspaper qualified to receive legal advertisements under IC 5-3-1, 
a wire service, or a licensed commercial or public radio or television station; and 
(C) whose name is furnished by his employer to the chief executive officer of a law enforcement 
agency in the county in which the employer's principal office is located; 
(9) a person engaged in the business of manufacturing or selling police radios; or 
(10) a person who possesses or uses a police radio during the normal course of the person's lawful business, 
(c) As used in this section, "police radio" means a radio that is capable of sending or receiving signals transmitted on frequencies assigned by 
the Federal Communications Commission for police emergency purposes and that: 
(1) can be installed, maintained, or operated in a vehicle; or 
(2) can be operated while it is being carried by an individual. 
The term does not include a radio designed for use only in a dwelling. 


As added by Acts 1977, P.L.342, SEC.1, Amended by P.L.162-1994, SEC.1. 
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CLUB NOTES 


DE KSLPS 


January Auction Meeting: 

Well as usual we had a great time at the January 
auction meeting. Ed Folz K9HIV was masterful as 
auctioneer. | was certainly fooled by his “I don’t know 
anything about this computer stuff act” although he did 
have to call for technical backup occasionally. That 
reminds me, a great big THANKS to Terry AASMM for 
his donation of a giant box of software and other 
computer goodies. It brought a nice return to the club. 
Ed moved us through the assembled ...err “valuables” 
with good speed and the saying “if you snooze, you 
lose” was never more true. Thanks Ed for an 
entertaining and fun evening. In case there were 
others who donated to the club thanks to you also, and 
of course thanks to all who came on a cold winter's 
night. It looked like the weather was determined to 


keep us from having the meeting. | hope no one pulled 
a car door handle off as many doors were frozen shut. 


Ed in the process of extracting the last 25 cents ! 
SSS ery 
Classes Have Started Again: 

Thanks to Keith AASKQ and Terry AA9MM Technician 
classes started January 13. There appeared to be a 
good turnout for the class. Also VE Testing was held 
on January 13. Congratulations to John N9XXK and 
Vic KB9LRX who successfully upgraded. Way to go 
John and Vic!! 


TARS History Articles: 

lam really pleased that this issue of Sparks carries the 
first of a series of articles by Cliff (Mac) McGuyer 
WSCM which tell the history of TARS since formation 
on February 6, 1947. Now we know our Birthday! They 
are very interesting and make us late comers 
appreciated the heritage of the club. Thanks very 
much Mac for taking on this project, I’m sorry it didn't 
make it into last month’s edition. 


Dues are Really Really Due: 
It is that time again, in fact its is past that time. Please 
send in your dues to TARS, PO BOX 4521, 
Evansville IN 47724 or pay any officer or board 
member. Thanks very much to all who have paid. 
Basic dues are $25 for a regular membership and 
$12.50 for seniors. Additional family members are $5 
and $2.50 (Sr.) based on the age of the additional 
family member. Handicapped memberships are 
$12.50 as are student memberships (through high 
school) with voting privileges. Non-voting student 
memberships are free. An application is included 
on the last page of this issue. 


1996 TARS Membership Cards: 
Can be picked up from the Treasurer, see Greg at a 
meeting. 


More Operating in 1996: 

We discussed what our goal should be for 1996 in the 
board meeting and decided that 96 should be a year of 
more operating as a club. We have a good time in our 
meetings but nothing beats getting together and 
operating (occasionally with food thrown in!). Field Day 
is great, but we could create more opportunities for 
operation throughout the year. Contests are always a 
good excuse for operation and we can just get together 
on a Saturday morning at the Red Cross or in a park. | 
believe we could have a lot of fun with a special event 
station for Freedom Festival. Joe KB9GMC has 
volunteered to organize this and it should be a great 
operating opportunity and good publicity for Evansville. 
We will try to set up the situations and we need you to 
join in. After all, operating is what amateur radio is all 
about. 


Net Control Operators Needed: 

During the business meeting | mentioned that we need 
a few Net Control Operators to help Lisa KA9VLV with 
the Tri-State Emergency Net on Wednesday evenings. 
Thanks to David N9SZHD and Joanne KB9LXZ who 
volunteered, and | believe from a discussion with Lisa 
that Dan KB9GNI has also volunteered. Thanks for 
offering to help out. If there are others who would like 
to give it a try, give Lisa a call at 423-1082. 


Congratulations Lisa: 

| understand that Lisa KA9VLV took First place on 
Forms and Sixth place in Weapons at the American 
Pro-Am 1996 Karate Champonships ! Outstanding! 


Membership: 

We finished 1995 with 180 members. 
member has joined in 96. Please welcome: 
Gene Forster KB9LXT of Norris City IL who recently 
passed his Technician class license. Now there is 
another ham in the Forster family in addition to Larry 
WS9ENZ and Theresa K9TUA. 


One new 


ARRL Special Service Club: 

It is about time for me to make out the ARRL report for 
1995. In order to remain a ARRL Special Service Club 
we need to have over 50% of our members as ARRL 
members. We need additional ARRL members in 
order to retain our SSC status. | strongly encourage 
you to belong to the league. At any time, on any band, 
you can find someone grumping about what the ARRL 
is or isn't doing. If you ask what they or their 
organization (if they belong to any) are doing to work 
on behalf of hams and our frequencies, the usual 
answer is “nothing”. We would not have our 
frequencies, or maybe even amateur radio, if it had not 
been for the ARRL’s work. With the pressure on the 
radio spectrum from personal communication, digital 
TV, and other technologies, we need a strong defense. 
QST and all the other stuff come for free. (See new 
220 Frequencies - Bulletin on Pg 6) Please join 
through the club by filling out an ARRL application plus 
your check and send it to TARS or give it to our 
Treasurer Greg McLain. 


Hams Are Great People: 

| know you already know that, but | just wanted to tell a 
personal story to prove the point again. We went to 
Ruidoso, New Mexico for Christmas. On the way back 
we ran into some snow and ice east of Amarillo TX. 
The interstate narrowed to one icy lane and the fog 
was cutting visibility to a few hundred yards. All of a 
sudden | had a blowout on the left front of my mother's 
van, | got it to the edge of the road which was just a 
few feet from the single lane of traffic. Out with the jack 
and spare, then a sinking feeling when | realized that 


anti-theft lug nuts had been installed and | had’ not 
seen the key socket anywhere in the car. With no 
other options | opened the repeater directory and 
turned to Amarillo. | could not bring up the first few 
repeaters as | was 45 miles out. Finally the 146.94 
came back and my call was answered by Becky 
WASDYT. Although | was weak, she copied my 
situation and said she would be back in a few minutes. 
She returned in a short while and said she had 
contacted a garage in a small town a few miles back 
and a tow truck would be there shortly. In fact the 
owner had an interest in Amateur Radio. Sure enough, 
in less than fifteen minutes the truck showed up and 
we had the wheel off in no time. 


Becky really knew how to handle a situation like that. 
To find a garage in a small town 45 miles out of the city 
and make the necessary contacts so quickly was 
outstanding. | only hope we could respond to a 
request on our repeaters as efficiently as Becky did. 
Thanks Becky! 


TARS On The Internet: 
As | mentioned in the meeting and was referenced in 
the January Sparks, my son Collier N9IWD put 
together a Home Page for TARS. It can be accessed 
by anyone who has Internet access at: 
http://www.evansville.net/~wcook 
It is currently under my personal account but | hope to 
obtain a sponsorship from Evansville Online which will 
be a more permanent home. | know that to many this 
all sounds like Greek, but there is now a large active 
community of hams on the internet and we should be 
represented there also. Secondly it is a point of 
contact for others in our community to find out about 
amateur radio and what we do. Finally it might attract 
new members.. Maybe we can demo it at an 
upcoming meeting. If you have an email address and 
would like it listed on the TARS Home Page, send 
me a message at wcook@evansville.net. 


New Sparks Editor: 

You probably noticed that Sparks looks 90 degrees out 
of phase this month. That's because | am doing the 
editing chores. Keith has done a great job for a year 
and is busy with classes and VE testing, as well as 
being Secretary. | had a little time so I'll give it a try. It 
probably will not be as pretty as what Keith produced 
but hopefully it will get the communication job done. 


73 Bll ee wom 


VE Test Results: 

We have some new licensed hams as well as some 
upgrades from the test session give on January 13, 
1996. Those upgrading were John Reburn (N9ZKJ), 
William Wood (KB9LOV), Vic Schriefer (KB9LRX), 
Tom Engelgau (KB7OPG), and John McCormick 
(N9XXK). Those earning a new license were Ken 
Butterick (KBOMMW), Mike Schmeing (KF4GDZ), 
Craig Lane (KB9MMX), Mark Westheiderman 
(KB9MMY), and Jim Goldenberg (KB9MMZ). 
Congratulations to the upgrades and those earning 
their very first license. We hope you enjoy your new 
band privileges and first licenses. 


New Classes - Still Not Too Late 

There is a new novice/technician theory class that has 
just started. There have been two class sessions so 
far and it's not to later to get someone in. The class is 
being instructed by Keith (AASKQ), who has an 
excellent student pass rate. If you know of someone 
that is wanting to earn their first license contact Keith at 
425-3012 or myself at 421-9135. As usual the classes 
are being held at 9 am Saturday mornings at the 
Evansville Red Cross located at the intersection of 
Diamond Ave. and Heidelbach. There is no charge for 
the class and there will be a test session at the 
conclusion of the classes. 


Weather Communication 

February is here and the Evansville Office of the 
National Weather Service has now closed. February 1, 
1996 was the last day of operation and they have 
pulled the plug on the local radar and other equipment. 
At this time all Evansville area weather services are 
being handled by the Paducah National Weather 
Service. The only local services are being provided by 
the local radio and television stations. Our Prez. Bill 
(KSLPS) and | have been to the Paducah office and 
are working on the best way to assist in providing 
weather service and information to the local 
community. We have an offer from a local television 
station that has their own Doppler radar installed on 
their tower in Evansville. Bill has been in contact with 
the ARRL and is working on ways to conduct a 
weather net that would comply with the rules and 
regulations. 


February Meeting: 

This brings us to the presentation this month. See how 
easily | slid into that ? Our own weather guru, Jeff 
Lyons (KB9GMH), is going to be at the February 
meeting to tell us about the weather services and 
how they will be provided to Evansville and the 


surrounding areas. Jeff in addition to being a TARS 
member, is a meteorologist with WFIE television. Jeff 
and other local meteorologists will have to fill the gap 
with the closing of the local weather bureau. | haven't 
had the pleasure of looking over his weather gear at 
the station but he seems to do a darn good job when 
bad weather approaches. | have asked Jeff to attend 
the meeting in February and he is going to squeeze it 
in between the news and weather shows at the station. 
We may have to change the format of the meeting in 
order for Jeff to make his presentation and return to 
work. 


Weather Spotter Class ? 

Seems like the weather is the dominating topic this 
month but we feel there is a need to address some 
issues due to the weather bureau closing. There has 
been some discussion on holding another weather 
spotter class for our members. | think it has been 
some time since that has been done and maybe we 
need to make plans for another class. I'm sure we 
have new members that have not attended one, or 
there have been changes in the format of the current 
Operating procedures. If you would be interested in 
attending an official weather spotter class please get 
with me and | will attempt to set one up. We should be 
able to have it at the Red Cross if one of the 
classrooms is available, All this would depend on the 
number of people attending and if the Red Cross has 
something else scheduled on the dates the instructors 
are available. Should the Red Cross not be available | 
will search for another location that would suit our 
needs. Please see me if your are interested. | will 
need to know the number of members who are willing 
to attend. 


Meeting Topics Please ? 

With the new year here | need more suggestions on 
monthly meeting presentations. One of the most 
difficult duties | have is to try to think of topics that 
members will enjoy. The problem is that not many take 
to time to relay to me what they want or are willing to 
speak on. |'ve heard of some members feeling “left 
out" because | didn't ask them to speak on a topic but 
found someone else. It seems they became upset that 
| found someone else to speak on something they 
wanted to talk about. Come on folks I'm not a mind 
reader ! If there is something you want to present to 
the members let me know and | will try to work it in. No 
problem...... 


Terry 


AASMM 


TREASURER’S JANUARY REPORT 


Beginning Balance $3812.33 
Auction Proceeds +$128.64 
Membership Dues +$520.00 
Interest +$7.88 
Ending Balance $4468.85 


QRIP News 


About this time every year | begin to get cabin fever 
and start dreaming about warm weather activities. For 
my XYL, Pam and myself, this leads to dreaming about 
camping and trips to somewhere else. Of course, | 
never go camping without my radio and then | need a 
good antenna for my QRP operation. Saw just what | 
needed in this issue of QST. It is an off center fed 
antenna, 69 feet long fed with 300 or 450 ohm line to a 
4-1 current balun. It will be compatible with my QRP 
Classic radio which covers the 20 and 40 meter bands. 
This antenna will cover 40, 20 15 and 10 meters 
without a tuner. | think it will cost about $50 to build 
including the feed line. I'll give a try and let you know 
how it works. The balun | need is in the Radio Works 
catalog which | got via an Email request. Seems | am 
spending more time at this keyboard than at the radio 
these days. Been keeping in touch with some old radio 
buddies around the country side and Email beats the 
lousy band conditions we are experiencing. Found a 
new site on the Internet which allows me to look at 
sunspot activity. propagation studies, ionosphere 
activities etc. This type of information was only 
available to scientists only a few years ago. Now we all 
can use it for the price of an Internet connection. This 
TECHNOLOGY stuff is wonderfull!!! How glad | am 
that | started in radio as a teenager and was exposed 
to all these developments. 


Anyone interested in some "day in the park" activity? 
We can swap lies, show off mobile radio installations, 
QRP. rigs or just talk about radio stuff. | am certain 
there a lot of unanswered questions out there and we 
have some "experts" that could help resolve your radio 
problems. Let me know and | will be glad to host such 
an activity. 


Time to wrap this up and get it off to our President Bill 
(Cook, that is). If you are on the Internet, be sure to 
look up a new guy the "Ham Station". Their address 
is, http://www.evansville.net/~hamstat. 
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MINUTES OF JANUARY MEETING 


Report Not Available 


Well, here it is almost the middle of January and time to 
write another column. Supposed to be on RACES but it is 
now 8:05 AM Evansville time and | am sitting here watching 
the sun start to rise over the mountains east of Silverthorne, 
Colorado. Everyone else is still asleep and | am sitting here 
with my "new" laptop computer trying to think of what to write 
and enjoying the use of a friends condo which puts us close 
to skiing and all the other great features of the mountains in 
winter. The snow is deep but the roads are pretty well clear 
and there is no problem getting around. 


When we are on the road, we always carry our HTs with us, 
even when skiing. Here in Silverthorne, the Breckenridge 
repeater (on 147.79 by golly) has fantastic coverage with 
only 100 mw and an open autopatch which makes it easy to 
stay in touch with whoever is sitting with the babies at the 
condo. In addition, this repeater is part of what is called the 
“Colorado Connection" , a system that covers about 80% of 
Colorado with state of the art communications. When you 
talk with someone on the Connection, unless you know them 
or they tell you where they are, you have to ask what 
repeater they are accessing. It is impossible to tell which 
repeater is being accessed, And there is no club behind it, 
simply a lot of hams who want a wide area system and won't 
settle for anything but the best. Most of the links are located 
on high mountain passes which are all but inaccessible in 
the winter and which depend on solar power to keep them 
working. 


| hope the winter weather in Evansville has not caused too 
many problems as | know there have been a couple of 
snowy days since we left but | gathered from a QSO on 40 
meters a couple of days ago that at least one was not too 
bad, 


But remember that spring is not too far off and with the 
coming of spring we can expect severe weather. This 
means we will need to be activating weather nets and 
working with the national Weather Service in Paducah for 
weather warnings. DO NOT be afraid to start up a net! If 
there is bad weather in the area everyone needs to know 
about it. Don't worry about being a bit slow in writing down 
calls or not having the complete preamble for a net handy. 
Take control and organize incoming information even if you 
don't know how to get it to Paducah. Having information on 
the air is helpful to all area hams and sooner or later 
someone who can contact Paducah will come along to help. 
| believe cutover to Paducah is about Feb 1 but | am not 
sure. Listen to the Wednesdasy night net and come to club 
meetings for current information. 


‘And be sure you keep your equipment up and batteries 
charged so you are ready when the power goes off! 


It is now about 6 PM Evansville time and we had a super 
day, skiing in the Eagles Nest Wilderness area. Bright sun 
and temperatures in the mid 40's. At lunch time it was 85 
degrees on the south side of the condo and 42 on the north 
side. And | was quickly reminded that it takes a lot more to 
ski at this elevation than it does in Evansville. | guess | 
missed the best meeting of the year last night but that's the 
way it goes, Looking forward to seeing you in February. 


Well | am now back home and find the January meeting was 
delayed a week due to weather and | still missed it. Was 
going to mail this to Keith earlier but realized we would be 
back before deadline so waited. Now he won't have to 
keyboard the whole thing over again. 
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TARS HISTORY 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS IN EVANSVILLE 
By Clifford McGuyer, W9CM Ex WSDGA, W9FC. 


About ten years ago | was asked to write an article for 
"SPARKS" concerning the origin of the "Tri-State 
Amateur Radio Society, Inc.". After attending the 1995 
TARS Christmas Party decided that article should be 
updated for members joining later. We must start prior 
to WWII and my contribution will cover the very late 
30's. 


There was a local club called the Evansville Amateur 
Radio Society, EARS, prior to my attaining an Amateur 
License, | know nothing about that club. 


My first involvement came with the Southern Indiana 
Amateur Radio Club, SIARC that met on Fulton 
Avenue at the Venetian Blind Shop of Ed Carpenter 
W9???. Later the meetings were held at the home of 
W9QLW and finally at the National Youth 
Administration Building on Wabash Avenue. The Club 
call was W9PWY. "QRZ" was the monthly club bulletin 
put out by Editor W9YFL with W9QLW, W9EHZ and 
W9CM Ex W9DGA, W9FC. On December 8, 1941 a 
one page "Special Edition" was sent to the 
membership. Following is a copy. 


"QRZ" SPECIAL EDITION 


We take it for granted all hams know the FCC 
regulations that temporarily suspended ham operation 


until further notice. We suggest you monitor WIAW for 
any further information. As they stated, leave your 
antenna up and do not dismantle your rigs . 


We have received information from Mr. McConnell, 
WSHPS, in charge of Police Radio, that in the near 
future all amateurs in Evansville and Vanderburgh 
County will be expected to register at the Police 
Department. Information desired will be name, 
address, call sign, transmitter line up, transmitting 
frequencies and type of services available. 


As you know amateur operation will is permissible if 
necessary and so desired by State or Local authorities. 
Those amateurs to be designated by proper authority 
only. There is a possibility that a few stations may be 
asked to cooperate with local authorities in this respect. 


We ask the cooperation of all local hams in any task 
that may arise. 
E. Cartwright, W9QLW, W9PWY. Emergency 
Coordinator. Evansville, Indiana. S. |. A. R.C. 


That was the end of SIARC. 


Most all amateur radio operators went all over the 
world in military service, defense works police radio, 
and teaching The amateur radio license was a plus for 
military communications, as your writer experienced. 


Somewhere near the end of 1946, after receiving 
permission from the FCC to resume amateur radio 
Operation, several persons discussed organizing a 
club. They were Howard Campbell, SWL, later W9JFUJ, 
Morton Silverman, W9GJ and myself W9CM. A 
meeting was planned for February 6, 1947, 7:00 PM at 
the Spaghetti Bowl located at Second and Sycamore 
Streets. Nineteen persons attended for the purpose of 
forming an Amateur Radio Club. The following were in 
attendance: John McCutchan, W9MOK, Victor 
Chamberlain, W9BBC, Lawrence Forster, W9ENZ, 
Keith Johnson, W9JEU, Sheldon Lloyd, W9HC, Carl 
Nienaber, Ex W9AAY, Darwin Covert, W9KVE, Neff 
Cox, WS9MDX, Al Schoettlin, W9UMS, Harold 
McClellan, W9FS Ex W9WNM, Willard Riney, K9QT Ex 
W9SMWM, Philip Hatfield, W9GFS, Paul Robbiano, 
WSNEC, Morton Silverman, W9GJ, Robert Wilson, 
W9GFO, Earl Alldredge, W9UNT, Fred Sawyer, 
W9FJI, Clifford McGuyer, W9CM and Rip Manion, 
Evansville Press Reporter. 


After dinner, the group appointed Morton Silverman, 
W9GJ to act as temporary chairman and W9CM as 
temporary Secretary. 


The first step toward the goal was locating a suitable 
meeting place. W®9NEC was appointed to find such a 


place. WSKVE was asked to provide a_ suitable 
program. 


W9MOK told of his past experiences and history of 
local clubs. He stated a club would be an inspiration 
and make better amateurs in this area. He listed many 
reasons for organizing. 


A financial committee was appointed and W9FS and 
WS9MOK volunteered to incur any necessary expense 
to be reimbursed by the club. 


Motion made by W9MOK the meeting be adjourned, 
seconded by W9GFS. Motion carried and meeting 
adjourned at 10:10 PM. 

Clifford McGuyer, W9CM, Secretary 


Next month 
discussed. 


the organizational meeting will be 


February Birthdays 


4 Mort W9GJ 

2 Gene KE4WYR 
2 Walter KBOMCK 
2 Larry KBOKVX 
6 George WSWBZ 
8 Bev W9BC 

14 John W9FHA 
17 Ed NOXYE 
18 Ron KD4ASX 
19 Phillip NOZEL 
19 Cliff WsCM 
19 Warren KB9SEFH 
22 Jerry N9LDH 
22 Janet NOXYA 
25 Geneva WDSHUN 
27 Charles KB9JQZ 
27 Pat N9ZEM 


1 TARS Board Meeting 7pm at Red Cross 
8 TARS General Meeting - Severe Weather 
(Jeff Lyons) 7:30pm at Red Cross 
24-25 Cincinnati OH Hamfest 
ARRL Great Lakes Division Convention 
25-26 Winter QRP QSO Contest 


BULLETINS 


QST de W1AW 
ARRL Bulletin 8 ARLBOO8 
From ARRL Headquarters 


Newington CT January 31, 1996 
To all radio amateurs 


ARLB008 FCC affirms 219-220 MHz 


The FCC has affirmed the secondary allocation of 219- 
220 MHz for Amateur Radio. The action, for the most part, 
denies a Petition for Reconsideration filed by Orion 
Telecom, an Automated Maritime Telecommunications 
System licensee. Orion had argued to rescind the decision 
to allocate 219-220 MHz to ham radio saying the 50-mile 
exclusion distance between AMTS and amateur operations 
was insufficient to protect primary AMTS operations from 
harmful interference. Orion asserted that a 575-mile 
exclusion distance was necessary, which would have 
precluded Amateur Radio operation in many areas, AMTS 
coast stations use 219-220 MHz to receive, and217-218 
MHz to transmit. 


The FCC did agree with Orion's concern that the amateur 
rules do not adequately specify the frequency range of 
AMTS operations. The FCC amended its rules to 
specifically call attention to the fact that one must look at 
217-218 MHz assignments to know what AMTS coast 
stations are operating in a given area. 


ARRL Executive Vice President David Sumner, K1ZZ, says 
the League ispleased that the FCC reaffirmed its 
commitment to provide some relief to the Amateur Service at 
219-220 MHz to offset the loss of access to 220-222 MHz. 
He says the ARRL has a procedure in place to ensure that 
amateurs planning to use 219-220 MHz are aware of 
theirobligations to avoid harmful interference to other 
services. 
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OFFICERS: 

PRESIDENT Bill Cook- KSLPS 853-5806 
VICE PRESIDENT Terry Brooks - AA9MM 421-9135 
SECRETARY Keith Phillips - AAQKQ 425-3012 
TREASURER Greg McLain - KB9GNL 422-8459 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Gordon Conley - WR9W 479-7391 
Brian Esche - WBSQVR 473-5602 
Bill Hilyerd - K4LRX 502-826-2687 

John McCormick - NSXXK 424-6364 

Jim Moore - WD9EDH 853-6848 

Joe Salee - KB9GMC 479-7302 


Sparks is Published monthly and is the newsletter of the 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
P.O.BOX 4521, Evavsville, IN 47724 
Editor's address: 


6400 Pfafflin Lake Blvd.,Newburgh IN 47630 
Phone 812 853 5806 (also FAX) 
Email: wcook@evansville.net 


TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 
1996 P.O. BOX 4521 EVANSVILLE, IN 47724 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Please fill out if you want to join TARS. If you are already a member, fill out to update records. 


Name Call License Class 
Address Telephone 
City State Zip 
How long have you been a ham? Are you an ARRL member? 


What is your occupation? 


Do you have any portable or emergency equipment? 


Use back of form if needed to list special equipment and talents. 


Do you check into any nets? Which ones (list) 


What is your favorite type of amateur activity 


What type of programs would you like to have at TARS meetings? 


Do you plan to use the TARS repeaters? Which ones? 


2 Meter Phone Patch ATV Packet Node? 


“| Regular member ... $25,00 
Add‘ family member/full 
¢ membership privileges $5.00 
-__ Associate member .. $25.00 
__~ Add’! family member/full 
membership privileges $5.00 
Senior Member .... $12.50 


If you had an Autodial slot last year, what is it? 
What was the telephone number assigned to this slot? 


If you want an Autodial slot for 7996, list the phone number you want 
assigned to it 
Same as last year? 


Addl family member/full 

- “membership privileges $2.50 
» Student member(thru High 
School-no voting .. FREE 
© Student member/full 
membership privileges $12.50 
Handicapped member 


Please mail this application with your check payable to TARS to 


TARS 
PO Box 4521 
Evansville, IN 47724 


or give to any club officer. 


Club Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of each month at the Red Cross, corner of Diamond and Heidelbach, at 7:30 P. M. 


Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
PO Box 4521 NONPROFIT ORG. 


Evansville, IN 47724 U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 
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February Meeting: 

“Weather” sure brought a great turnout for the February 
meeting. Jeff Lyons KB9GMH played to a SRO crowd of 
over fifty. They came to hear Jeff talk about weather 
communication now that forecasts, watches and warnings 
are coming from the NWS in Paducah KY. Based on 
discussion in the meeting, we plan to activate a weather net 
on advice from the weather staff at Channel 14 They will 
assess whether severe » = 
weather will be affecting 
the tri-state since watches 
and warnings do not 
always predict the need for 
a net. Jeff will establish 
criteria that will be used to 
“activate the net”. At this 
time the plan is to have a 
Net Control, operate from 
home and immediately 
activate the net. A second 
ham will travel to WFIE 
Channel 14 to observe the 
Doppler Radar and 
provide input to the net. A list of volunteers has been 
generated for each of these positions. If you are interested 
in being on the roster for either of these positions please 
contact Terry AASMM or me. We also discussed the need 
for a detailed weather spotter class and Terry is working on 
that. Thanks Jeff for a very interesting talk and 
volunteering to provide an operating position at Channel 
14. Now we have to get organized to respond! 


Volunteers for three weather related functions were taken in 
the meeting and are listed below: 


Weather Net Control (from home station) 
KSLPS, WB9FNN, WB9QVR, KB9LXZ, N9ZHD, KAQEIV 
KASVLV 


Doppler Station (Channel 14) 

K5LPS, KFORR, N9QVB, W9NJE, WB9FNN, WB9QVR, 
N9RAH, KB9LFL, N9ZHD, KB9LXZ, N9TCV, KE4OXZ, 
AASMM 


Spotters 

KS5LPS, KB9KVX, KF9RR, N9QVB, W9NJE, WD9HUN, 
WBSFNN, WB9QVR, N9ZHD, KB9LFL, N9TCV, KE40XZ, 
N9XXZ, KD5AT, AASMM 


THE TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 


MARCH 1996 


Those who signed up for weather spotter class were: 
K5LPS, KA9AZS, WN9HRB, KB9RR, WONJE, WD9HUN, 
N9XXK, WB9FNN, N9RAH, N9YSH, N9ZHD, KB9LFL, 
WB9QVR, WICVN, N9TCV, KB9LRW, KE40XZ, KD5AT, 
K4LRX, KB9GNL, AASMM 


Thanks to all who volunteered and if others are interested in 
working in any of the weather net functions or would like to 
attend a weather spotter class, please contact Terry AA9MM 
421 9135 or me 853 5806. 


Just a reminder about repeater usage during a severe 
weather net. Try to make your transmissions short and 
specific. There is a reasonable probability that someone will 
need to check in with urgent traffic during a storm. Also be 
sure there is an extended pause during exchanges to allow 
checkins. We are fortunate to have the 146.79 repeater to 
handle general communication while the 147.15 is occupied 
with a weather net. 
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March Meeting: 

Terry AASMM reports that the March meeting program will be 
on Emergency Services Message Handling and will be 
presented by Pam Crasher WB9EAF of the Red Cross. 
The meeting will be at 7:30PM on March 14 at the Red Cross 
as usual. Terry has been moving for the last few days and 
he did not have a computer up to “word process” his monthly 
article. I'm sure he will be back at it next month. 


LAST Issue of Sparks! 

That's right. This is the last issue of Sparks if you have not 
paid your 1996 dues. The address label on this issue shows 
your membership year. If it doesn't say 1996 this will be your 
last copy of Sparks. (This all assumes my roster information 
is correct and | have been known to occasionally miss type 
the dues data Greg gives me, so... if | have it wrong, give me 
a call.) Please send your dues to TARS, PO BOX 4521, 
Evansville IN 47724 or pay any officer or board member. 
Thanks very much to all who have paid. Basic dues are $25 
for a regular membership and $12.50 for seniors. Additional 
family members are $5 and $2.50 (Sr.) based on the age of 
the additional family member but these family memberships 
do not receive Sparks. Handicapped memberships are 
$12.50 as are student memberships (through high school) 
with voting privileges. Non-voting student memberships are 
free. An application is included on the last page 


of this issue. 


New repeater codes will be published in the April 
Sparks and be effective April 6th. 


TARS History Articles: 

The second of a series of TARS history articles by Cliff 
(Mac) McGuyer WSCM is included in this issue. We were 
almost named the Tri-State Mike and Key Club! Also see the 
letter from W9UNT which was supplied by Jim K9JQN. 


Health and Welfare: 

Blanche KAQEIV has generously agreed to continue to take 
care of sending cards and flowers, on behalf of TARS, in 
cases of sickness or bereavement. She could use our help 
by letting her know of situations where cards or flowers would 
be appropriate. 


Repeater News: 

* Good news, Terry AA9MM will be allowed to keep his 
443.4 repeater on top of the Riverside Apartments. It is 
operating temporarily from the Red Cross. 

« There is a new repeater on the Channel 25 tower in 
Henderson on 444.725+ with PL 203.5 (KA4NCX), 

= The Henderson ARC has approved money to buy a new 
amplifier for the 145.49 repeater. This should return this 
repeater to the wide area coverage that it had before the 
failure of the amp. 

= There are occasional packet signals being heard on 
147.15. It is not coming through the repeater, | have 
also had reports that there is an occasional packet burst 
on other local repeaters and popular simplex 
frequencies, At least one way this can occur is to have a 
radio, which is set up for packet, then be switched into 
scan, If the TNC is set up to beacon or otherwise 
originates a transmission then it gets transmitted on what 
ever frequency is being scanned. 


Freedom Festival Special Event Station: 

Joe KB9GMC is working on the plans for this operating 
activity. The operating time is now set for Saturday and 
Sunday June 1st and 2nd. | think this is going to be a fun 
activity and good publicity for Evansville. | was listening to 
the Mardi Gras Special Event Station from New Orleans 
recently and it was creating a big pile up. Please be sure to 
read Joe's article in this issue under the W90G Operating 
section. 


Transmitter Hunt: 

As announced in the meeting Brian WB9QVR and Joe 
KB9GMC are working on a transmitter hunt. We have had 
fair warning, now to get that direction finding gear working. 
This should be a lot of fun. Thanks Brian and Joe for taking 
the lead on this. 


Tri-State Emergency Net: 

Thanks to the new Net Control Operators who are starting to 
help Lisa KA9VLV with the net. David N9ZHD and Dan 
KB9GNI have both had a turn at the wheel and Joanne 
KB9LXZ is getting ready. Thanks to all for offering to help 
out. If there are others who would like to give it a try, give 
Lisa a call at 423-1082, The net meets each Wednesday at 
8:00 PM CST on the 147.15 Repeater. There were 145 
checkins for February. (My spell checker keeps trying to 
substitute “chickens” for “checkins” - the Editor) 


Membership: 

Please welcome the following three new members: Joanne 
Alexandrovich KB9LXZ, plus Herbert Alvey and Michael 
Yates who are in the current class and should be sporting 
new calls soon. 


1996 TARS Membership Cards: 
As a reminder, you can pick up your membership card from 
the Treasurer, see Greg at a meeting. 


ARRL Special Service Club: 

It is about time for me to make out the ARRL report for 1995, 
In order to remain a ARRL Special Service Club we need to 
have over 50% of our members as ARRL members. We 
need additional ARRL members in order to retain our SSC 
status. | strongly encourage you to belong to the league 


NSGWS Reports In 

We received a postcard from Charlie showing a nice beach 
photo of South Padre Island with the following message 
dated 2-8-96 "This could become addictive! 83° Yesterday, & 
86° Today. See you at the March meeting”. 


TARS Internet Home Page: 

If you have Internet access, check out the TARS Home Page 
at: http://www.evansville.net/~wcook. If you would like 
your email address listed on the home page please send a 
note to me at: wcook@evansville.net 


TARS Factoids: 

Here is a breakdown of the TARS membership by license 
class: Extra 29, Advanced 29, General 36, Tech+ 15, and 
Tech 70. 


73 Bill 000 ame a= 


MINUTES OF FEBRUARY MEETING 


7:34 Called to order by Bill KSLPS followed by Introductions 
(The regular business meeting was postponed until after the 
speaker, due to scheduling constraints). 


Jeff Lyons (Channel 14 Meteorologist) spoke of his entry into 
ham radio and led a discussion on weather net 
communication issues. Jeff also offered the use of the 
channel 14 Doppler radar to aid us in locating problem areas 
in storms and use of the 2m station installed at Channel 14. 
(Jeff was extremely well received by all, and answered a lot 
of questions) 


After the break, the regular business meeting was 
conducted. Terry AASMM requested input on the level of 
interest in a weather spotter class and solicited new ideas for 
meeting topics 


Joe Salee reported on preparations for a Freedom Festival 
special event station and it was decided to operate the 
Special event station for only one weekend vs. two, Joe also 
reported on Field Day. 


A question was raised as to what have we done to help out 
(upgrade) red cross's radio system? K5LPS reported nothing 
yet. but would get something going soon. 


A suggestion was made that the Board consider holding the 
auction in summer 


WBSQVR reported on plans for a transmitter hunt. 


Sign-ups were held for :Spotter Class, Spotters in the field, 
WX Net control, and Radar Liaison 


A request was made to develop a list of "Elmers'- volunteers 
are needed. 9:40PM Meeting Adjourned 


TREASURER’S FEBRUARY REPORT 


Beginning Balance $4468.75 
ARRL Processing +$5.00 
Membership Dues +$587.00 
Christmas Dinner +$20.00 
Interest +$8.53 
Sparks Postage & labels -$80.35 
Meeting Refreshments -$48.46 
Indiana Repeater Council Dues -$8.00 
Ending Balance $4952.47 


SAADEC 


CH CALENDAIE 


March Birthdays 


1 Al W9UMS 
2 Peter KB9LKQ 
2 Robert N9XAW 
2 Paul KBSTY 
i Alan NOTCV 
6 Buddy NOTTR 
6 James KASIJW 
7 Russel WB9NAU 
12 Lloyd N9ZEI 
13 Gail KAOZMF 
14 Gordon WR9W 
15 Roger N9LDJ 
17 Mike KASLQM 
17 Steve KA9OKH 
17 Phillip NOXYC 
29 Sherri KB9LFL 
30 Tom N9VYJ 
Apri Geoff KS9HCE 
2 Doug N9YSH 
4 Alan. KG9DS 


2 VE Testing - Noon at the Red Cross 
2 Mammoth Cave ARC Hamfest 

8am Cave City, KY 
7 TARS Board Meeting 7pm at the Red Cross 
14 TARS General Meeting - Emergency Service 
Message Handling. 7:30pm at Red Cross 
30-31 Red Cross Soccer Tournament 


June is going to be a very busy month for TARS members 
who want to participate in group operating. W9OG will be on 
the air as a special event station in recognition of Evansville's 
Freedom Festival, and will also be active during Field Day. 


Freedom Festival Event: On June 1 and 2, TARS members 
will have the opportunity to operate W9OG in celebration of 
the Freedom Festival. The Freedom Festival has been a 
long running tradition in the Evansville area, and we can, 
through amateur radio, tell the world about Evansville and 
our annual festival. If you've been a resident of the 
Evansville area for some time, here is your chance to brag 
on your home and the Tri-State. 


| had a conversation with Jan Theurbach of the Freedom 
Festival Committee. She's a very busy woman, but she has 
already told me that the Freedom Festival Committee will 
print certificates for the special event station. |'ll meet with 
Jan early in March, and | hope to have all of the details of the 
certificate's contents by the March business meeting. She's 
requested samples of other special event certificates; and 
Harold, W9DEO, and Greg, KBOGNL, offered a few of their 
certificates as examples. Thanks Harold and Greg, and a 
word of thanks should also go to Bill, KSLPS, for making the 
initial contact with the Freedom Festival Committee. 


We are tentatively planning on operating from the Red 
Cross, and we should be on the air from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. local time in the general voice portions of the 40 and 20 
meter bands, the 10 meter novice voice band, and on the 
147.15 repeater. We will need several operators and loggers 
to help operate the Red Cross station, and possibly the 
EMA's station as well. All operating will be during daylight 
hours in an air conditioned building, and it promises to be a 
fun time for all in attendance. If you would like to operate, 
log, or contribute in any way to help make our special event a 
success, please let me know at one of the business meetings 
or call me on the twisted pair at 479-7302. 


Field Day: Speaking of air conditioning (or lack of)-- Field 
Day, the single largest operating event sponsored by the 
ARRL, is always held on the fourth weekend in June. Field 
Day is the best of amateur radio: It tests emergency 
preparedness, operating skills, and technical competence. 
It's a contest where the station with the most contacts wins. 
It's also a great opportunity for socializing with other hams, 
polishing operating skills, and improving skills by working with 
seasoned veterans. 


Last year's Field Day efforts resulted in a fourth place finish 
in our category, and 25 hams contributed to our success. 
This year's Field Day coordinating group consists of Bob, 
KASTML (last year's chairman); Brian, WB9QVR; Gregg, 
KBSGNL; and me, KB9GMC. This year, Field day will be 
held on June 22 and 23, and should not conflict with any of 
the major Freedom Festival activities such as the parade or 
hydroplane race. Our first meeting will be soon after the 
March business meeting, so if you have any ideas or 
suggestions for this year's efforts, please let one of us know. 


Joe KB9GMC 


QRIP News 


| had hoped to tell you about my new antenna but........... the 
weather was too cold and we headed for South Carolina to 
warm up. We packed up the truck, took our new tandem 
bicycle, tent and the Scout and headed out. (Yes, | also took 
my adorable XYL.) This trip | used a Hustler whip antenna 
which is MUCH smaller than the Bug Catcher that we used 
last fall. My mobile installation is fairly noisy on 20 meters so 
| put on the 40 meter loading coil and stuck with that band. | 
figured we would make a lot of close-in contacts but was | 
wrong. Most of my QSO's were out of the US! Worked all 
over North America, some Central America and Europe. | 
continue to be pleased with the Ten Tec Scout and how well 
it performs on CW. Have never tried it on SSB but then | 
don't know how to use a microphone very well. (John is 
working on getting his phone speed up but he just keeps 
hitting that barrier - Editor) The Hustler exceeded my 
expectations. It is much easier to change bands and it is 3 
feet shorter than the Bug Catcher. Everything went well this 
trip until........ | tried to enter a parking garage with a seven 
foot ceiling. SNAP there went the 40 meter loading coil! We 
were forced to go to 20 meters and with my noise problem, | 
only made a few contacts. Switched to two meters for the 
return trip home and got tired of the lackluster contacts on 
that band. Had to resort to the tape deck for some good 
music. We camped on two islands off the coast of South 
Carolina and one off the coast of Georgia. We toured up to 
25 miles a day on the bicycle and saw some beautiful 
country. Tried to tour the historical part of Charleston on the 
bike but there are too many cars and cobble stone streets. 
One of the highlights of our trip was the Email from my old 
friend, W9FGX upon our return, Bruce and | got our Novice 
ticket the same day back in March of 1954. He heard CO8EI 
working me on 40 meters but could not hear me. | haven't 
gotten many SWL reports over the years and this one was 
really special, 


After doing some research on the antenna that was in QST, | 
have changed my mind about building it. The balun was 
going to cost $40 and was a 1.5 KW unit. Since | was going 
to run QRP | don't need one that big. Instead, | think I'll build 
a double extended zepp for 20 and have 3db gain. As soon 
as | get the toroid information, I'll start on it and hope to 
review it next month. It should be a good field day choice. 


That's about it for this month. It is time to dream about 
warmer WX! It is a good time to check the field gear and get 
ready to get outside, Need some help with that QRP rig? 
Give me a call. 


MARCH CONTESTS 
9-10., ......2.. Cadiz Silver cup Contest 
. Wisconsin QSO Party 
. CLARA and Family HF Contest 
. Bermuda Contest 
. Russian DX Contest 
. European EME Contese 
... CQ WW WPX Contest 


10-11.. 
12-13.. 
16-17. 
16-17.. 
23-24.. 


RACES 


It's only February 22 as | write this and Jeff just forecast the 
possibility of 78 or more for tomorrow. |.am not complaining 
but getting that warm this early can be the forerunner of 
major storms this spring. We have been lucky the past few 
years having had few "severe" storms. Let's hope this year 
is another easy one. 


But numerous things | have read and seen on TV this past 
week keep reminding me that "a computer is no smarter than 
the guy that wrote the program", and the same goes for our 
Nexrad radar. Almost a year ago Carol and | had the 
opportunity to have a lengthy sit down session with a Nexrad 
operator at the Louisville station and learned a lot. He 
showed us the "learning" process that he has to go through 
to be able to adequately read the radar pictures. After each 
storm period, they review the radar pictures collected during 
the storm and attempt to match it to local reports they get 
from weather spotters indicating how much precipitation they 
have, peak wind gusts and any other data they have. Doing 
this tells them that when they have a certain color radar 
image in this area they can expect about "so much" rain, 
snow or what have you. Same for winds. They call this 
"calibrating" the radar. 


Until this has been done they have to rely on very general 
definitions of the color ranges they see and issue watches 
and warnings accordingly. This is why they have been 
pushing for "snow measuring stations" in the Evansville area. 
The Courier for Saturday, February 17, had a plea for 
reporting stations to volunteer, If you are interested, call the 
local NWS number - 425-5549, or 1-502-744-6440 and 
volunteer. Be sure to specify what county you live in. 


In the mean time, keep your ears tuned to the 147.15 
repeater. If we have a watch or warning issued or other 
indications that a storm is approaching, this is where any net 
activity will take place. And we will need your help. Nexrad 
in Paducah CAN NOT see what is on the ground in 
Evansville or how hard the rain is falling. But you can. 
Remember that unless someone tells it what it is seeing that 
first time, the radar can only guess based on what happened 
somewhere else under different conditions. 
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Have You Listened To Simplex Lately? 


By Barry Tate KE40XZ 


If you have not been scanning the channels lately you have 
missed a lot of activity on 146.580 mHz simplex. There is a 
controlled net on Saturday nights at 12:00 midnight central, 
0600 Zulu. This is called the Possum Net for nightow!'s that 
can stay up late. Also there is a early morning net Monday 
through Friday between 7:30 to 8:00 AM central. This is 
called the Rag Chewers net. N9XXZ Wayne Wilzbacher 
controls the net and usually is taking early check-ins by 6:30 
AM. 


The possum net has been going on since august 1994 and 
the Rag Chewers Net just had its one year anniversary 
December 1. W3VEM had 29 and it had its five thousandth 
check-in with N9ZKK, Jimmy Myers, doing the honors. 


| have heard a lot of activity on 147.570 mHz simplex being 
used by amateurs on the north side of Evansville. Tuesday 
nights at 7:30 PM the Muhlenberg County simplex net is held 
on 146.535 mHz simplex by KE4PCM, Gene Proctor. Gene 
takes short time check-ins within the local area and between 
7:35 and 7:40 he shoots his beams up north to take check- 
ins around Henderson and Evansville. 


Monitor any of these frequencies for some good 
conversations or help if needed. You would be surprised at 
how many hams are monitoring throughout the day and 
night. Be sure to check in on any one of the nets and join in. 
Newcomers welcome, 
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AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS IN EVANSVILLE II 


By Clifford McGuyer, W9CM Ex W9DGA, W9FC, 


Continuing from last month we pick up the story as 
follows. 


On Friday, March 28, 1947, forty-five persons attended an 
organizational meeting to form an Amateur Radio Club in the 
auditorium of the YMCA. 


W9GJ Ex W9GZ, temporary chairman of the organizational 
committee Presided. The minutes of the February 6, 1947 
meeting held at the Spaghetti Bowl basement towards 
forming an amateur radio club were read and approved. 


The first step towards a club was the selection of a suitable 
name. Five names were suggested by the organizational 
committee including the following. Tri-State Amateur Radio 
Society, Ohio Valley Amateur Radio Society, Valley Radio 
Club, Evansville Amateur Radio Society and the Tri-State 
Mike and Key Club, Two names were added to this list from 
the floor which included Mid-West Amateur Radio Society 
suggested by Mr. Leitner W9QLG from Tell City and 
Crescent City Amateur Radio Club by W9MDX. W9GFS 
made motion that Evansville Amateur Radio Society be 
accepted. A discussion followed with W9GFS withdrawing 
his motion. WSKVE suggested a name be chosen on a 
temporary basis and later changed, if so desired. A vote was 
taken with the name "Tri-State Mike and Key Club" selected. 


W9GJ then read the constitution section by section. The 
constitution was adopted as revised on motion by W9GFS, 
seconded by W9MOK. Motion carried. The By-Laws were 


read and after discussion the dues were set at $4.00 per 
year on motion of W9UMS seconded by WSMOK. On 
motion of W9QLG the club will be affiliated with the American 
Radio Relay League, seconded by W9GFS. Motion carried, 
W9GFS moved, seconded by W9FS Ex W9WNM the By- 
Laws with approved changes be adopted. Motion carried. 


After adoption of the constitution and By-Laws, election of 

Officers was held. The following officers were elected for one 

year. 

* President - Philip Hatfield, WO9GFS. 

« Vice-President - Harold McClellan, W9FS Ex WOWNM. 

* Secretary - Clifford McGuyer, W9CM Ex W9DGA, 
WO9FC. 

« Treasurer - Darwin "Lefty" Covert, W9KVE. 


WS9FS made motion the election of the Board of Directors be 
held over until the next meeting. This was seconded be 
WSMOK and motion carried. 


W9GFS, the new President had everyone introduce 
themselves. The President appointed W9KVE to provide a 
program for the next meeting, April 27, 1947 and W9NEC to 
find a meeting place. 


W9GJ moved meeting be adjourned, seconded by W9Ful. 
Meeting adjourned at 2005 hours. 
Clifford McGuyer W9CM, Secretary 


OFFICERS MEETING 


On Monday, April 7, 1947 an Officers meeting was held. 
There was informal discussion concerning the election of a 
Board of Directors, The following suggestions were made. 


One director be elected from Indiana, one from Kentucky, 
one from Illinois, and one Director at Large. 


The subject of committees was discussed with suggestions 
made to President W9GFS. A telegram was sent to the 
American Radio Relay League inviting a representative to 
speak at the April 25, 1947 meeting. It was discussed and 
suggested a permanent name be chosen with the present 
name preferred. The meeting adjourned at 2315 hours. 
Clifford McGuyer WSCM, Secretary 


On Friday April 25, 1947, eighty-five persons attended a 
regular meeting of the Tri-State Amateur Radio Society in the 
Blue Room of the YMCA. President W9GFS presided and 
minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 


W9GFS suggested a permanent name be selected for the 
club, On motion of W9ANG the club retain its present name 
of "Tri-State Mike and Key Club ". This was seconded by 
WSGFO. W9QLW continued discussion regarding the name 
and W9NEC made motion the selection of a name be 
deferred at the present time and have the Board of Directors 
supply a list of names. Before this motion could be 
seconded W9GWL motioned that a vote be taken 
immediately on each name of those which were listed at the 
previous meeting. This was seconded by W9UMS and 
motion carried. A vote was taken on the seven names 
previously listed with the name "Tri-State Amateur Radio 
Society" selected. 


As suggested by W9GFS, on motion of W9NEC the following 
method be used for the election of the Board of Directors. 
one from Illinois, one from Kentucky, one from Indiana and 
one at large. Motion seconded by W9FS and carried. 


On motion of W4PKX, the two year and one year Directors 
be selected by lot. Seconded by W9QLW and carried. The 
following shard of Directors were elected. From Illinois, 
W9KBA, from Kentucky W4PKX, from Indiana W9ZHX, Mt. 
Vernon The Director at Large was W9UIA from Evansville. 


WO9KVE introduced the guest speaker, Mr. Brooks Short 
WO9DPI, supervisor of the Research Laboratory at Delco- 
Remy Division of General Motors Corporation of Anderson, 
Indiana Mr. Short gave an interesting talk on "Nuclear 
Fission" which was well received by all. 


The following committees were appointed by President 
W9GFS: Program--W9UMS Chairman, with W9AIN and 
K9QT Ex WSMWM; Publication--WSQLW; Emergency-- 
W9MOK; Publicity--W9EVR; Ways and Means--W9GJ; and 
Technical--W9UIA. 


On motion of W9NEC three dollars per meeting be donated 
to the YMCA to cover operating costs. Seconded by W9BLF 
and carried, 


Hartley Hale, SWL was the winner of the door prize, a 0-1 
Ma meter donated by Wesco Radio Parts Store. 


On motion of W9QLW, seconded by W9INEC meeting 
adjourned at 2135 hours. 


Clifford McGuyer WS9CM, Secretary 


To be continued next month, 


News from K6JQZ ex W9UNT: 

Mac’s W9CM TARS history article in the last copy of Sparks 
caused Jim K9JQN to notice the call of an old friend Earle 
Alldredge, W9UNT. Jim had spent several days in 1959 at 
Earle's home in Gardena, CA. Jim had not heard from Earle 
since about 1960 so he used his SAM database and entered 
Earl's name. Earle's new address came back so Jim sent a 
letter hopping he was the “right Earle”. Well he was, and here 
is Earle's reply: 


Dear Jim, 

K6JQZ is the guy who used to be W9UNT. | was really 
surprised when | got your letter. | think | lived in Gardena CA 
when you visited me. | spent 30 years with Hughes and 
retired in 1986. My wife Geraldine died in 1985. We moved 
to Fullerton in 1960, where | had a ham shack in the garage 
with a 60 ft. tower, and lived there until 1986. After 
Geraldine passed away | moved to a retirement community. 


| have enjoyed living in California. | took up surfing and 
became quite a beach bum. My hamming is not too good, 
they don't allow antennas, but they do have a station that | 
can use (W6LY). | designed an antenna that | had in the 
attic, and it worked pretty well, but then they put a new roof 


on the building and it was metal. That killed my hamming. | 
still have a Kenwood TS 120 and a 2 meter rig. 


| had my 79th birthday December 13 and a heart bypass on 
the 14th. I'm recovering OK, but slow. 


Maybe I'll find a way to get an antenna up and maybe have a 
QSO with you. Enjoyed hearing from you. Earle K6JQZ 


Editor's note: Earle's address is: Earle Alldredge, 3186C 
Via Buena Vista, Laguna Hills, CA 92653, Phone 714 951 
2603. I'm sure Earle would enjoy hearing from other TARS 
members. 
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FOR SALE: 

Computer - Tandy VGM 220, 386 IBM Compatible, 85mb 
Hard Drive, 1mb RAM, 3.5 Floppy, Color Monitor. $700 or 
best offer. Call after 6 or weekends 464-8781, Gail KAOZMF 
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OFFICERS: 

PRESIDENT Bill Cook- KSLPS 853-5806 
VICE PRESIDENT Terry Brooks - AA9MM 421-9135 
SECRETARY Keith Phillips - AA9KQ 425-3012 
TREASURER Greg McLain - KB9GNL 422-8459 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Gordon Conley - WR9W 479-7391 
Brian Esche - WB9QVR 473-5602 
Bill Hilyerd - K4LRX 502-826-2687 

John McCormick - NOXXK 424-6364 

Jim Moore - WD9EDH 853-6848 

Joe Salee - KB9GMC 479-7302 
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Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
P,O.BOX 4521, Evavsville, IN 47724 
Editor's address: Bill Cook 
6400 Pfafflin Lake Blvd.,Newburgh IN 47630 
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Email: wcook@evansville.net 
Submissions needed by the last Thursday of Month 


QST de W1AW 

Space Bulletin 003 ARLS003 
From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington, CT February 28, 1996 
To all radio amateurs 

ARLS003 AMSAT segment on tv 


Members of the Phase 3-D International Project Team are 
part of an upcoming Discovery Channel TV program, Eyes 
in the Sky. Keith Baker, KB1SF, AMSAT-NA executive vice 
president, says the cable channel will present the two-hour- 
long special during multiple airings throughout March. The 
segment of the program containing the AMSAT footage 
runs for about 6 minutes. Actor Barry Corbin, who plays an 
ex-NASA astronaut on the TV show Northern Exposure, is 
the narrator. 


US broadcast times (Eastern time) on the Discovery 
Channel are 9 PM, Sunday, March 10, and 3 PM, 
Sunday, March 17. Repeat showings are at 1 AM and 9 
PM, Wednesday, March 20. 


The segment is expected to include members of the 
AMSAT Phase 3-D team working on the satellite at 
AMSAT's Orlando, Florida, Integration Laboratory. Viewers 
will see Baker as well as Dick Jansson, WD4FAB, AMSAT- 
NA vice president of engineering, and Stan Wood, 
WA4NFY, AMSAT-NA assistant vice president of 
engineering, all shopping for satellite parts at an Orlando 
surplus house, Jansson also is shown searching for 
antenna parts in the housewares section of a local 
department store, followed by various views and on-camera 
comments from all three individuals along with shots of 
other people actually working on the new satellite in the 
Phase 3-D Lab. On-location filming for AMSAT's portion of 
the segment was completed last October, just after AMSAT- 
NA's 1995 Space Symposium in Orlando. According to Paul 
Gasek, the program's producer/director at Stonybrook Films 
in Brewster, Massachusetts, the AMSAT segment 
demonstrates that high tech doesn't need to be high cost. 
Baker said the AMSAT portion of the program provides 
another opportunity for Amateur Radio and AMSAT to get 
national television exposure showing what we hams know 
how to do best: being creative, pushing the state of the 
radio art forward, and having some great fun in the process. 


QST de WiAW 

ARRL Bulletin 11 ARLBO11 
From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington CT February 15, 1996 
To all radio amateurs 

ARLB011 Vanity calls delayed 


ARRL has learned that the FCC may delay until mid- 
1996 the announcement of when it plans to open the 
first gate or gates of the vanity call sign program. A 
Commission spokesman says the FCC first wants to deal 
with remaining Petitions for Reconsideration it has received. 
The FCC had been expected to announce opening dates 
early this year. 


FCC vanity call sign application Form 610V is now available, 
but the FCC will not accept completed forms until it opens 
the appropriate filing gates. 


Prospective applicants can get the FCC Form 610V 
package by writing ARRL, 225 Main Street, Newington, CT 
06111. Please include an sase. or by fax at 202-418-0177. 
Ask for Form 006108. 


The FCC's Forms Distribution Center also accepts orders 
for Form 
610V at 800-418-3676. 


QST de WiAW 

Propagation Forecast Bulletin 8 ARLP008 
From Tad Cook, KT7H 

Seattle, WA February 23, 1996 

To all radio amateurs 

ARLPO08 Propagation de KT7H 


Solar activity is still quite low, and last week there were 
three days with no sunspots. No improvement is in sight. 
There may be a rise in geomagnetic activity around 
February 25 and again around March 9 through 12. 


Conditions should be stable for the 160 meter SSB contest 
this weekend, but there may be a rise in geomagnetic 
instability on Sunday. Check WWV at 18 minutes after 
the hour. Every three hours the K index changes. As 
long as the K index is below three, conditions should 
be good. 


Sunspot Numbers for February 15 through 21 were 11, 0, 0, 
0, 12, 14 and 26, with a mean of 9. 10.7 cm flux was 69, 
70.1, 70.7, 70.2, 71, 72.2 and 71.9, with a mean of 70.7. 
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March Meeting: 
Thanks very much | 
to Pam Crasher © 
WB9EAF for her 
presentation on | 
Emergency Service § 
Message Handling. ¢ 
We learned a lot 
about message 
formatting and pro- 
cedures. 

Thanks Pam! 
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Sparks Articles: 

| want to thank all those who contributed articles. It is great 
to have good local material to include. This issue includes 
ten articles by members. To point out a few, be sure to 
read Chris Lantaff’s article on disaster preparedness, it 
has a lot of good information. Also Clifford McGuyer’s 
TARS history article continues to chronicie the early days of 
TARS. Barry Tate compares the Kenwood TM-241A with 
the TM-251A. Bill Hilyerd gives advice to new hams, Brian 
Esche describes the T hunt and Joe Salee covers W9OG 
Operating Activities. Of course there are the usual articles 
by John Small on QRP, Hal Wilson on RACES and Terry 
Brooks’ article. Lastly, be sure to read the guest article by 
lan Lyon, who is a local ham on the north side, on a new 
mode of 2 meter propagation called the April Effect. | tried 
this DX procedure but was unsuccessful. 


Transmitter Hunt!: 

Thanks to Brian WB9QVR and Joe KB9GMC for the 
excellent transmitter hunt. It was a lot of fun. Although 
Brian engaged in deceptive practices that sent us hunters 
into fits and could have gotten us wet in the Ohio River, we 
had a great time. It was a sight to behold! Vehicles with 
very strange antennas sprouting out of them dashing back 
and forth on Riverside Drive and one ham, spinning in a 
crouched position, on the levee near the Four Freedoms 
Monument, looking like the radar antenna at the airport. Of 
course it is hard to achieve that true parabolic body shape. 
| was sure, at one point, Brian had put an HT in a milk jug 
and tethered it some where in the middle of the Ohio, He 
was actually at Old Henderson Road and Tekoppel near 
Howell. Since | do not have a passport to the west side and 
have always been a little unsettled about stopping at any 
place named Dogtown, it was a wonder | found it at all. The 
clues could easily be recycled into the next advanced 
professional version of Trivia, and were only slightly more 
helpful than a call the psychic hotline (which | may try next 
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time). Seriously, we all had a GREAT time and owe Brian 
and Joe a big thank you. Oh yes, the winners: Well | was 
lucky enough to be first, followed by the team of Charlie 
N9GWS, Nick N9WYG and Ben KB9LXX in second place, 
and the team of Allen N9TCV and Bob KB9LRW in third 
place. See Brian’s article in this issue for a full accounting. 


Elmers: 

At the meeting we requested volunteers to act as “Panel of 
Elmers” to help other members. Our first volunteer is 
Harold N9DEO in the area of antennas. | am sure there 
are others who could help with this effort. You experienced 
hams, please volunteer in an area where you feel capable. 


New Members: 

Please welcome new members Matt Boggs KB9MXL. Matt 
is a High School student who lives in Mt. Vernon, Sherri 
Ellison KB9MZE, and Fred Webster KB9MZI and his wife 
Gwendolyn. 


HamCall Offer: 

The Buckmaster Publishing Co. is offering a free HamCall 
CD ROM for every 10 individual photos and signed 
permission slips. They are publishing a ham callsign 
database that includes photos of individual hams and group 
photos of clubs. We will bring a camera to the next few 
meetings and take a picture of anyone who wants to 
participate. When we have ten, they will form a group and 
when we receive the CD ROM we will draw from that group 
so that one of the ten will win. When ten more have been 
photographed a second group will be formed and a winner 
from that group be drawn, and so on. This is a $50 value, 
where can you get a better deal? 


Red Cross Radio Officer: 

We very much need a volunteer to fill this position. The 
support that the Red Cross provides to TARS is extremely 
important and we certainly need to reciprocate by providing 
technical help in the communication area. This position 
requires a person with some radio maintenance skills. 
Repair skills are not necessarily needed but testing and 
troubleshooting skills are required so that arrangements for 
repairs can be made. Time requirements are not large and 
the contribution to both TARS and the Red Cross is great. | 
hope you will seriously consider volunteering for this 
position. Give me a call 853 5806. 


Repeater Planning Committee Named 

A committee has been appointed to plan longer-term 
changes to the TARS voice repeaters. They will recom- 
mend equipment changes, spares, and additional capability. 
The committee members are: Terry AA9MM, Brian 
WB9QVR and Steve KA9OKH 
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ARE YOU PREPARED 
__ Chris Lantaff_ KESYK 


This is the first of a series of articles dealing with disaster 
preparedness, Since we are now in the beginning of the annual 
storm season this months topic will be TORNADOES . 


When a tornado is coming, you have only a short 
amount of time to make life-or- death decisions. 
Advance planning and quick response are the 
keys to surviving a tornado. 


BEFORE A TORNADO: 

Conduct tornado drills each tornado season. 
Designate an area in the home as a shelter, and 
practice having everyone in the family go there in 
response to a tornado threat. Discuss with family 
members the difference between a "tornado 
watch" and a "tornado warning." 


— 


Have disaster supplies on hand: 
Flashlight and extra batteries 
Portable, battery-operated radio and extra batteries 

First aid kit and manual 

Emergency food and water 

Nonelectric can opener 

Essential medicines 

Cash and credit cards 

Sturdy shoes : 

This will be covered in more detail in a following article, 


Develop an emergency communication plan: In case family 
members are separated from one another during a tornado (a real 
possibility during the day when adults are at work and children are 
at school), have a plan for getting back together. Ask an out-of- 
state relative or friend to serve as the "family contact." Afier a 
disaster, it's often easier to call long distance, Make sure everyone 
in the family knows the name, address, and phone number of the 
contact person, 

Tornado Watches and Warnings: A tornado watch is issued by 
the National Weather Service when weather conditions are such 
that tornadoes are likely to develop. This is time to remind family 
members where the safest places within your home are located, 
and listen to the radio or television for further developments. A 
tornado warning is issued when a tornado has been sighted or 
indicated by radar, The danger is very serious and everyone should 
go to a safe place, tum on a battery-operated radio and wait for 
further instructions. 

Mobile Homes: Mobile homes are particularly vulnerable. A 
mobile home can overturn very easily even if precautions have 
been taken to tie down the unit. When a tornado warning is issued, 
take shelter in a building with a strong foundation. If shelter is not 
available, lie in ditch or low-lying area a safe distance away from 
the unit. 

Tornado Danger Signs: Large hail; Tornadoes are spawned from 
powerful thunderstorms and the most powerful thunderstorms 
produce large hail. Tornadoes frequently emerge from near the 
hail-producing portion of the storm. 

Calm before the storm: Before a tornado hits, the wind may die 
down and the air may become very still. Cloud of debris: An 
approaching cloud of debris can mark the location of a tornado 


even if a funnel is not visible. Funnel cloud: A visible rotating 
extension of the cloud base is a sign that a tornado may develop. A 
tornado is evident when one or more of the clouds turns greenish 
(a phenomenon caused by hail) and a dark funnel descends, 
Roaring noise: The high winds of a tornado can cause a roar that is 
often compared with the sound of a freight train. Calm behind the 
storm; Tornadoes generally occur near the trailing edge of a 
thunderstorm. It is not uncommon to see clear, sunlit skies behind 
a tornado. 


DURING A TORNADO: 

If at home: Go at once to the basement, storm cellar, or the lowest 
level of the building, If there is no basement, go to an inner 
hallway or a smaller inner room without windows, such as a 
bathroom or closet. Get away from the windows. Go to the center 
of the room. Stay away from corners because they tend to attract 
debris. Get under a piece of sturdy furniture such as a workbench 
or heavy table or desk and hold on to it. Use arms to protect head 
and neck. If in a mobile home, get out and find shelter elsewhere. 
If at work or school: Go to the basement or to an inside hallway 
at the lowest level. Avoid places with wide-span roofs such as 
auditoriums, cafeterias, large hallways, or shopping malls, Get 
under a piece of sturdy furniture such as a workbench or heavy 
table or desk and hold on to it. Use arms to protect head and neck. 
If outdoors: If possible, get inside a building. If shelter is not 
available or there is no time to get indoors, lie in a ditch or low- 
lying area or crouch near a strong building. Be aware of the 
potential for flooding. Use arms to protect head and neck, : 
If in a car: Never try to outdrive a tornado in a car or truck. 
Tornadoes can change direction quickly and can lift up a car or 
truck and toss it through the air. Get out of the car immediately 
and take shelter in a nearby building. If there is no time to get 
indoors, get out of the car and lie in a ditch or low-lying area away 
from the vehicle. Be aware of the potential for flooding. 


AFTER A TORNADO: 

Help injured or trapped persons Give first aid when appropriate. 
Don't try to move the seriously injured unless they are in 
immediate danger of further injury. Call for help. Turn on radio or 
television to get the latest emergency information. Stay out of 
damaged buildings. Return home only when authorities say it is 
safe, Use the telephone only for emergency calls. Clean up spilled 
medicines, bleaches, or gasoline or other flammable liquids 
immediately, Leave the buildings if you smell gas or chemical 
fumes. Take pictures of the damage--both to the house and its 
contents--for insurance purposes. Remember to help your 
neighbors who may require special assistance--infants, the elderly, 
and people with disabilities, 


INSPECTING UTILITIES IN A DAMAGED HOME: 

Check for gas leaks--If you smell gas or hear a blowing or hissing 
noise, open a window and quickly leave the building. Turn off the 
gas at the outside main valve if you can and call the gas company 
from a neighbor's home. If you turn off the gas for any reason, it 
must be turned back on by a professional, Look for electrical 
system damage--If you see sparks or broken or frayed wires, or if 
you smell hot insulation, turn off the electricity at the main fuse 
box or circuit breaker, If you have to step in water to get to the 
fuse box or circuit breaker, call an electrician first for advice, 
Check for sewage and water lines damage--If you suspect sewage 
lines are damaged, avoid using toilets and call a plumber, If water 
pipes are damaged, contact the water company and avoid using 


water from the tap. You can obtain safe water by melting ice 
cubes. 


Contact your local emergency management office or American 
Red Cross chapter for more information on tornadoes. 


Okay, so where was that silly fox anyway ? If you didn't 
make the transmitter hunt you missed out on a heck of a 
time. My thanks to Brian (WB9QVR) and Joe (KB9GMC) 
for putting this great event together. | was able to chase 
that silly fox for a time and then had to leave for other 
pressing matters. Well, at least that's a good excuse for not 
finding it !_ From the turn out and the amount of fun that 
was had by all I'll bet we have another real soon. Great job 
Brian and Joe. 


New Repeater Access Codes: Go into effect the night of 
April 5th, 1996. The 146.790 repeater access codes will be 
turned on the night of April 5th for use on the 6th. A box 
with all the repeater codes is shown on the last page of 
this issue. For those last minute folks that have not paid 
their 1996 club dues they will find that the repeater will not 
accept their phone patch requests. Also they loose their 
autodial slots and those slots will be assigned to new 
members requesting autopatch slots. It's not to late to get 
those last minute dues paid and keep the autodial slot 
number. Speaking of dues, please find the time to pay your 
TARS dues as well as renew or join the ARRL. We need a 
certain percentage of our members to be ARRL members in 
order to retain our Special Service Club status. Please 
consider joining the ARRL. It has much to offer for such a 
small price. 


The ARRL National VE Exam day is April 27th and testing 
sessions will be held at the Evansville Red Cross. These 
tests are sponsored locally by TARS and are scheduled to 
start at 9:00 am and run until the early afternoon. All VE 
tests will be available and there is no pre-registration. If you 
have been wanting to upgrade now is the time to do so, 
We will have plenty of VE's on hand to help with the 
expected load of applications. Please pass this information 
on to those that may be needing to attend a test session. 
The 1996 ARRL VE test fee is $6.05 which will be 
forwarded to the ARRL. The volunteer examiners on hand 
are there to assist you in taking the test and are not 
compensated in any way. We want you to pass and get 
that first license of that upgrade you have been working on 
so hard. We will be looking forward to seeing you at the 
test session. If there are any questions please feel free to 
call me at 812-421-9135. 


The April presentation will be given by Bob Pointer 
(N9XAW) on the polygraph. The polygraph is a device 
that is used to help detect a deception given by one person 
to another person. Bob is very proficient in the use of the 
polygraph and should be able to provide us with some 
interesting facts. Say Bob, who was the only person that 
has been able to fool you on this machine ? Hummmm, 
maybe if we hooked Keith (AA9KQ) up, and turned up the 
voltage just right we may be able to find out why he just 
purchased a Yaesu radio. Yep Folks, you heard it the 
Kenwood master is now the proud owner of a Yaesu hand 


held radio. Our poor Prez almost injured himself when he 
fell out of his easy chair after finding out that fact ! 


We have several new members that have joined TARS in 
the past several months. To darn many for this pea brain of 
mine to remember so if you see a new face introduce 
yourself and say "HEY". Help us make them feel 
welcome to our great club. 


May Meeting: Make plans for the May meeting folks. Last 
years fall cook out was such a success that we will be 
having a spring thaw-out for the May meeting. We will 
be needing some grills, chairs and other items but more on 
that later. Just get ready, go on a diet and be prepared to 
pig out at the next cook out. 
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TREASURER’S FEBRUARY REPORT 
Beginning Balance (adj for $.62 error) $4951.72 


Meeting Refreshments omitted last mo. -$40.80 
ARRL Processing +$11.00 
Membership Dues +$300.00 
Interest +$8.24 
Meeting Refreshments -$14.76 
Ending Balance $5215.40 


April Birthdays 


| Geoffrey K9HCE 

2 Douglas N9YSH 

4 Alan KG9DS 
12 Tom KAINOO 
13 Ralph K9STX 
20 George N9FMO 
20 Daniel KBS9GNI 
21 Norm AASCG 
25 Robert KB9LRW 
26 Bill K5LPS 
28 Dennis WA2USA 
28 Wayne N9OXXZ 
29 Vaughn K9TJM 
30 Richard WB9SAN 

May 1 Ken NSYAH 
3 Olga KA9SANP 


4 TARS Board Meeting 7pm at the Red Cross 

11 TARS General Meeting - 7:30pm at Red Cross 
13 Bowling Green KY Hamfest 

27 Owensboro KY Hamfest 


QRP News 


Its about time for things, the weather and propagation, to 
change for the better. | have had itll! | am certain that by 
complaining about it, it will change. Fat chancel 
Sometimes it is hard, but you must be optimistic. 


While scanning the QRP stuff, came across a new idea of 
keeping WAS score. If you achieve your goal of a QRP 
WAS, try doing it with less power. Rather than setting at a 
watt or some other arbitrary level, use only that power 
required and track it by multiplying power times the contact. 
As an example: Work a state running one half watt and your 
score is .56, The next state may take 2 watts and would 
count as 2. For two states, your total is 2.5. If you were 
able to work the next three states running .2 watts, the total 
for those would be .6 and your total for all 5 states would be 
3.1. (,6+2+,2+,2+.2 = 3.1) Neat idea, huh? The same idea 
could be applied to any goal using whatever power. One 
station claims to have a WAS score of 46.8 . 


Remember back in February | was going to build an 
antenna? Well, being an old tight wad | just could not 
spend the $50.00. Opted to go for a 20 meter antenna with 
3db gain and minimal expense. It is an extended double 
zepp. It resembles a dipole but is 1.28 wavelengths long or 
44 ft. 9in. each side of center. (A dipole would be only 16 
ft. 6 in. on each side) It is fed with 450 ohm open feed line 
to a balun and then by 52 ohm coax. | cut the feed line to 
about 11 feet and using my RF Analyst, trimmed the line 
until it gave me a 50 ohm match with the frequency set at 
14,050 MHZ. The total length ended up at about 10 feet. 
Then, using a 50-43 toroid, wound a 1:1 balun using 
number 26 enamel wire. (See W1FB's QRP Notebook, 
p.161) Put it in a little plastic box with a BNC connector for 
the coax and a couple of screws/nuts for the ladder line. 
The wire for the antenna came from an old junk transformer 
(wonder where he got that?). Since it is soft drawn, | tied 
one end to a tree and pre stretched it. It may change but, 
that will have to do, The overall antenna length should not 
be adjusted after computing the total length. In summary, it 
looks like an oversized dipole with 10 feet of 450 ohm line, 
to the small box with the balun, and then RG-58. The coax 
can be any length. Seems to work very well and if the field 
day guys want to use it in, it is ready. | like it for contesting 
better than the beam, since you get two directions (it is bi- 
directional) instead of just one. No rotating. Set it up so it is 
broadside to the NE/SW and killem' on 20 meters. This 
antenna can be scaled for other bands. It gets a little long 
on 40 meters (175 ft) but would be very suitable for the 
higher bands. The insulators were made from small pieces 
of Lexan. Best part of the whole deal is, | didn't have to 
spend a penny since all material was on hand. Can't beat a 
deal like that, saved 50 bux and have a gain antenna to 
boot. That's what makes ham radio even more fun. 


72 Yohu 


W9FHA 


Last month's presentation by Pam Crasher, WB9EAF, 
reminded me of something that | learned when | was 
studying for the novice exam: Amateur radio is a public 
service. In an emergency, we will be called upon to provide 
essential communications; working closely with the Red 
Cross, the EMA, and other agencies. Preparedness is 
essential to our effectiveness. 


Our special event station is an excellent opportunity to 
familiarize ourselves with the equipment we will be using to 
provide communications in the event of an emergency. 
Whether you are new to ham radio, or a seasoned veteran, 
Practice with the rigs may make a difference when it's 
needed. Can you find the volume control on the EMA's 
transceiver? 


My meeting with Jan Thuerbach, Executive Director of the 
Freedom Festival, was a very pleasant one. The 
certificates which will be issued to those requesting a QSL 
are still in the draft stage, but progress is being made 
toward a finished product. Jan said that she thought 
operating W90G sounded like fun, and she is interested in 
participating with us. She will also be asking the rest of the 
Freedom Festival group about operating. We may end up 
with a few more licensed hams out of this deal. 


As a reminder, we will be needing operators, loggers, and 
additional support on June 1 and 2 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m, to make this a success. We'll be operating inside the 
Red Cross building on Diamond Avenue using the rigs 
located in the EMA and Red Cross offices. | anticipate 
having a sign-up sheet available for the May meeting to 
reserve your spot for this special event. 


The Field Day group has not met as of the due date for this 
article. The group will meet before the April business 
meeting and an oral report of progress will be given at the 
meeting. 


73 de Yoe KB9IGMC 


APRIL EVENT 


| noticed a radio phenomenon that seems to only occur in 
early April., | am able to work DX on two meters! Last year, 
was the first time | had witnessed this event since early in 
the 1980's. At that time (1984), we noticed that band 
conditions on 2 meters were very similar to those on 15 
meters and we were making world wide QSO's on a daily 
basis. Even those of us using crystal controlled H-T's found 
DXing rather easy. Last year it only occurred a couple of 
times and with 15 meters experiencing poor propagation, it 
was not that good. However, it seems to be happening 
again this year and the contacts are very similar to those on 
20 meters. | must point out that DX is not as easy, but 
stateside contacts occur everyday. | was intrigued with this 
event and spent many days experimenting, trying to 
optimize my signal. | have learned that by holding my HT in 
the horizontal position, 18 inches from my body while facing 
005 degrees, | can usually make the QSO. | had a friend, 
on the west side of Evansville, tune 20 meters while | 
transmitted on 2 and he found my signal to be very strong. 


We both tried to make the connection but he was not 
successful until he faced 030 degrees. It became evident to 
us that, the position of our bodies had something to do with 
the unusual occurrence. Although we both transmitted on 
the same frequency (146.44), we heard our signals in 
different parts of the 20 meter band. Using a Vanderburg 
County map. | plotted my position and drew a line from 
there in the direction of 005 degrees. | did the same for my 
friend and the lines crossed in the coal mine area northeast 
of Daylight. We drove up there and saw the two large 
shovels sitting at the exact spot that the lines crossed. 


We have determined that our two meter signal is bouncing 
off the shovel and meets part of our transmitted signal 
causing a heterodyne. That difference frequency falls in the 
20 meter band, By my friend's location being further from 
the shovel than mine, his 20 meter signal occurs at a 
different frequency. This also explains why the conditions 
were similar to 15 meters in the 1980's. The shovels were 
in different positions and our range from them varied. We 
have ample documentation to prove this occurs but cannot 
explain why it only occurs in very early April. Perhaps some 
of you can verify this event and give me some insight as to 
why it only happens in early April. Remember to adjust your 
heading to aim your signal toward the large AMAX shovel 
NE of Daylight. 
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TARS Transmitter Hunt Review 


APSFL 


Q. What event would cause several local hams to hang 
strange antennas on their vehicles and drive aimlessly 
around Evansville on a Saturday morning? 


A. A TARS transmitter hunt! 


Yes, the long ballyhooed TARS transmitter hunt finally came 
together on Saturday, March 23, Participating were: 


Nick N9IWYG Ben KB9LXX 
Charlie NSGWS Terry AASMM 
Wayne N9XXZ Janet N9XYA 
Hal WB9FNN Carol KB9HDZ 
Gail KAOZMF Jim W9NJE 
Jenny WD9SHUN Bill K4LRX 
Allen N9TCV Bob KASLRW 
Bill KSLPS Bill NSPOC 
Chris KE9YK 


The crew listed above met at Eastland Mall's parking lot at 
9:30 am to begin the search, Joe, KB9GMC listed the 
participants and passed out last minute instructions while | 
prepared the "fox". The setup of the equipment went 
smoothly and the weather (at least for the moment) seemed 
to be cooperating. | turned on the transmitter at Joe's 
direction shortly after 10:00 am and settled in for the 
duration. 


Once the transmitter came up, several participants took 
initial bearings and literally jumped in their vehicles! | asked 


Joe via 440 if anyone seemed to be having any trouble 
copying the hidden transmitter at that distance. He replied 
that he assumed everyone was copying with no problem 
since no one stuck around long enough for him to ask them! 


Joe then met me at the transmitter site and we stood 
around for nearly two hours wondering how the hunt was 
progressing. He and | decided that we should have had 
someone follow the hunters with a video camera. We could 
have had quite show for the next club meeting! 


Stories that came out later told of hunters driving back and 
forth across Dress Plaza, others winding up at Marina 
Pointe, and one who used his body as a shield for his HT 
antenna while standing atop the levee. I'm sure there were 
other even more elaborate tales; however, we assume that 
many of the really good stories may have gone 
unmentioned to avoid embarrassment! 


Since no one had found the transmitter by 12:00, | 
connected the mic to the rig and gave out the first verbal 
clue to the transmitter's location. Unbeknownst to me at the 
time, the mic did not work and therefore the first two clues 
were not actually transmitted. No matter, Bill, KSLPS came 
driving up just as | was giving out the first clue (which, by 
the way, was "London bridge is falling down"). Bill then 
joined us as we waited for the rest of the crew. 


Charlie, Nick and Ben located us shortly after Bill. A few 
minutes later, Alan and Bob showed up. Joe then repeated 
the first and second clues over the 75/15 repeater (the 
second clue was "I've been workin' on the railroad"). A bit 
later, we gave out the third and final clue, "Think of 
characters on ‘Gilligan's Island". Hal, Carol and Gail then 
joined us as did Chris just a few minutes later. Other 
participants were forced to cut short their search due to 
other commitments. 


The above clues were designed to point to the "Howell" 
area, near the railroad yards and a damaged bridge. We 
were actually located at the end of Tekoppel Avenue where 
it dead-ends into Old Henderson Road. I'm sure none of 
the participants expected to find us set up in the middle of a 
closed road| 


After the hunt, we adjourned to the Hilltop Inn for a well- 
deserved lunch and a lively discussion. Eating and ham 
radio always seem to go hand-in-hand... 


| would like to thank everyone who participated and hope 
that a good time was had by all. | know that Joe and | 
certainly enjoyed the chase, | sincerely hope that we can 
have transmitter hunts on an ongoing basis and would 
encourage everyone to join in when they can. Hopefully, 
next time someone else can hide and we'll have an 
enjoyable time finding them! 


73 Stadt WB9QVR 


Kenwood TM-241A vs TM251A 
BY BARRY TATE KE40XZ 


For those interested in two meter communications, we are 
comparing the Kenwood TM-241A with the TM-251A. | like 
both units but | am most impressed with the 251 A. 


Even though each are two meter transceivers they are very 
different. Both units have built in CTCSS encoders with 
optional decoders. Each has three position rf output power, 
50,15, and 5 watts. Both have auto power off control, auto 
repeater offset, time or carrier operated scan, 
programmable vfo scan, dimmer control, and time out 
timers. Each has paging, tone alert, odd split channel 
memory, and reverse function. 


The 241A is a rugged piece of equipment that has military 
specs for shock and vibration. 144-148 mHz tx, 118-174 
mHz rx. Modifiable for out of band use, mars/cap. This is 
one of the few units available with an 8-pin microphone 
connector, not a modular plug, A mHz key is available on 
the 241A of which is not needed on the 251A. The 241A 
has 5 multi function memory channels plus one call memory 


The 251A has bigger buttons on the front face and a simpler 
system to program the unit, The dual system menu almost 
eliminates the need to pull out the manual to program. 40 
multi function memory channels plus one call channel, 
expandable to 200 with the ME-1 (approx. $39.95). | like this 
feature most of all. | am able to program in emergency 
police and fire frequencies to monitor. 


The 251A has so many features that is worth the extra 
money that you spend on the unit. Despite it being a single- 
bander it has dual-band receive capability allowing full 
duplex cross band communications. 144-148mHz tx 118- 
174mHz 300-470 mHz rm. The built-in digital recording 
system enables automatic storing of a signal picked up by 
the 251A for later playback. Two 8-second messages, 
saving someone's call sign or message when you are 
absent. S meter squelch or normal manual squelch is 
available. 


For mobile operation the 251A has two major features that | 
can't seem to do without. 10 DTMF memories for autopatch 
and the microphone can remote control every part of your 
unit through the 16 key- numeric keypad. This includes 
volume, squelch, power output, band, reverse, and others 
including the most valuable feature, direct entry of your 
frequency via the keypad. 


A data connector is provided on the rear panel making it 
easy to hook up to a TNC for packet operations. Either 1200 
bps or 9600 bps. The 251A has a scan mode | use a lot. 
Similar to my handheld Kenwood, a call/memory or call/vfo 
scan, You can monitor the call channel plus your favorite 
frequency at the same time. 


As | said before, | like the front panel buttons bigger 
because they are easier to hit in a mobile esp. at night. Both 
units are the same size in dimensions. | do not care for the 
modular pin plug on the 251A because you have to buy an 
adapter if you want to use a desk mike. 


One difference in these two units is the price. The 
Hamstation lists the TM-241A at $339.95 and lists the TM- 
251A at $394.95. A lot more options for a little more price. 
The 251A is not advertised as much but be sure to check it 
out. Its worth it to me. 


73'S Sany KE40XZ 


Good Operating Ethics! 


To be quite honest with all of you, | do believe that we have 
a great group on operators within the T.A.R.S. club. | have 
seen new hams join our ranks, over the last couple of years, 
and really feel that we, as a hobby, and a club, are growing 
in large numbers, Many new operators seem somewhat 
confused, as to what to say or do first on the air, we older 
ops. should assist whenever we can, and be helpful, but not 
gruff to the new operator. 


Some tips are in order, so you newer ops take some notes 
from an old timer, and be as good an operator as you can 
be. 


Many stations are using simplex these days, our 146.58 net 
has grown a lot, and my hat is off to Wayne N9XXZ, for his 
efforts as net control of the morning gathering. During other 
times when the net is not in session, the frequency may 
appear to not be in use. This is when our common courtesy 
should come forth, "Is this frequency in use"? and of course 
sign your call letters. This is a common usage among HF 
stations, and this practice should carry over to our VHF 
counterparts as well. 


Have you ever given a thought that a local station might be 
on the frequency working a distant friend, that you cannot 
hear from your mobile? You are being a good operator if 
you ask, listen for a few seconds, and ask again, if no 
answer from anyone, make your calls, or try to start a QSO, 


Bare in mind newcomers, we are radio 
amateurs, and not Citizens banders, all 
the 10-4 good buddy talk, leave it on 27 
MHz. from whence it came. We hams 
have our own lingo, and using CB Jargon 
on the ham bands will not win you any 
NO points with older operators. 

PERSONALS |) One may find proper usage of lingo for 
hams in the Handbook, and many other 


= A.R.R.L. publications, yours for the 
asking, and a small price from the league. 


Some newcomers have difficulty with proper identification, 
which is not as much a problem as it once was. Current 
rules require that we transmit our call letters once every ten 
minutes and at the end of the QSO! That is right guys every 
ten minutes, you must sign YOUR CALL SIGN! Not the 
other guys call, but your own call sign. : 


It is good practice however, to indicate what station you are 
calling by transmitting his or her call as well as your own. 
This avoids confusion when you begin a QSO of course, but 


after that point is established, only your call need be signed 
once every ten minutes. Of course the station that you are 
in contact with must sign his or her call every ten minutes as 
well. A good way to remind yourself when operating a 
repeater is listen for the machine to identify itself, which it 
does every eight to ten minutes, This of course is a built in 
prompt, and nothing wrong with signing your call every 8 
minutes or less! 


When operating simplex it is a simple matter to watch he 
clock, get a timer, or just sign your call after every two or 
three transmissions. It is just plain good operating practice 
to meet this simple requirement, and will give you the 
reputation of being a "Good Operator". 


73's Ske K4LRX 


RACES 


While watching Channel 9 the other night, when they ran 
the program showing the floods of 1993 along the 
Mississippi, the thought went through my mind that it would 
not have taken much change in the weather patterns during 
1993 for those floods to be along the Ohio, the Wabash and 
the Green instead of the Mississippi and the Missouri. 
Thankfully it didn't happen that way but it did happen in 
1937 and can easily happen again with comparable results. 


Since | was not here in ‘37 | can't tell you what happened 
first hand but | do remember seeing stories and pictures 
showing the attempts to use radio communications, such as 
they were, to assist the National Guard and whoever else 
was working flood rescue. It was clumsy but vitally needed 
and the same will be needed when it happens again. 


So you don't think it will happen again! Ask the people 
along the Mississippi if they thought it would ever happen to 
them. 


We went over to southeastern Missouri after the water went 
down and talked to some of the people. They thought their 
levee systems would hold and found nature packs a bigger 
punch than they expected. 


All this is just to say again, let's all stay prepared. Decide 
for yourself what you think the chances are of a major flood, 
or the earthquake that is expected by some in the not too 
distant future, or simply a plain old tornado. How much are 
you willing to gamble that it won't happen? 


Our Wednesday night net, and the nets on other repeaters 
in the area, are all put on with the thought that we will get hit 
by Mother Nature sooner or later and we need to be ready. 
As has been shown every time a natural disaster hits, 
amateur radio has been needed to handle the additional 
communications needs that develop above and beyond the 
capabilities of business and emergency services 
organizations who have their hands full doing their normal 
job without the additional load of communications between 
shelters and hospitals and the outside world. Everyone 
needs to get their feet wet and get involved cause there are 
never enough people to cover all the bases, Think about it. 
Then do something. Every little bit helps. 


73 Fal WB9FNN 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS IN EVANSVILLE III 
By Clifford McGuyer, W9CM Ex W9DGA, W9FC. 


~ Continuing from last month we pick up the story as follows. 


On Wednesday May 25, 1947 100 persons attended a 
regular meeting of the Tri-State Amateur Radio Society in 
the auditorium of the YMCA. The President Mr Hatfield, 
WOGFS presided. Minutes of previous meeting and Board 
of Directors meeting were read and approved. 


Gave first reading of the following amendment to the By- 
Laws. The Directors shall be elected in the following 
manner. Directors shall be elected under each of the 
following classifications: (1) Director from Indiana. (2) 
Director from Illinois. (3) Director from Kentucky. (4) Director 
at Large. Directors under each classification shall be 
elected by the entire membership. Nomination of three 
candidates for each expiring directorship shall be by the 
entire membership present at the annual meeting. 


Preseident W9GFS appointed committees as follows. 
EMERGENCY W9MOH Chm., W9EHL, W9MLL and 
W4JQV. HOUSING W9NEC Chm., W9ENZ and W9BBC. 
WAYS AND MEANS W9GJ Ex W9GZB Chm., W9JEU and 
WSO0HT. MEMBERSHIP Board of Directors. 
PUBLICATION W9QLW Chm., W9GFS and Carlos Wilson. 
PUBLICITY WSEVR Chm., W9BLF and WS9QLG. 
PROGRAM W9UMS Chm., K9QT Ex WSMWM and W9AIN. 
TECHNICAL WSUIA Chm., W9MDX and W9NKD. 


Treasurer W9KVE reported $75.00 in the bank and $25.61 
in cash as of this date. 


W9GFS turned meeting over to W9UMS who introduced 
K9QT Ex WSMWM. Willard gave an interesting talk on 
local ham activities and made other announcements. Mr 
Riney was well received. 


Ohio Valley Sound Service presented three films and 
donated $5.00 credit at their store. The Central Electronics 
Supply Company of Owensboro gave three books as door 
prizes. 


Meeting adjourned at 2210 hours. 


Clifford McGuyer, W9CM, Secretary. 
Continuing - 


On Friday June 27, 1947 60 persons attended the regular 
meeting of TARS in the auditorium of the YMCA. President 
WSGFS presided. Minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and approved. Second reading of amended By-Laws 
approved. 


Vice President W9FS Ex W9WNM gave report on the 
Educational Program schedules for this fall. Following gave 
committee reports. W9UMS and K9QT. W9FON gave 
life story of Kentucky Director W4PKX. 


WS9UMS introduced the speaker of the evening, Mr. Fritz 
Franke, Engineer from the Hallicrafter Company of Chicago. 
Mr. Franke gave a very informative talk on new things 
coming from Hallicrafters. 


Central Electronics gave a set of "Spin-Tites" as a door 
prize. 


Meeting adjourned at 2155 hours. 


Clifford McGuyer W9CM, Secretary. 


TARS was "on its way" by now. As an example July 25, 1947, 110 
persons heard Mr. Melvin a field engineer from the P.R. Mallory 
Company talk on his practical experiences with Television 
Station W9XMT. W9XMT was an experimental television 
station. 


On August 29, 1947 60 persons heard Mr H. A. Bass, a 
television design engineer for the Crosley Corporation talk 
on "A Brief Design of the Operation of each of the circuits in 
a Television Receiver." 


From September 26, 1947 the meeting night was changed 
from Friday to Thursday. K9QT of the Program Committee 
gave report of the TARS Picnic. (TARS first Hamfest). 
W9GJ gave report of his experiences during the Hurricane 
while visiting New Orleans and stated the Hams did a fine 
job. W9FS gave his viewpoint concerning the efficiency of 
the amateur nets during that emergency. He stated the 
phone nets were inferior to the CW nets. W9VMS from 
Albion, Illinois won the door prize, 


From October 24, 1947, 70 persons heard Mr. Harvey Kees, 
Chief Engineer from “Engineering Services" talk on 
"Antennas." W9MDX, W9UMS, W9AZU, W9MRR_ and 
W9JFJ will present a special radio program on WIKY for 
TARS. 


On Thursday December 18, 1947, 75 persons attended the 
TARS Christmas Party at the Naval Reserve Armory. 
President W9GFS made contest awards for TARS annual 
QSL Contest to the following. First W9CM, Second 
WE9VMS, Third W9GFS, Fourth W9RDJ and Fifth W9FS. 


The program was present exchange by members and a 
Magician act by Jack Grimes, W4LLR. Willard Riney, K9QT 
prsented a Dr, Dimesby Act that was very well received by 
all. 


Mr. Ted Clifton W9SWH, the ARRL’ SCM for Indiana 
presented TARS a Charter from the American Radio Relay 
League. 


Meeting adjourned at 2030 hours, ...7o be continued next 
month, 


SSS 


FOR SALE: 


Computer - Tandy VGM 220, 386 IBM Compatible. 85mb 
Hard Drive, 1mb RAM, 3.5 Floppy, Color Monitor. $700 or 
best offer. Call after 6 or weekends 464-8781, Gail 
KAOZMF 


Drake R-4B, T-4B, and MS-4 (speaker/power supply)for 
$325. This rig is in good condition. It can be seen and 
operated at my QTH. John Small (W9FHA) 867-7058. 


45 ft self supporting commercial grade tower with ladder 
up the side. Constructed of solid rod and in ten foot 
sections. You pour the concrete and it will handle the wind 
load. $225, John Small (W9FHA) 867-7058 


SSS Se 


OFFICERS: 

PRESIDENT Bill Cook- KSLPS 853-5806 
VICE PRESIDENT Terry Brooks - AASMM 421-9135 
SECRETARY Keith Phillips - AA9KQ 425-3012 
TREASURER Greg McLain - KB9GNL 422-8459 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Gordon Conley - WR9W 479-7391 
Brian Esche - WB9QVR 473-5602 
Bill Hilyerd - K4LRX 502-826-2687 

John McCormick - N9XXK 424-6364 

Jim Moore - WD9EDH 853-6848 

Joe Salee - KB9GMC 479-7302 


Sparks is Published monthly and is the newsletter of the 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
P.O.BOX 4521, Evavsville, IN 47724 
Editor's address: Bill Cook 
6400 Pfafflin Lake Blvd.,Newburgh IN 47630 
Phone 812 853 5806 (also FAX) 
Email: wcook@evansville.net 
Submissions needed by the last Thursday of Month 


TARS Board Meeting Minutes - March 7, 1996 


Present at the March TARS board meeting were: AASMM, 
K5LPS, KB9GNI, WROW, KB9GMS, WB9QVR, N9XXK and 
K4LRX. The meeting was called to order at 6:58 PM. 


Weather Net: - It was decided that the 146.88 repeater in 
William's Hill, Illinois would be used for contact with the 
National Weather Service in Paducah, Kentucky. 


The board recommends sending out a memo to media 
representatives other than WFIE (who is already 
significantly involved) to advise them to monitor the net. 


The use of voice mail or other means to alert repeater users 
to the activation of a weather net was supported by the 
board as a means to reduce non-essential traffic during the 
net. 


Coverage of the weather net should include surrounding 
areas. The board expressed a desire to provide a 
"professional" net to serve as a core net for the tri-state 
area, 


Internet/Packet Gateway: - N4XI has suggested that a 
Internet/packet gateway might be a capability that TARS' 
members would want to support. The board tentatively 
supports such a project. K5LPS will obtain further details 
and discussion will continue at a later meeting. 


Red Cross Radios: - KS5LPS asked for a volunteer to 
investigate the situation with the Red Cross 
mobile/handheld radios and to make a recommendation 
concerning repair or replacement of those items. TARS will 
provide financial and/or technical assistance with the 
equipment as recommended by the coordinator. AASMM 
will obtain pricing information from Tri-State 
Communications. 


Special Event Station: - KB9GMC will discuss the printing of 
Freedom Festival special event station certificates with Jan 
Theurbach of the Freedom Festival Foundation. 


Field Day: - The first meeting of the Field Day committee 
will take place after the March general meeting. 


Surplus Tube Disposition: - KA9TML's investigation of the 
marketability of the surplus tubes in TARS' inventory has 
resulted in an offer of $200 for the lot. K5LPS will discuss 
this value with Hank Galbraith to determine the fairness of 
the amount. If Hank feels that that dollar value is 
reasonable, the board recommends acceptance of the bid. 
If not, the tubes will be marketed through magazine ads or 
at hamfests. 


Special Service Club Designation: - KSLPS reports that the 
percentage of TARS members who are ARRL members has 
dropped to the point that the club's status as a Special 
Service group is in jeopardy. The board should encourage 
club members to join the ARRL through the club to improve 
our status. 


Transmitter Hunt: - The board approved cash prizes of 
$25, $15 and $10 to be awarded at the transmitter hunt to 
be held March 23. 


The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:15 PM. 
Brian Esche recorder 


No Minutes for the General Meeting were available 
[SS rey 


Voice Mailbox Access Codes - 147.15 
Access Mailbox AA 
Retrive from Box 

Send Message 

Delete Messages 

Exit Mailbox 

+ Information 

» = Mailbox access not required 


Autopatch Codes - 146.79 
Autopatch 6* plus phone No. 


Autodial 6x plus slot No, 
Extend Patch Timer #43 
Hangup # 
Access code and slot number or phone number 
must be keyed in during one transmission. 

Weather Information 

Emergency Central Dispatch 

State Police, Evansville Post 

Posey County Sheriff 

Warrick County Sheriff 

SIGECO 

EMA 

Red Cross 

Telephone Repair Service 

Weather Emergency 

S-Meter Test 

Key Pad Test 


« = Autopatch access not required 
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April Meeting: 

Bob Pointer’s (N9XAW) talk on the polygraph was a big 
success. | have had number of members, who heard the 
presentation, say how very interesting it was. Also Bob has 
a real gift for presentation. The only disappointment was 
expressed by Delores KB9KRD. She brought a list of 
questions for Jim KB9KRE and wanted Jim wired up to the 
polygraph for interrogation. Unfortunately Bob could not 
bring the machine along. (Just kidding about Delores, I’m 
sure she has other ways of getting the_truth from Jim! - Ed.) 


May Meeting - Hamburger Cookout 6PM: 

In case you didn’t see the reminder on the outside cover. 
The May meeting will be a family cookout, at the Red Cross, 
along the same lines as the cookout last Fall. It is pot luck. 
We always have lots of food so, if bringing a dish is a 
hardship, don’t stay away! TARS will provide the meat, 
buns and soft drinks. Also the starting time is approximate. 
If you can not make it until later, come when ever you can. 
We will have a business meeting following the meal but no 
planned program, If you are interested in having your 
picture taken for the HamCall offer, wear your TARS shirt, 
jacket or whatever you want to be photographed in. Check 
the Wednesday night net to see for sure that the picture 
taking is still on. We don't have the details worked out yet. 


Special Election: 

One item we need to handle at the May meeting is filling two 
vacancies on the Board. Jim WD9EDH should have been 
replaced last fall as he was filling out a one year term and 
Keith AASKQ has had a lot of extra work which has made 
attending meetings difficulty. The Board formed a 
nominating committee and is nominating Nick N9WYG and 


Dan KB9GNI. Nominations will be taken from the floor 
followed by a vote. 
Tube Sale: 


As you will recall TARS obtained a quantity of surplus tubes 
when the National Weather Service closed in Evansville. 
Through the outstanding efforts of Hank W9RDJ they have 
been turned into $724 of income for the club. On behalf of 
the club a BIG THANKS TO HANK!! His special knowledge 
of the tubes, and their value, allowed the club to realize far 
more than if others of us had tried to dispose of them. Also 
| should mention the work of Bob KA9TML who got the ball 
rolling. Thanks Bob! 


Transmitter Hunt!: 

As mentioned in the last meeting we were going to try to 
have another one in May but it looks like all the Saturdays 
have activities. If we can squeeze one in, we will. 


May 1996 


TARS Honored at 1996 Volunteer Ceremony : 


i Pea Sea 
Certificate of Appreciation 


presented to 
Tri-State Amateur 
Radto Society (TARS) 


for Outstanding Volunteer Service 
Benefiting Our Commun ty 


TARS was recently honored by the American Red Cross 
at the 1996 Volunteer of the Year Ceremony. TARS was 
nominated in the Group category for our role in support of 
the Red Cross and the community. The event is sponsored 
by the United Way, Volunteer Action Center and J. C. 
Penney Co. The purpose is to honor individuals and groups 
who are outstanding in their volunteer service to the 
Evansville area. While TARS was not selected for the 
highest award in the “Group” classification, the fact that we 
were nominated was a great honor. Our thanks to the Red 
Cross for all their support! 


Red Cross Communication Officer: 

David WAS9C has volunteered for the Communication 
Officer position to work with the Red Cross to support their 
communication system. Thanks David! This is an important 
function that needs some work. | have asked David to 
recommend a plan for improvement of the Red Cross radio 
equipment and integration with the capabilities of TARS. 


Elmers: 

We had two more volunteer Elmers Bill K4LRX and Hal 
WB9FNN both in the general or overall category. They, plus 
Harold N9DEO in the area of antennas. form the list so far. 
| am sure there are others who could help with this effort. 
You experienced hams, please volunteer in an area where 
you feel capable. 


New Members: 

Please welcome new members: Don Lewis KB9NAW, Don 
lives in New Harmony and works at Ellis Park. and Joe 
Falcony N9TAC, of Newburgh. 


Weather Net: 

Thanks to Brian WB9QVR (Net Control) and Hal WB9FNN 
(at WFIE Doppler) for handling the Weather Net on April 19. 
We had many checkins all of which were helpful in tracking 
the progress of the storm. While on the subject of weather 
nets, we recently had a good discussion on the subject at 
the Henderson Club meeting. Representatives from 
Madisonville, Henderson ARC and TARS explored the 
possibility of a regional Weather Net that would be more 
effective. All feel as though we no longer “connect” to the 
NWS as well as in the past and we need to provide a more 
structured communications system to link our respective 
nets and the NWS at Paducah. We also felt we were not 
getting information from the NWS via ham radio as in the 
past. Tentative plans were made to hold a combined 
meeting to discuss the subject. More to come. | see in the 
O.P.A.R.S. News that the Vincennes area had 7 mobile 
spotters in addition to the base stations active during the 
storm. | my view we need to do the same. Any volunteers? 


Station ID: 

| monitored two stations recently in QSO during the 
afternoon drive time on 147.15 who did not identify for 35 
minutes and left the air without identifying. Please follow 
the ID regulations and encourage others to ID if you suspect 
they are not meeting the requirements. We all know the 
regs. and there is no reason not to follow them. 


Tri State Emergency Net: 

There were 120 check-ins to four regular Wednesday night 
net sessions and 35 during the April 19 severe weather net 
activation. 


16S) Sil 000 em Oa 


WY CALE 
May Birthdays 

1 Ken N9YAH 

12 John KD9YP 

12 Bob KASTML 

19 Herschel KE9OG 

20 Jeremy N9IZD 

22 Bill KA9IRC 

26 David N9ZHD 
June 1 Jeff KB9GMH 

3 Larry WIENZ 

3 Theresa K9TUA 

3 Ken W9MR 

5 Jerry KD5AT 


2 TARS Board Meeting 7pm at the Red Cross 

9 TARS General Meeting - 6pm at Red Cross - Cookout 
17-19 Dayton Hamvention 

25 VE Testing - 9 AM at the Red Cross 

June 1 & 2 Freedom Festival Special Event Station, 8am 
to 5pm at Red Cross 


1996 Red Cross Soccer 


From the Red Cross, and me personally, “One Big Thank 
You” to the following: 


Gordon WROW Dan KBOGNI 
Nick NOSWYG Ben KBOLXX 
Sherri KB9LFL Mike N9RAH 
Alan N9OTCV Terry AASMM 
Brian WB9IQVR Greg KB9GNL 
Marc N9RLD Joe KB9GMC 
Harold N9QVB Mike N9RAE 
Jim WD9EDH Doug N9YSH 
Randy N9YAI David N9ZHD 


Our communications area worked beautifully. The weather 
gave us fits, especially so far as field conditions and 
scheduling were concerned, but we can't control that. 


I'm looking forward to next year. 


Charlie N9GWS 


June is quickly approaching, so time is running out for 
preparations of our two major operating events. The first, 
the Freedom Festival special event station, will run from 
8:00 am to 5:00 pm (local time) on June 1 and 2 at the Red 
Cross on Diamond Avenue. We will need several operators 
in order to make this a success. If you are proud of your 
community, this is a great opportunity for bragging. 


We hope to keep the Red Cross and EMA transmitters 
operatng for the entire period. | will have a sign up sheet 
available at the May meeting, so you will be able to reserve 
your spot operating or logging during this fun-filled event. If 
you would like to participate and will not be at the meeting, 
please call me at 812/479-7302, evenings please- the YL 
works third shift and sleeps days. 


The second big event in June is Field Day, the busiest 
weekend in ham radio. The Field Day group met early in 
April and was joined by John W9FHA and Bill KS5LPS. It 
was decided that the Field Day site will once again be on 
the campus of the University of Southern Indiana, and we 
will try to operate three transmitters off of battery power. 


The group has several good ideas which should enhance 
Field Day operation this year. We will try to maximize the 
bonus points this year by running an information booth and 
attempting to involve the media. One hundred additional 
points can be earned by simply making one QSO via 
satellite, so if you have satellite capability, please contact 
me or one of the Field Day group members and arrange to 
demonstrate your system and help‘us earn points. 


We are also interested in running a novice/tech plus station. 
This allows us to add an additional transmitter without 
changing our class of operation. The group encourages all 
novices/tech pluses to come together as a team and run 
their own station. The Field Day group will provide 
equipment and lend as much assistance as necessary. If 
you are interested, let us know. 


Thanks to Hal, WB9FNN, we will have a screened-in dining 
fly at the site to reduce bugs and keep the dew off the 
operators who like to operate outdoors. Dew and bugs are 
problems inherent to Field Day, and thanks to Hal for 
helping to alleviate their effects. 


If you are interested in contributing some time to either 
event, please call me at the number above. We hope to 
see you in June! 


73 de Yoe KBSGMC 
QRP News 


Just finished working the QRP Spring QSO contest. Spent 
a little over 3 hours on 40 and 20 CW and managed to work 
25 stations on each band for a total of 29 states, 3 
Canadian provinces and Panama. Used my Oak Hills 
Research QRP Classic rig running about 4 watts to the 
hombrew transmatch and then to the 80 meter Zepp. The 
built-in keyer works great, but after a couple of runs of 2 
QSO's per minute, | switched to the CMOS II memory 
keyer that | built several years ago. Just can’t write and 
send CW at the same time. Worked several of the fairly 
new QRP + rigs. They cover all the bands, SSB and CW, 
with a built-in keyer and a general coverage receiver to 
boot. A real cute little package. 


A recent arrival on the QRP market is the Wilderness Radio 
Sierra kit. It was developed by the NorCal club for portable 
use, It uses plug in coils and will cover all bands with 
exceptionally low battery drain. A novel accessory will 
identify the frequency using a CW read out and serve as a 
keyer. After the Dayton Hamfest we may see some more 
new QRP releases. The QRP conference called “Four Days 
in May" will publish a set of technical papers and a new 
QRP design book. Should be interesting to see the new 
ideas, 


In the latest issue of the QRP Quarterly, there is a 
schematic of a transceiver that only has 3 transistors, a 
mixer assembly, voltage regulator and an IC audio amplifier. 
The PC board is about 2” X 3", It is the subject of a building 
contest that will take place at Dayton. A two transistor, one 
IC superregen receiver is also detailed. 


Don't want to steal Joe's thunder but, we are planning 
another QRP Field Day. The subject of antennas and came 
up and we talked about using a vertical for 20 meters. 
Many years ago, | used a 16 1/2 foot vertical for 20 meters 
made from 3/4 electrical conduit. It was mounted on the 
roof with 4 radials. Managed to work DXCC with it while 
running 50 watts (Johnson Adventurer) and using the old 
Hallicrafters S-38C (a superregenerative five tube receiver). 
An even cheaper vertical for field day is being considered. 
A wire vertical can be suspended from a tree will work just 
as well. To make one, use any kind or size of wire 
(insulated, bare, stranded or solid) and cut it to length using 
the formula, L (ft) = 234 /f (MHz). the four radials should be 
5% longer. As an example: for 14.050 MHZ the length 
would be, 234/14.050 = 16.54 ft or 16 and 1/2 feet. The 
radials would be 17 ft. 4 in. A piece of plastic (or other 


insulator) is at the bottom of the wire where the center of the 
coax is tied to the vertical portion and the shield to the 
radials. A vertical wire cut for 40 meters would be 33 ft 
long, radials 34.6 ft, and it would work great on 15 meters. 
This type of antenna can be built with on hand materials or 
at minimum costs and will work just as well as their $100 
counterparts. We will be using some other cheeeeeeep 
antennas at Field Day. 


The name of the game is to have fun and not go broke 
doing so. If you need more details on simple antenna 
solutions give me a call. 


12 Gob 


Please QSL! 

Over the last four decades of ham radio, | have managed to 
collect somewhere in the area of twelve thousand QSL 
cards. Each one | feel tells a story, a new country, new 
prefix, a rare state, and maybe just a great contact. 


W9FHA 


| started QSLing when the postal rate was just three cents 
for post cards, and you sent cards to everyone that you 
worked on the bands. This practice has gone by the 
wayside, many newcomers do not want the expense of 
QSLs. Many may not know how to QSL or why we do it. 


If we take a few minutes to explain the purpose of a QSL 
card to the newcomers, perhaps you will understand it more 
from an award hunter's point of view. To apply for any 
awards such as Worked All States, D.X.C.C., worked one 
hundred grid squares, all counties, and a long list of other 
awards, you need to have the QSL cards. This is your 
written proof that the contact that you are claiming really 
happend. 


This is the only positive proof that is accepted from the 
League, or other awards sponsors. To say that | Worked all 
states, and no cards just does not produce a valid claim. 
One could claim by verbal means that he or she had worked 
every state, country, or county known to man. 


If you do not have the proof in your hand in the form of QSL 
card then your claim to fame is based only on your word. 
This may remind you of the famous fish story, the one that 
got away. For the fisherman that has a mounted fish on his 
wall he has the proof. 


The next time someone on the air asks you for a QSL card, 
respond to their request, it does not have to be a fancy 
card, or cost you a lot. In fact you can home brew your own 
form of QSLs for a very low price: : A sheet of paper in your 
computer printer, be sure to include the following 
information. The call letters of each station involved in the 
contact, date, time, signal report, band, and mode used. 


Be sure to include a space for the other operator's 
signature when using this method, it works and is positive 
proof of a valid contact. It could not be easier, you have 
made someone happy that you thought enough of his 


request and the contact to answer with a_ positive 
confirmation. 


Ignoring a request is rude to your fellow amateur, it will not 
gain you any points or favor with dedicated award hunters. 
Who knows you may become obsessed with the idea of 
QSLs and award hunting. Try it you may like it! 


In other words PSE QSL, OM TNX ! 


73's Sl K4LRX 


Reminiscing 

Well, the end of April is closing in on us and | don't know 
where April went. But little things keep popping up to “bring 
back the old days” and coincidences are great. While 
looking for an old file | came across some “historical” papers 
relating to TARS from years back that brought back 
memories. 


A copy of Sparks dated (postmarked) 2/16/73 lists officers 
as WBSFNN president and WB9IEW vice president. 
WBSYIEW is now N9LJ who within the past month has 
shown up on 147.15 and is reactivating after many years of 
inactivity. | expect he'll come to club meetings and be more 
visible than he has been and | know everyone will welcome 
him back. 


The Page 1 story was a member survey to find out what it 
would take to get more members to attend meetings and 
articles included discussion of the upcoming March of 
Dimes Walkathon, chaired by WBSIEW. Advertisers 
included Vanada Electronics, Castrup's Radio, Wesco 
Radio and Ohio Valley Sound. Like a lot of our members, 3 
of the 4 advertisers are no longer here, but assisting with 
public service events goes on as usual. 


It's kind of fun to look at this old stuff and find out how little 
some things change over the years. By the way, First Class 
Postage back then was 8 cents. 


| also came across a flyer for the 1972 TARS hamfest. 
Prizes offered are rigs you don't even see on the used 
market much, namely a Swan Cygnet 260 watt 5-band ssb 
transceiver, a Gladding 25 2-meter FM transceiver and a 
Ten-Tec keyer. Only a couple of things look different - 
sandwiches were 30 cents and beans or potato salad on the 
side for 15 cents each. Talk in was on 3.910 MHZ Isb, 
7.260 MHZ Isb, 29.6 MHZ AM and 50.4 MHZ (AM | think). 


Also | bumped into WB9RWB, Ed, who has not been heard 
much locally and ex-WB9DDD, Randy, who let his license 
lapse some years ago. Saw both at the Radio Controlled 
Model Airplane field Sunday. That is a fun place to go and 
watch the guys fly their little planes. Also there was WOKIE. 


Any one want to go back to the “good old days’? 


73 Fal WB9FNN 


TARS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB IV 
By Clifford McGuyer, W9CM Ex W9DGA, W9FC 


Continuing from last month we pick up the story as follows. 


On Thursday, January 29, 1948 fifty-five persons attended the 
regular meeting of the Tri-State Amateur Radio Society at the 
Naval Reserve Armory. 


President W9GFS presided. On motion of W9AMZ, the first 
paragraph of Section Three shall be amended to read as follows: 
“Regular meeting shall be held on date and at such place as the 
President shall order.” Also Section Sixteen be deleted. This was 
seconded by W9FJI and carried. 


WO9AIN introduced Mr. Parker, W4LTQ representing the 
Owensboro Amateur Radio Society who gave details on the 
coming “Mid-Winter Ham Reunion” to be held at Owensboro, Ky. 


W9QLW Earl Cartwright gave a program on “DX.” Carty’s 
message was well received. 


Door prizes were won by SWL’s Bob Marenholz and Gordon 
Wiley. Meeting adjourned at 2150 hours. 


Clifford McGuyer, W9CM, Secretary. 


There was no February 1948 meeting as all attended the “Mid- 
Winter Ham Reunion” at Owensboro, Ky. 


Following is a list of TARS members as of February 1948, 


Earl Alldridge WOUNT, Ralph Barnett W9UIA, Clifford Brake 
WOVMS, Vic Chamberlain WOBBC, John Curd, WOEHL, Darwin 
Covert W9IKVE, Rodney Cavin SWL, Howard Campbell W9JPJ, 
Neff Cox W9MDX, Earl Cartwright W9QLW, Bryan Davidson 
WOON, Larry Forster W9ENZ, Hank Gailbraith WORDJ, Fay 
Gehres W9AIN, Al Gerth W9ZHX, Jack Grimes W4LLR, Phil 
Hatficld W9GFS, Lloyd Mallam W9CZM, Warren Harris 
WA4PKX, Stu Henderson W4LQV, Keith Johnson W9JEU, Art 
Leitner W9QLG, Royce Likens W9BLF, William Mack W9GCR, 
Harold MeClellan W9FS Ex W9OWNM, John McCutchan 
W9MOK, John McGaughy WONKD, Clifford McGuyer W9CM 
Ex W9DGA W9FC, Kenny Parr W9ANG, Russel Price W9GWL, 
R.B. Ramsey W9TBU, Ray Risley W9IAMZ, Paul Robbiano 
WONEC, Charles Rodgers W9KMI, Willard Riney K9QT Ex 
W9IMWM, Ben Reading SWL, Fred Sawyer W9OPJI, Kermit 
Seiffert WOMJW, Al Schoettlin W9UMS, Morton Silverman 
W9GJ Ex W9GZB, Homer Tomilson WINDV, Ivan Weigant 
W9OKBA, Robert Wilson W9GFO, Carl White SWL, Bob Wright 
SWL, Kenneth Young W9JEU, Roy Quinn W4JQV, Martin Jank 
SWL, Brice Anderson W9PNE, Fred Waller W9MLL, Charles 
Long W9AZU, Russell Wilson W4ERIH, Gordon Wiley SWL, 
David Tooley W4LUB, LaRue Cleveland W9LBS, Shorty 
Cornwell W4JVB, Callie Jones WOUHV, Allen Apple W4HQF, 
James Moseby W90HT, Cosmo Sivoella W9EVR, Sam Balaban 
W4JXB, Herb Muth W9ONZC, John Ganley SWL, Clement 
Schmitt SWL, L. Fralick W9BFB, Val Ward W9VQQ, Bob 
Mahrenholz SWL, Sprigg Galloway W4MWX, L. Hansen 
W9IRCD, L. Schoening SWL, S. Rowland W9ZZY, Lou 
Fahrlender W9SWN, Jim Barrow W9CVN, R. Kochler SWL, Jake 
Heugel W9MRR, Joe Tate W9BLO, W. Ballard W9VJU, Bob 


Fink W9BBN, John Clements W9ERN, C. Green W9FFH and C. 
Dougherty SWL. 


At this time there were 154 Amateur and SWL’s on the mailing 
list. As you can see a very large percentage were TARS members. 


On Wednesday, March 31, 1948 the regular annual meeting of 
TARS was held. President W9GFS presided. Minutes of previous 
meeting were read and approved. Election of officers and 
Directors was held. Nominations and election was carried out 
with the following results. 


PRESIDENT. Fay Gehres, W9AIN. VICE-PRESIDENT. Harold 
McClellan, W9FS Ex W9WNM. SECRETARY. Victor 
Chamberlain, W9BBC. TREASURER. Jack Grimes, W4LLR. 
INDIANA DIRECTOR. AI Schoettlin, W9UMS, DIRECTOR 
AT LARGE. Willard Riney, K9QT Ex W9MWM. Hold over 
Directors were as follows: ILLINOIS DIRECTOR, Ivan Weigant, 
W9KBA. KENTUCKY DIRECTOR. Warren Harris, W4PKX. 


Victor Chamberlain, W9BBC, Secretary. 


On Friday, April 2, 1948 the regular meeting of TARS was held at 
the Evansville City Court Room at the Police Department. All 
Officers were present with President W9AIN presiding. 


A discussion was held on the meeting night and it seems as if 
more members preferred Friday evening. W9KVE was to make 
arrangements to use the City Court Room for TARS meetings. 


W9UMS made the suggestion we start making plans at once on a 
Building Fund and invest the money in bonds or some way to 
receive interest on the Fund. Also we should hold social functions 
and be on the alert to make money for our own Club House. 
W9UMS also suggested TARS have an auction every few months 
with a percentage going to the building fund. 


W9AIN suggested TARS should have a student or junior 
membership at reduced rates. W9KBA suggested TARS start at 
once on a year book giving brief history along with a picture of 
each member. W9FS will check into the cost involved. 


President W9AIN appointed the following committees. 
MEMBERSHIP W4PKX Chm, W4LQV, W4JXB, W9EHL, 
W9ANG. WOJFJ and G. Wiley SWL. HOUSING W9UMS 
Chm., W9BLF, W9NEC and W4JQV. PUBLICITY K9QT. 
RADIO W9MDX. NEWSPAPER W9KVE Chm. and W9MRR. 
PROGRAM W4LLR Chm., W9AIN, W9CM, W9GFS and 
W9ZZY. PUBLICATION W9GJ. EMERGENCY W9FS Chm., 
W9ANG, WIGWL, W9IJEU and W9EHL. TECHNICAL W9AIN 
Chm., W9ERN and W9UIA. Meeting adjourned at 2145 hours. 


Victor Chamberlain, W9BBC, Secretary. 
To be continued next month. 


(Whew! I hope I got all those calls and names copied correctly, - 
Editor) 


FOR SALE: 
Computer - Tandy VGM 220, 386 IBM Compatible. 85mb 


Hard Drive, 1mb RAM, 3.5 Floppy, Color Monitor. $700 or ' 


best offer. 
KAOZMF 


Call after 6 or weekends 464-8781, Gail 


Drake R-4B, T-4B, and MS-4 (speaker/power supply)for 
$325. This rig is in good condition. It can be seen and 
operated at my QTH. John Small (W9FHA) 867-7058. 


SSE ee 


Sun Spots Are Our Friends: 

But we sure don't seem to have many friends these days. 
Or from the other perspective, it can’t get any worse! | was 
looking at a favorite Internet site of mine which is located at 
Sun Spot, NM. The National Solar Observatory is located 
there on Sacramento Peak and they have a nice tour if you 
are ever in southern New Mexico. Below is a graph of the 
last few cycles. 


NSO SUNSPOT NUMBERS 


MONTHLY AVERAGES 
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54 56 58 60 62 64 66 68 70 72 74 76 78 BO 82 84 B6 88 90 92 94 96 
YEAR 
Last month listed March 96, R=9.89 
Previous month R=1.5 
Maybe we will have a repeat of 56 and 57. | was just 
getting on the air then and it was fantastic! 


NOS also has a nice Internet tour at: 
http:/Avww.sunspot.noao.edu/pr/tours.html 
DE K5LPS 


Tri-State Area Nets: (all times are CDST) 

Warrick Co. Emer. Serv. Net 147.075 + 8PM Sun. 
EARS Net 145.15 - 8:30PM Mon. 
Hopkinsville Net 147.03 + 8PM Tue. 
Pike Co. Net 145.45- or 147.00 + 8:30 PM Tue. 
Mt. Carmel Net 146.94 - 9PM Tue. 
Carmi Net 147.3 + 9PM Tue. 
Tri-State Energency Net 147.15 + 8PM Wed. 
Dawson Springs Net 146.955 - 8PM Wed. 
Gibsom Co. Net 145.41 - 9PM Wed. 
Madisonville Net 146.61 - 9PM Wed. 
Bowling Green Net 2 9PM Wed. 
Henderson Net 149.49- or 144.475 simp 8PM Thur. 
Owensboro Net 147.21+ 8PM Thur. 
Vincennes Net 2 ? Mon. 
Simplex Nets: 

Rag Chewers Net 146.58 7:30AM Daily 
Possum Net 146.58 Midnight Sat. 
Muhlenberg Co. 146,535 7:30PM Tue. 


(These frequencies and times were not verified. Please 
feed back corrections. -Ed.) 


TRISTATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


TARS, founded in 1947, is affiliated with ARRL and is a ARRL Special Service Club. 


Our goals are to provide a service to our community and tri state area while providing our members 
with interesting amateur radio activities and camaraderie. 


We maintain two repeaters 146.79 and 147.15 and sponsors a repeater on 443.4, all of which provide 
good coverage of the Tri-State area. 


An Autopatch with access to Evansville, Newburgh, Boonville, New Harmony, Mt. Vernon, 
Chandler, McCutchanville, St. Joseph, St. Philip and Elberfeld is on the 146.79 & 443.4 Repeaters. 


A Voice Mail Box is available on the 147.15 Repeater allowing members to leave voice messages 
for later play back by the intended recipient. 


TARS sponsors the Evansville node on the Packet Network. User access to the network is available 
on 145.09 at 1200 Baud and 445.5 at 9600 Baud. 


In addition TARS operates a Digipeater on 145.05 for local contacts and emergency use. 
TARS sponsors an ATV repeater on 70 cm that provides coverage for the tri state area.. 
TARS provides close cooperation with various emergency organizations. 

¢ Emergency Management Agency with participation in disaster practice exercises. 


¢ American Red Cross by providing support for both emergency and other communication needs. 
TARS maintains a fully equipped amateur station at the Red Cross offices. 


¢ National Weather Service by placing an amateur operator at a Evansville TV station with 
Doppler Radar to distribute and collect weather data during severe storms for relay to the NWS. 


TARS holds monthly meetings on the second Thursday of each month which gives us a chance to 
share experiences, have some fun and be updated on some aspect of amateur radio. Recent meetings 
included: a used equipment auction, bingo, EME, a tour of a local cable TV facility, talk by the 
President of the ARRL, ATV demonstration, DX activity Severe Weather Communication and the 
Christmas Dinner. 


TARS provides communication support to many area community activities such as: Red Cross 
Soccer Tournament, Welborn Soccer Tournament, Freedom Festival Parade, Thunder on the Ohio 
Race, Freedom Festival Balloon event, Lighted Boat Parade and Fireworks Display on July 4th, 
Drums on the Ohio, Fall Festival Parade, Diabetes Association Walk, Evansville Bike Ride, and 
assistance to the Henderson Amateur Radio Club on the Shrine Club Christmas Parade. 


TARS will operate a Special Event Station in association with the Evansville Freedom Festival. 


TARS operates a Field Day station (for both contacts and fun) and finished fourth nationally in class 
3A Battery. TARS members also support the Boy Scout Jamboree on the Air operating three 
different sites in 1995. 


The club holds a number of classes to help individuals obtain their first license or upgrade their 
license. VE’s provide test sessions which are coordinated with the classes (over 60 new licenses 
were attained in 1994) as well as special exams upon request. 


TARS provided communication for the 1993 and 1995 Habitat For Humanity home building “blitz”. 


We have added much to our capabilities in the last few years ... and will continue to improve as our 
membership continues to grow and we are infused with “new” blood... 

and ideas. 

We need new members with good technical skills ... and those who are still perfecting theirs ... to help 
us grow and to add to our pool of communication specialists. We hope to count on YOU to help too. 


LOCAL CIVIC EVENTS 


CNC CLUB ENTS 


CANCER WALK 
BIKE RIDES 
SOCCER TOURNAMENTS 


The Tri-State FURNISH COMMUNICATIONS FOR: 
Amateur Radio THE FREEDOM FESTIVAL 
. THUNDER ON THE OHIO 
Society would BALOON RACES 
like to invite PARADES 
DRUMS ON THE OHIO 


3 SE Pr nner rere nn 1 
YO UJ go, EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS | AREARELIEF ACTIVITIES | 

ARES | | 

RACES | American Red Croce Sheltrs | 
to join us as we SERVICES severe WEATHER NET Ewergeney Management Agency | 
all get involved xy sa TREMOR (EARTHQUAKE DRILLS) | Tornade & Flood Relicy Emergency Medical | 
by improving our WEEKLY NETS Disaster Preparedness | 


| skills...helping 
the community... 
preparing for 
emergencies... SOCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR 
as well as having EVERYONE 


HAM RADIO RELATED CLASSES 
FREE! 


FIELD DAY AT PUBLIC SITES AUCTION NOVICE & NO CODE 


MONTHLY MEETINGS BINGO PARTIES 


UPGRADE CLASSES 


FUN 


ALL THAT’S MISSING IS ..... YOU! 


TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 
1996 P.O. BOX 4521 EVANSVILLE, IN 47724 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Please fill out if you want to join TARS. If you are already a member, fill out to update records. 


Name Call License Class 


Address Telephone 
City State Zip 


How long have you been a ham? Are you an ARRL member? 
What is your occupation? 


Do you have any portable or emergency equipment? 


440 Mhz 


Use back of form if needed to list special equipment and talents. 


Do you check into any nets? Which ones (list) 


What is your favorite type of amateur activity 


What type of programs would you like to have at TARS meetings? 


Do you plan to use the TARS repeaters? Which ones? 


2 Meter Phone Patch ATV Packet Node? 


Regular member ... $25.00 If you had an Autodial slot last year, what is it? 


Add‘l family member/full + ¥ 
ee h m 
Gershiovprivilages 98.00 What was the telephone number assigned to this slot? 


ssociate member .. $25.00 ‘ ‘ 
Add'l family member/full If you want an Autodial slot for 7996, list the phone number you want 


membership privileges $5.00 
Senior Member .... $12.50 


assigned to it 
Same as last year? 


Add'l family member/full fe te fad ‘ 
Fiehibership arivileges” $2.80 Please mail this application with your check payable to TARS to 


Student member(thru High 
School i FREE tS 
C ool-no voting oa PO Box 4521 


udent member/full ; 
i 4 
membership privileges $12.50 BUCH SUED Uae 


or give to any club officer. 


Club Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of each month at the Red Cross, corner of Diamond and Heidelbach, at 7:30 P. M. 


Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
PO Box 4521 
Evansville, IN 47724 
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TRI-STATE 
AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


EVANSVILLE 


Complimentary Copy 


We hope this complimentary copy of 
SPARKS will give you an idea of what is 
going on in TARS and you will join us. You 
are welcome to visit the meetings any time. 
Pick up a membership application at the 
HamStation or call (812) 853 5806 and we 
will send you one. 
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THE TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 


JUNE 1996 


May Meeting: We all had a fine time thanks to all the 
great cooks who prepared food for the cook out. Special 
thanks to Terry AASMM for manning the grill and Dan 
KBOGNI who provided the grill. The hamburgers went well 
with all the fine “pot luck” food. These eating meetings are 
some of our best. 


Special Election: Nick NIWYG and Dan KB9GNI were 
elected to to fill two positions on the TARS board. Thanks 
to Nick and Dan for agreeing to serve. 


Transmitter Hunt!: As mentioned in the last meeting 
we were going to have another hunt on June 8th. We will 
start again at 10 AM at the Eastland Mall parking lot. We 
will also follow the hunt with lunch (or dinner) at a local 
restaurant.(It depends on how fast the hunters find the 
Fox... but the Fox is taking something to eat, just in case the 
hunters take too long!) You must check in at Eastland Mall 
to enter the hunt. The hunt will be on 2meters. 


Weather Spotter Training: There were 28 TARS 
members who attended the Spotter training on May 13th. 
The course was interesting and will help us provide better 
information to the NWS and the community. Those 
attending were: Jim WSCVN, Jim W9NJE, Geneva 
WDSHUN, Gordon WRSW, David, WASC, Herb KB9MZH, 
Larry KB9KVX, Greg KBOGNL, Terry AASMM, Bill KSLPS, 
Earl WNSHRB, Darlene KASAZS, Norm AA9CG, JoAnne 
KBOLXZ, David N9ZHD, Sherri KBOLFL, Pat N9ZEM, 
Janice KE4SVJ Mike NSRAH, Don KBSNAW.Jerry KDSAT, 
Alan N9TCV, Sherri KBONZE, Bob KBSLRW, Wayne 
N9XXZ, Fred KB9MZI, Hal WB9FNN, Nick NSWYG, Ben 
KB9LXX 


Thanks Hank, Again: | mentioned in the meeting that 
we need to thank Hank W9RD4J for a donation of 8mm film 
which shows some circa 1960 TARS hamfests. These have 
an interesting story associated with them. Hank, as many 
of you know, trades a lot of used equipment. At a sale a 
few months ago he bought an 8mm projector and, almost as 
an afterthought, the seller said that three roles of film went 
with it. Hank took them and after a few months was going 
to take the projector to sell at the Owensboro hamfest. The 
day before, Hank's son suggested they see what was on the 
film and they discovered it was old TARS hamfests. What a 
coincidence. Hank has donated them to the club and we 
will get them put on video tape for viewing. Thanks Hank 
for being at the right place at the right time. 


Threat to Two Meter and 70cm Bands! 
There is an article by Dave Sumner later in this issue that 
really deserves your time, both to read the article and 
follow through by writing letters as requested by Dave. 


Dave is the Executive VP of the ARRL and he would not 
be asking for our direct action if it were not very 
important. Again, read the article and write a note to 
those listed. We will be circulating a petition at the June 
meeting but that does not remove the need to write. 


Freedom Festival Special Event: Thanks to Joe 
KB9GMC for putting together a very fine FF Special Event 
and congratulations to all those who participated. Almost 
400 contacts were logged, by 18 operators, using three 
stations! Joe will have a complete report next month. We 
had a lot of fun, my only wish is that more members would 
participate. 


June is a Busy Month: | sure hope you will participate 
in some of the June activities. By all! means plan to attend 
Field Day. It is the a lot of fun even if you just stop by for a 
burger and a chat. We have a great location that is air 
conditioned with plenty of places to sit and talk. Just go 
down the main drive at USI, University Boulevard; turn left 
on Bennett Lane at the Physical Activities Center, follow it 
past the baseball field to the old house and barn, and you're 
there! Please come! Also we will need 6 or 7 operators for 
the Freedom Festival Parade. Contact Brian WB9QVR or 
me K5LPS to help out. As mentioned earlier, come out and 
try your fox hunting skills. Dates and times are listed below. 


73 Ske 000 a= oa 
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June Birthdays 
1 Jeff KBIGMH, 3 Larry W9ENZ, 3 Theresa K9TUA, 
3 Ken W9MR, 5 Jerry KD5AT, 9 Chris KE9SYK, 
13 Sherri KB9MZE, 17 John N4XCS, 19 Marilyn N9VET, 
19 Bill NSYPM, 21 Vance N9DOR, 23 Terry AASMM, 
25 Tom WA9QDZ, 30 Barry KE4OXZ, July 4 John 
N4xXI, 5 Nick NSWYG, 5 Hal WB9FNN 


June 1 & 2 Freedom Festival Special Event Station, 8am 
to 5pm at Red Cross 

6 TARS Board Meeting 7pm at the Red Cross 

8 Transmitter Hunt 10AM Eastland Mall Parking Lot 

13 TARS General Meeting - 7:30pm at Red Cross 


22 & 23 FIELD DAY !!! AT USI 


29 Freedom Festival Parade 


If you missed out on the May TARS cookout you missed a 
great time. In addition to the food provided by the club, 
many members brought special treats of their own. No one 
left that meeting without being filled to the brim. It took me 
three days before | could eat another bite. 


Dayton has come and gone for another year. This year 
Bob, N9XAW, and | went for the annual trip. While we were 
there we looked over the latest and greatest all the big 
names had to offer. | made it away without a major 
purchase, if you don’t count that new Mosley that will be 
delivered in the next few weeks. As far as Bill, KSLPS, he 
has one on Bob. | always thought Bob was the master at 
staying lost but now | think Bill has him beat. | have reports 
that Bill really was at Dayton but | cannot prove that. | only 
know of a few that admitted to seeing him. 


TARS has sponsored two VE test sessions in the past 
month. One was held on May 4, 1996 with Jerry Taylor 
(KBONQK) obtaining his first license. Russ (KB9GJ) 
upgraded to Extra Class with flying colors. On the May 25th 
session Donna Zeigler, Tom Anderson, Bettie Pearce and 
Gwen Webster obtained their first license. Congratulations 
to those obtaining their first license and those upgrading. 
The next test session is scheduled for Saturday July 25th at 
the Evansville Red Cross. 


It appears as thought the 443.400 repeater now has most of 
the bugs worked out and is now ready for full time use. For 
those that have UHF rigs and care to use the repeater it has 
a PL tone of 141.3 both on transmit as well as receive. This 
is due to the heavy intermod in the downtown area. TARS 
members will receive codes to use the autopatch and time 
functions. More additions are planned for this repeater but 
will have to wait until the funds are available. For now 
please feel free to use this repeater. 


Today is Sunday June 2nd and | just left the Freedom 
Festival Special Event Station that TARS and the Freedom 
Festival Committee sponsored. This is a first Special 
Event for the Freedom Festival in a long time and a good 
time was had by all. Not many TARS members were able to 
stop by and take part in the fun, but those that did had a 
great day. Many, many contacts were made on the HF and 
VHF bands. A nice looking certificate will be sent to those 
that have made contact with one of our stations and take 
the time to send us a QSL card. Mine will occupy a space 
in my shack for all to see. 


Don't forget that Field Day is fast approaching. We will 
need operators 24 hours a day that weekend. Get your 
name in the bucket as one of the operators of the field day 
stations. I'm sure that one of the committee members will 
have something further about this in this SPARKS edition. 


The June presentation for the meeting will be by Bill 
(K4LRX) on the advantages of being an ARRL member. 
Many of us belong to and support this fine organization. To 
hear more come to the June TARS meeting held at the Red 
Cross. 


73 Terry 


20G OPERATING 


I'd like to take this opportunity to first of all apologize to all 
of those who attended the May cookout who thought the 
mustard bottle actually contained mustard. Terry AASMM 
needed a water bottle to extinguish some flare-ups on the 
grill, and all | could find was a mustard bottle. A few people 
mistakenly served themselves a condiment which may have 
watered down the flavor of their burgers. Other than my 
mistake, the picnic was a great time, as always. 


This article was submitted prior to the Freedom Festival 
Special Event Station, and received by the membership 
after the event was held. | will report on the success of the 
event during the June business meeting. 


The other June event is Field Day, which is on the 
campus of the University of Southern Indiana on June 
22 and 23. Setup will begin at 8:00 am on the 22™, and 
we plan on operating for the duration. Last year’s Field 
Day efforts resulted in a fourth place finish in class 3A 
Battery and a good time for all who attended. We hope to 
improve on last year's success by pursuing some bonus 
points missed last year, and extending our hours of 
operation. 


We could also improve our performance by having more 
operators at the site. In order to entice participants, | 
present KB9GMC’s top ten list of reasons to attend Field 
Day: 

10. Bob KA9TML's yl Mary Ann may cook burgers again 
this year. 


9. Be amazed at the operating skill of CW operators who 
can copy 30 words per minute in their head. 


8. Watch Gregg KBOGNL intentionally cast his fishing line 
in a tree, 


7. Break a pileup using 5 watts SSB on the first or second 
call. 


6. Participate in impromptu ham radio forums, 


5. Watch me (KB9GMC) begin to babble after 11:00 PM as 
| fight the urge to sleep. 


4. Bug swatting after sundown. 

3. Make a contact and eat a burger (not necessarily in that 
order). 

2. Notice that US! is a short drive- it’s in Vanderburgh 
County. 


And the number one reason to attend Field Day— 
VEGGIE TRAYS! 


If you'd like to participate, but don't know how you can 
contribute, please call me at 812/479-7302. Remember that 
ANY license class, and even unlicensed individuals may 
operate ANY frequency while an amateur extra class 
operator is present. Hope to see you there! 


73 de Yoe KB9GMC 


QRIP News 


At last the nice weather has arrived and there are many 
things to do outside. At our house we start early, get the 
garden work done and then enjoy the morning paper and 
coffee outside on the deck. When school is in session, we 
have to wave at the school buses that pass by, one has our 
granddaughter, then get to work. | find it very hard to stay 
inside and feel guilty about staying inside to enjoy my 
favorite hobby. So, the solution is to have an outside 
station on the deck. | decided that 30 meters would be a 
good band since | have a one watt 30 meter transceiver 
that doesn’t get much use. It was late in the day and my 
brain was not working too well so | flipped opened the 
Handbook to check the formula for cutting the antenna. 
And watta’ | see (?) a 30 meter vertical, with measurements, 
staring me in the face on page 33-8 of my 1993 ARRL 
Handbook. | needed 23' 1 1/2” of wire for the vertical. 
Picked up a piece of wire out in the shop and it was 23’ 4” 
long. Is this an omen or what? | tied an insulator to one 
end and the other end was terminated to a 1" X 5” piece of 
1/4" plastic. The plastic is used to terminate the coax, 
ground wire and the radiating element. For the ground 
radial, | connected a one foot pigtail. The pigtail was pop 
riveted to the aluminum gutter and the radiating element 
slopes to the tower. This arrangement put the base of the 
antenna about 20 feet above ground and the top around 35 
feet. First check with the SWR analyzer showed a 1.2 : 1 
SWR. Now for the test. Hooked up the little transceiver 
and battery and listened to a very noisy band with a lot of 
QRN. Finally, managed a few marginal QSO's with stations 
in Texas and Alabama. Things were not working out as 
planned! Checked the SWR with the watt meter and | was 
only putting 400 mw out to the antenna. Guess you can't 
expect too much if you don't keep the battery charged. 
Switched over to the AC powered 13.6 VDC supply and now 
| am running FULL power, One big watt. No problem 
working a W1, N3 and WO. Reports ranged from 559 to 
579. So for the first night out, 5 states and several mos- 
quito bits. Good training for Field Day. Let's see, that gives 
me 5 HF operating positions now, the 5 watt rig in the RV, 
Scout in the truck, Corsair in the kitchen, 30 meters on the 
deck and the Drake rig in the basement. Help me reduce 
this load by buying the Drake R4/BT4B for only $295! 


| am certain that Field Day will be addressed elsewhere in 
this issue of Sparks. Let me assure you that it is going to 
be a good one! Joe Salee has put in a lot effort so that you 
will be well fed, and have an opportunity to enjoy yourself in 
one of amateur radio's finest events. | With the Special 
Events Station operating to commemorate the Freedom 
Festival, you will have an opportunity to get familiar with the 
equipment to be used for Field Day. Take this opportunity 
to sharpen up (or learn) your operating skills and be ready 
for the big day. 


In the mean time check out the QRP rigs described in the 
latest issue of QST and get one on order. | would like to 
see what that new OHR 4 bander looks like and the Norcal 
is supposed to be top notch. I'll help you build it! 


72 Yoh 


WSFHA 


[YOU LOSE! 


This past May 8" of 1996 was a dark day for a Louisiana 
ham, who prior to this date held an amateur radio license. 
Irwin Foret, KBSUJW agreed to a settlement with the 
Federal Communications Commission, which was not in his 
favor, As amember of the amateur auxiliary, | received the 
final settlement papers on this matter just a few days before 
they became final! 


A little history of this case may be at this point of interest to 
fellow radio amateurs. It seems that Mr. Foret chose to jam 
the local repeater, use profane words and meanings, play 
music on the repeater, and make unidentified 
transmissions! 


Once of course is bad enough, but at least three times is 
inexcusable, and not in the best interest of amateur radio. 


In the final settlement in this matter, Mr. Foret surrendered 
his license to the Commission for permanent and immediate 
cancellation. He was fined a total of $ 500.00, ordered to 
divest himself of all equipment that is capable of 
transmitting in the amateur service, and forbidden to be a 
third party, if the transmissions are in the amateur service. 
He further was forbidden to use, or transmit in the Citizens 
Radio Service, and may not file an application to the 
Commission for any licensing, action ,or application for the 
remainder of his life! 


The punishment was severe, and Mr. Foret waivered his 
right of appeal, therefore no contest, and the actions 
became final as of May 8, 1996! 


It is my opinion that the Commission acted in a manner 
which, the punishment fit the crime, that the commission 
felt he should no longer be licensed, and | uphold the action 
taken! 


This type of behavior has no business on the ham bands, 
nor does profane language, jamming, playing of music, and 
unidentified transmissions! This is childish behavior, and 
gives our hobby a black eye, it makes a negative 
impression to those that may want to get in to our elite 
group! 


Behave yourself obey the rules, set a good example, you 
will keep out of trouble with the commission, do what Mr. 
Foret did and suffer the consequences. For those of you 
that that wish to see to the final settlement on the Foret 
case, | will be glad to show you the document from the 
commission at the next meeting of TARS. 


Keep in mind that we must obey the rules of our service, if 
you choose not to do this YOU LOSE! 


73's Bll K4LRX 


0.0. 0.0.C. 


Tri State Emergency Net: 

There were 175 check-ins to the regular Wednesday night 
net sessions and 21 during the May 3 severe weather net 
activation. 


“Amateur Radio” -a misnomer? 


The other day | had a conversation with a person who 
brought up a comment from a third party that disturbed me. 
It says that we as a group need to do an extensive job of 
education to the rest of the world - those outside of amateur 
radio. The individual quoted, who is involved in emergency 
services said he did not want to trust communications 
during an emergency to “amateurs”. 


Obviously, the name “amateur” was applied to our hobby 
originally to separate it from “professional” meaning 
persons who pursue the subject as their livelihood. If you 
look at the rolls of “amateur” radio you will find a lot of 
“professionals” in radio and television who extend their 
expertise from their daily work into their hobby and in doing 
so spread their knowledge among other “amateurs”. 

Just because we are called “amateurs” does NOT mean 
that we are not “professional” in our performance when it 
comes to handling emergency communications. We can 
and do perform well when needed and provide a vital 
service to the community in the efforts we expend in behalf 
of RACES and Emergency Management, ARES and the 
Red Cross (including soccer tournaments, etc.), Parade 
control for the Freedom Festival, the West Side Nut Club, 
and many, many other projects. Now all we need to do is 
figure out how we reach those who will undoubtedly need 
us desperately if a tornado, earthquake or similar disaster 
ever hits Evansville or the tri-state. 


Most people in emergency management understand that 
the volumes of communications required in such a situation 
will be way beyond the capabilities of the emergency 
service providers and even with all the “amateurs” in the tri- 
state involved to their best there still will not be enough 
people and equipment to move all information at the rate 
that will be needed. | feel that most emergency service 
providers know what we can do, but there are a few that 
need convincing and this will be tough. 


So where does this leave us? It leaves us in the position of 
demonstrating at every opportunity just how competent we 
are. This means speaking up when you get the opportunity 
to tell people what amateur radio is and what it will do for 
the community, and demonstrating our professionalism with 
every transmission you make, regardless of what mode of 
operation you are using. There are lots of people out there 
who have scanners and who listen to what we do and say. 
And they tell others what they hear. If you listen a little to 
business band frequencies you will quickly find that most of 
the persons using business radio are not “professionals” in 
communications but only use the radio as a substitute for 
telephone. We are better than that and we need to prove it 
every day. 


By the way, there will be a new RACES officer making 
himself known in the near future. When he comes aboard, 
welcome him and help him whenever you can, 


73 Kal WB9FNN 


TARS HISTORY 


TARS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB V 
By Clifford McGuyer, W9CM Ex W9DGA, W9FC 


Continuing from last month we pick up the story as follows. 


On April 30, 1948 the regular meeting of TARS was held at 
the City Court Room with 33 persons in attendance. 
Minutes of previous meeting and Treasurers report read 
and approved. 


President W9AIN discussed various committees. He stated 
Section 15 of the by-laws shall read as follows. New 
Directors shall be elected for a two year term. 


The Junior or Student membership was again discussed, 
WSCM made motion a Student membership be created at 
$2.00 per year for a full time student to a bonafide 
educational institution. Motion seconded by W9GFS and 
carried, 


WSKVE reported he has permission from City Judge Frank 


Fish to use his Court Room for our meetings. We shall 
provide means to clean up after the meeting. 
Lefty Wellman, WOBQI of St. Louis, the District 


Representative for Taylor Tubes discussed Tubes old and 
new. He offered suggestions on Club operation and stated 
TARS should incorporate. WOBQI donated a pair of 866 
tubes and a power transformer as door prizes. W9GWL 
won the tubes and W9UMS the power transformer. 


An Auction was then held with each person auctioning off 
their own parts and equipment. The auction proved to be a 
real success, Meeting adjourned at 2200 hours. 


Victor Chamberlain, W9BBC, Secretary. 


We now deviate from TARS minutes to the first edition of 
"SPARKS" Volume 1, Number 1 dated May, 1948. 


The Staff was as follows. EDITOR Clifford McGuyer, 
W9CM Ex WSDGA, W9FC. DX EDITOR Earl Cartwright, 
W9QLW. TECHNICAL EDITORS Paul Robbiano, W9NEC, 
Ralph Barnett, W9UIA, John Clemens, WSERN, Phil 
Hatfield, W9GFS and Fay Gehres, W9AIN. 

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS were Vic Chamberlain, W9BBC, Jack 
Grimes, W4LLR, Charles Long, W9AZU, Harold McClellan, W9FS 
Ex WSWNM and Neff Cox, WSMDX. 

President W9AIN had an editorial titled "As | See It." 


Mid May finds the Society ready to shift into high gear for 
outdoor activity. With Field Day only a month away the 
portable equipment is being set up and tested, and from all 
indications the score in this territory will increase for '48. 
Treasure hunts are also in order. Both Owensboro and the 
Tell City-Cannelton gangs are moving so its "Hi-Time" we 
start here. Think it over, we have competition up east. 
Then too its picnic time again and from last years 
experience this is a must. Nothing can replace these “all 
family" meetings with games. 


| heard one of the gang say the auction was a three ring 
circus, but | counted eight auctioneers. The Societies' 
permanent housing fund was launched by several pieces of 
the folding variety. Nobody went broke and everyone had 


fun especially when one auctioneer yells going one, going 
two, going three, going four, going five -- 


Other articles included "Your secretary" by W9BBC. 
"Introducing the Franklin Oscillator" by W9NEC. "Mobile 
News and Views" by WALLR. "Your Emergency 
Coordinator" by W9AZU. “Above 50 Mc" by WSUIA. 
“Station Activities’ by WSBBC. "Ten Meter Forecast for 
June" by W9MDX. "L/C Ratio" by W9ERN and "Hows Your 
DX?" by WSQLW. Also included were various ARRL 
Bulletins and Announcements. This issue consisted of ten 
pages. 


An interesting aside. 


Did you see in January 1996 QST page 103 under "50 
Years Ago" for January 1946 that our Paul Robbiano, 
WE6PKX-WO9NEC had a feature article Part 1 of "QRM-The 
Electronic Life Saver" (How enemy radar was foiled by 
jamming)? Also an Article in the same issue by John 
Clemens, W9ERN on "A Radio-Frequency  Auto- 
Resonator." It is gratifying these two local amateurs 
submitted articles for the initial issue of "SPARKS!" 


| remember John WSERN had his picture and large article 
in an Evansville Newspaper before WWII for working All 
States (WAS) with nine watts on CW. Both John and his 
friend Bill Caldwell, W9ALM were real Top Notch CW 
operators. 


A meeting of the Officers, Directors and Committee 
Chairmen was held May 14, 1948 at the City Court Room. 
President W9AIN presided. W9AIN reported TARS made 
$5.22 profit from the auction. Membership committee urged 
all to sign up new members. All hams not members should 
be personally contacted. 


Housing and Ways and Means suggested more auctions 
and that 1 0 % should go to the future home fund. It was 
also suggested that 25% of the membership fees be placed 
in the building fund. W29AIN is to check on procedure 
necessary for TARS to incorporate. Publicity urged all 
means be used to advertise TARS. We have been offered 
Radio time and Newspaper space both Daily and Sunday. 
We hope to be classified as a Civic Organization and will 
make every effort to be recognized as such. 


Program. Plans to use as many local speakers as possible 
before calling on outside speakers. Plans being made for 
another Picnic as the one last year was a big success. A 
“Treasure Hunt" was discussed where a transmitter could 
be hidden and kept in operation until located by some ham. 


Program. Headed by W9CM with the aid of WSQLW is 
working smoothly and really have their hands full. 
Emergency. WALLR reports plans are being made for 
Field Day. He suggested all mobile operators form a net on 
ten meters. Technical. W9GFS reports this committee will 
be of assistance to new hams, furnish material for 
"SPARKS" and design some form of direction finding 
equipment for the treasure hunts. Meeting adjourned at 
2200 hours. 


Victor Chamberlain, W9BBC, Secretary. 


To be continued next month. 


AMATEURS MOBILIZE AGAINST 
THREAT TO 2 METERS, 70 CM 


The American Radio Relay League is asking radio 
amateurs across the United States to help defeat a threat to 
the two most heavily used amateur VHF and UHF bands, 


An industry working group known as IWG-2A that is 
preparing draft US proposals for the 1997 World 
Radiocommunication Conference has before it a list of 
“candidate bands” for low-earth orbit mobile satellites (‘little 
LEOs") that includes, among a number of others suggested 
for consideration, the 144 and 420 MHz bands. Little LEOs 
are intended mainly to offer commercial paging and other 
low-data-rate messaging services. 


The list of candidate bands was submitted by little LEO 
industry representatives at a meeting of IWG-2A on May 7. 
ARRL Technical Relations Manager Paul Rinaldo, W4RI, 
was present and objected strongly to the inclusion of these 
two bands. He was told that objections should be submitted 
in written comments, and the ARRL did so on May 15. At 
the same time the ARRL advised the industry participants in 
IWG-2A along with its chairman, Warren Richards of the 
Department of State, that if we did not receive assurance 
that the bands would be dropped from the list of candidate 
bands we would have no choice but to advise members in 
July QST that the bands were under threat. No such 
assurances were forthcoming. Instead, we were told that as 
long as little LEO allocations requirements remained 
unsatisfied, everything had to remain on the table. 


This response was not acceptable. Accordingly, when July 
QST went to the printer on Tuesday, May 28, it included the 
following editorial. The editorial speaks for itself, but it is 
worth emphasizing that there is no reason for panic. What 
we are dealing with is an ill-considered industry effort that is 
in its early stages; there is no reason to believe there is any 
government support for any move against these two 
amateur bands. Our mission is to quash the idea before it 
goes any further. An outpouring of thoughtful comment by 
amateurs, explaining why the public interest would not be 
served by the introduction of commercial services into these 
bands, will go a long way toward ensuring the desired 
outcome. 


The editorial may be reprinted in its entirety with the credit 
line: 


“Reprinted with permission from July 1996 QST." 
It Seems to Us, July 1996 QST: 


Write Now! Get out a pen and paper, or boot up your 
computer. There's work to be done! Your help is needed to 
defend two meters and 70 cm. Yes, that’s right—the two 
most popular and crowded amateur VHF/UHF bands! But 
don't panic, and don’t “go ballistic.” Here's what's 
happening, and what you can do about it. 


The United States is preparing for the 1997 ITU World 
Radiocommunication Conference, WRC-97. In the past, the 
public has been able to participate in the preparations for 
such conferences by responding to FCC Notices of Inquiry. 
In March, the FCC announced a streamlining of its 
International Bureau's preparatory processes for WRCs. 


Under the new scheme, the NOls have been eliminated in 
favor of increased emphasis on WRC Advisory Committees. 


For WRC-97, a series of Informal Working Groups (IWGs) 
of the Advisory Committee has been created to address 
specific agenda items. The output of each IWG will go 
directly to a joint FCC-NTIA-Department of State Steering 
Committee of the Advisory Committee. There, draft 
proposals as received from the IWGs will be reviewed and 
forwarded to the FCC for possible release as preliminary 
U.S. proposals for public comment. 


In announcing the streamlined WRC preparatory process, 
the FCC tried to reassure those who might be concerned 
about reduced opportunities for public participation: 
“Interested parties should note that input to the Advisory 
Committee may be sent at any time directly to the Chair of 
the WRC-97 Advisory Committee; the Chairs of the 
Advisory Committee's Informal Working Groups; Cecily C. 
Holiday, the FCC’s federal officer of the WRC-97 Advisory 
Committee, or to Damon C. Ladson, the alternate federal 
officer.” Hold that thought while we shift gears to the 
substance of the issue. 


One of the WRC-97 agenda items includes consideration of 
possible additional frequency allocations for the mobile- 
satellite service. So-called “little LEOs,” low-earth orbit 
satellites below 1 GHz, already have allocations, Their 
proponents claim these are inadequate and are trying for 
more. The needs of little LEOs are being addressed in 
\WG-2A, chaired by Warren Richards of the Department of 
State. The ARRL technical relations staff participates in 
IWG-2A to represent Amateur Radio interests. At the May 7 
IWG-2A meeting, an industry representative proposed a list 
of “candidate bands” for little LEOs. The list includes a 
number of bands that would negatively impact existing 
services, and does not include others that would be 
technically more feasible but to which strong objection from 
incumbents could be expected—the point being that some 
political, rather than purely technical, judgment already has 
influenced the list. Incredibly, 144-148 and 420-450 MHz 
were included on the list! This is the first time in memory 
that another service has been proposed for the two-meter 
amateur band. We must make sure it is also the last time. 


We do not need to explain to ARRL members the extensive 
use that is made of these bands by amateurs. The two 
bands provide the backbone of our local public service 
communications effort. Voice and data, mobile and fixed, 
even television—the list of present amateur uses is a long 
one, and of future uses is even longer. Both are already 
used for satellite services and for moonbounce and 
extended-range terrestrial operations requiring extremely 
sensitive receivers and high levels of effective radiated 
power. 


Apparently we did need to explain all this to the little LEO 
industry representatives, so we did just that—both at the 
meeting and in a followup letter on May 15. We also 
explained that we had to regard the matter as extremely 
serious. No one with the slightest background in 
radiocommunication could possibly believe that a mobile- 
satellite service could be introduced into either band without 
disrupting existing and future amateur operations. 
Therefore, we said, if we did not receive assurance that 


they would be taken off the list of candidate bands by the 
deadline for this issue of QST, we would have no choice but 
to bring the matter to the attention of the entire membership. 


The response we received was unsatisfactory. In effect, we 
were told the little LEO industry would consider our views 
but that until their spectrum needs are satisfied, all bands 
must remain under consideration. 


So, this is a call to action. We must get across to the 
industry and government participants in IWG-2A that the 
144-148 MHz and 420-450 MHz bands cannot be 
considered as candidates for mobile-satellite services, We 
need to drive the point home so forcefully, with so many 
grassroots responses, that no one is ever tempted to try this 
again. Which brings us back to that invitation for 
“interested parties” to send input “at any time.” There’s no 
time like the present! Here are the key addresses, including 
those of the mobile-satellite industry folks who seem to 
have started the ruckus: 


epartment of State, 


CIP 20520; e-mail 


Tracey Weisley, FCO Rep, IVWWG-2A), International Bureau, 
C 20554/ e-mdil tweisler@fcc.gov; fax 


Mar) Analysis, Inc, abs reenway 
Center, D 20770; fax 301474- 
3228 


Do comment. But be civil. Don't abuse people who are 
simply doing their jobs. We have to get across that casting 
covetous eyes on amateur bands is counterproductive, and 
contrary to the public interest. To Accomplish this we need a 
lot of comments, including yours. But remember that the 
objective is to educate and persuade, not to intimidate. We 
don't need to. The facts are on our side. 


KENWOOD ANNOUNCES NEW DISTRIBUTION 
CHANNELS...(Or is it Channel 19 - Ed.) 


Longing for a new Kenwood TS-870S or maybe a TM-733? Soon, 
you might find them in your local CB shop or truck stop. Citing 
concerns about the future of Amateur Radio and a changing 
business climate, Kenwood Communications Corp announced to 
its dealers on May 21 it's taking “some bold steps” to turn things 
around. Kenwood has appointed three new companies (as yet 
unnamed) to wholesale Kenwood Amateur Radio products “to CB 
radio stores, truck stops, 2-way radio stores, and electronic re- 
sellers,” according to a letter to its dealer network. 


Kenwood says it believes its new distribution strategy will benefit 
the hobby by increasing the visibility of its Amateur Radio line 
through small dealers to help draw newcomers into the hobby. 


The company also says it plans to offer a new pamphlet or 
“primer’ about Amateur Radio to introduce people to the hobby. 
The primer will be free. In addition, Kenwood will start selling 
Amateur Radio study guides and has urged its authorized dealer 
network to help distribute the new materials. In conjunction with its 


There's no time like the present! According to the Commission's new procedures, comments by e-mail should be sent to: wre97@fec.gov. Written 
comments, with an original plus one copy, should be sent to; Office of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, Washington, D.C, 20554, 
Each comment should include at the top, "Reference No. [SP-96-005" and "Advisory Committee Informal Working Group 2A." FCC staff assures us 
that comments will be given prompt consideration, and asks that parties refrain from filing comments in accordance with previous instructions. 


Do comment. But be civil. Don't abuse people who are simply doing their jobs. We have to get across that casting coyetous eyes on amateur bands is 
counlerproductive, and contrary to the public interest. To accomplish this we need a lot of comments, including yours. But remember that the objective 
is to educate and persuade, not to intimidate. We don't need to. The facts are on our side. 


TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 
1996 P.O. BOX 4521 EVANSVILLE, IN 47724 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Please fill out if you want to join TARS. If you are already a member, fill out to update records. 


Name Call License Class 
Address Telephone 
City State Zip 
How long have you been a ham? Are you an ARRL member? 


What is your occupation? 


Do you have any portable or emergency equipment? 


440 Mhz 


Batteries 


Generator 


| HF 2 meter 


Antennas ATV Packet 


Use back of form if needed to list special equipment and talents. 


Do you check into any nets? Which ones (list) 


What is your favorite type of amateur activity 


What type of programs would you like to have at TARS meetings? 


Do you plan to use the TARS repeaters? Which ones? 


2 Meter Phone Patch ATV Packet Node? 


“"e- Regular member ... $25.00 
Add‘! family member/full 

He membership privileges $5.00 

Associate member .. $25.00 

3 Add‘I family member/full 
membership privileges $5.00 

-: Senior Member .... $12.50 


If you had an Autodial slot last year, what is it? 
What was the telephone number assigned to this slot? 


If you want an Autodial slot for 7996, list the phone number you want 
assigned to it 
Same as last year? 


—Add‘I family member/full 
~-membership privileges $2.50 

gee ely member(thru Be TARS 

(2 Bilident mamber ful PO Box 4521 

ao ans E ille, 

: membership privileges $12.50 SE UE ple Ue 

Handicapped member 


Please mail this application with your check payable to TARS to 


or give to any club officer. 


Club Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of each month at the Red Cross, corner of Diamond and Heidelbach, at 7:30 P. M. 
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Sparkes 


THE TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 


JULY 1996 


What a busy month! - I'll take the activities in order. 


Although we mentioned the Freedom Festival Special 
Event Station in the last issue, it was held on the ist and 2nd and 
a was great success under the new format. We now have our 
work cut out for us. The large stack of QSLs that has 
accumulated from the operating activity awaits response. The 
Freedom Festival office has been busy as you might expect this 
time of year, and hasn't finished the certificate yet. I'm sure they 
will soon and we can start filling them out. 


Next came the Transmitter Hunt on the 8th. It was a lot of 
fun, at least for me! | was the Fox and was assisted by my son 
Collier NSIWD. | had scouted a number of sites in Audubon Park 


but when | looked at the weather report (and the sky) early . 


Saturday morning, rain was likely. My locations in Audubon would 
have required some walking and | was afraid of the consequences 
after the hunters had a long walk in the rain. So we went with plan 
"B". In looking over the topographical maps it looked like we could 
get a good reflection off of the hills at Audubon but locate in 
Indiana just across from Henderson. That should make the signal 
look like it was coming from Audubon Park and lure the hunters to 
Henderson. Well it worked, All ended up in Henderson and, when 
first clue was given as Vanderburgh Co., there was a 30 mile trip 
to get to the other side of the river. The winners were Alan 
WS9SLXW and Bob KB9LRW who were already on their way to the 
other side of the river when the first clue went out. The team of 
Nick N9WYG, Charlie NSGWS, and Harold NSDEO came in 
second. Nick wanted to know if | could spell impeachment but 
Charlie pointed out the greater punishment would be to force me 
fo stay in office. There was a photo finish for third with Terry 
AASMM skidding to a slop a few feet ahead of Brian WBSQVR. 
We all headed to Dog Town Tavern for lunch and retelling the 
morning's stories a few times. You really need to get in on one of 
these hunts. The next hunt will be Saturday July 6. Starting 
time is 10 AM at Eastland Mall parking lot. Alan and Bob will be 
the fox and | expect they will be trying to get even with Brian and |! 
See you there. 


Our regular meeting program was a presentation on the 
ARRL by Bill K4LRX. Bill talked about what the ARRL did to 
protect and promote amateur radio and the services they provide. 
Thanks Bill for refreshing us on the league's many functions. We 
certainly can not protect our frequencies, with the increased 
pressure for wireless communication, if we are not united and 
represented by the ARRL. If you are not a member please join 
(through the club of course, by sending your application to Greg). : 


The Advanced Weather Spotter class was held by the ; 


NWS on the 12 th and eight TARS members were present. 


The next TARS activity was Field Day. We had a very good 
field day with more contacts than last year, a lot of good food and 


a chance to talk about amateur radio. Joe KB9GMC and the field 
day committee of Bob N9TML, Brian WB9QVR, John WSFHA, 
and Greg KB9GNL all deserve a big thank you for the work they 
put in to make it all happen, Field Day brings together the best in 
amateur radio. Even though we had a good turnout, we need to 
figure out how to get more of our members to participate. See 
Joe's “W9O0G Operating” article for field day details. 


The last activity for the month was the Freedom Festival 
Parade. Thanks to Brian WB9QVR for leading this activity. It 
takes a lot of TARS volunteer effort to support communication for 
this event. See Brian’s article on the Parade. Thanks also to the 
Ham Station for supporting these activities and thanks also go to 
Wal-mart and Barry KE4OXZ for the soft drinks for field day. 


As far as | know, Alan N9TCV is the first in TARS to obtain a 
vanity call. He obtained his father’s call W9LXW. Emmet Donald 
Cox was an active member of TARS from the mid 40's until his 
death in 1976. Congratulations Alan. 


A copy of the letter from TARS to the FCC regarding the 
recent threat to 2M and 70 cm is included in this issue. Thanks 
to those who signed it at Field Day. 


Please welcome new members: Howard Alders KD4BXV 
from Princeton IN, Tracy Quisenberry KB9MBV from Evansville, 
and Robert Wilson WSGFO of Salem IN. 


Correction to roster - Please correct the calli sign for 
Michael Yates (last entry on the list) to KB9MZG, (I don't know 
who's idea it was to put the “G” and "H” keys so close together! - 
Ed.) 


| have several copies of information provided by the ARRL 
related to cable TV interference. The Newburgh cable system 
has changed the lineup and now channel 18 is occupied by TNT 
as opposed to the home shopping channel. Needless to say 
complaints have increased. 


The July Meeting topic will be a demonstration of the 
amateur related information on the internet. This will be a real . 
time connection where various sites, around the world, including 
our own home page, will be displayed using a large screen. It 
should be interesting whether you have an intemet connection or 
not. 


| will be away for the August meeting and will put out a short 
version of Sparks before | leave. (Which I'm calling Sparks Lite). 
Submissions will have to be in by July 17. 


73 Bil cco = oom 


3 TARS Board Meeting 7pm at the Red Cross 

4 Lighted Boat Parade 

6 Transmitter Hunt 10AM Eastland Mall Parking Lot 

11 TARS General Meeting - 7:30pm at Red Cross 
Program is an Internet Demonstration 

27 VE Testing - 9am at the Red Cross 

29 Drums on the Ohio 


July Birthdays 

4 John N4Xl, 5 Nick NSWYG, 5 Hal WB9FNN 

7 John N9XXK, 8 Jim WSNJE, 17 Jim WSCVN 

17 Keith AASKQ, 18 Dan AASAN, 19 Blanche KASEIV 
19 David WASC, 20 Daniel KASZHY, 21 Delores KASKRD 
25 Don NSQJV, 25 Janice KE4SVJ, 26 Robert NSVGN 
27 Marc N9RLD, 29 Roy KASIWP, 29 Richard N9INCG 

31 LaRue W9LBS, 31 Michael N9RAH, 

August 1 Larry N9WYC, 4 Paul WASBYZ, 7 David NSJWV 


June has finally come and gone, and TARS was busy throughout 
the entire month. We had a great success with the Freedom 
Festival special event station, making nearly 400 contacts! W9O0G 
worked 40 states, the District of Columbia, and Ontario over the 
weekend of June 1 and 2. The radios in the Red Cross and EMA 
offices performed well over the weekend, with the exception of a 
couple of minor bugs which were quickly corrected. 


At least 19 amateurs participated in the event, and WEVV 
broadcasted a segment on their Sunday evening newscast. The 
amateurs who helped make the event a success are (in no 
particular order): Charlie NSGWS, Greg KB9GNL, Terry AASMM, 
David WA9C, Len N9QVQ, Bill K4LRX, Hal WB9FNN, Carol 
KBSHDZ, Bob KBSLRW, Alan N9TCV, Alan KG9DS, Joe N9TAC, 
John W9FHA, Bob N9XAW, and Randy NSYAI. My apologies to 


anyone who | failed to list here- the sign in sheet quickly turned - 


into a log sheet. A special thanks to Nick NSWYG, Ben, KBOLXX, 
Bill KSLPS, and Brian WB9QVR who assisted in Friday evening's 
setup and Sunday afternoon's cleanup. 


Field Day was another June success, with 34 people signing in. 
With band conditions being something less than favorable, we 
managed to unofficially accumulate 5365 points, compared to last 
year's submitted score of 4655. | use these numbers, since these 
are our numbers; the ARRL will add or subtracl as they deem 
necessary for contest judging purposes. However, the score in no 
way reflects the amount of fun had by all who participated. A 
quick breakdown of CW contacts looks like this: 


40 meters- 166 contacts, 20m- 43, 15m- 52. Voice contacts break 
down as follows: 80m- 130, 40m- 73, 20m- 121, 15m- 38, 10m- 
27, 6m- 2, 2m- 10. I'm still editing the logs and comparing them 
with the operators’ notes, and | plan on submitting the summary to 
the ARRL late next week. 


The Field Day group will meet one more time to reconcile receipts, 
and to make a list of comments and recommendations for next 
year's group. The participants in this year’s Field Day activities 
were (again, in no particular order): Nick NS3WYG, Harold NSDEO, 
Terry AAQMM, Aaron KBSGNM, Wayne N9XXZ, Janet N9OXYA, Bill 
K4LRX, David WASC and Johnny, Charlie NSGWS, Bob NOXAW, 
Howard KD4BXV, Ethel NSQVE, Alan W9LXW, Ron KFORR, Barry 
KE40OXZ, Dan KB9KCK, Brian Weil, Dan KB9GNI, Jerry KDSAT, 
Janice KE4SVJ, Pat N9ZEM, Hal WBSFNN, Carol KB9HDZ, John 
N4XCS, Carroll N4XCT, Mike NSRAE, Joe NOTAC, and Chris 
NQJCA. 


In addition, I'd like to take this opportunity to thank the Field Day 
group who made most of the preparations to make our efforts a 
huge success, The group consisted of Bob KA9STML, Greg 
KBOGNL, Brian WB9QVR, John W9FHA, and Bill KSLPS who 
should receive an additional thanks. His extra efforts allowed us 
to pul up a tri-band beam and tower. Without il, our score would 
have been much lower, It also made for several “fishing stories” 
and provided excellent footage for TV stations WIVW and WFIE. 


June has finally come and gone. Is anyone up for a conlest? 


73 de Yoe KB9GMC 
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Freedom Festival Parade - July 29, 1996 


Many thanks to the following for their participation in providing 
communications for the Evansville Freedom Festival Parade on 
Saturday, July 29: 


Jason Marsh NSRTB, Alan Cox WS9LXW, Janice Knight 
KE4SVJ, Pat Nix N9ZEM, Mark Parker NONYF, Chris Lantaff 
KE9SYK, Jim Moore WD9EDH, Charlie Apfelstadt NSGWS, Peter 
Hassel KB9LKQ, Jerry Mcintosh KD5AT, Joe Salee KB9GMC, 
Nick Harlan NOWYG, Ben Harlan KB9LXX, Norm King AASCG, 
Joanne Alexandrovich KB9LXZ, and Bill Cook KS5LPS for 
supplying radios and recruiting power 


Thanks to the efforts of those listed above we were able to provide 
a great deal of support to the Parade Committee. The parade 
itself went off without a hitch. For those of you who were unable 
to participate, please join us next year if you can. Supplying 
communications for the parade not only allows us to assist with 
one of the biggest events in Evansville and helps to fulfill our 
obligation to provide public service, it is also a great deal of fun 
(just ask anyone on the list above)! 


Sra wesave 


QRP News 


After Field Day what can you say about QRP activities that has not 
already been said or done? Thanks to the efforts on many, we 
had a great time and a rather successful operating event. One of 
the objectives of Field Day is to test your capability to operate 
under field conditions and check out emergency equipment. We 
discovered batteries that were thought to be fully charged, putting 
oul less than 5 volts and a transceiver that needs aligning. The 
ability to overcome problems is another test that we passed with 
flying colors. When all the batteries not on a solar charger ran dry, 
we learned the value of the sun powered station. One local, well 
know DxXer, (who normally runs a KW) from Kentucky was heard 
to proclaim, “This low power is a challenge”. He smiled and 
continued to run CW at a rapid rate and piled up the contacts, He 
also admitted that he has experimented with turning his power 
down to the QRP level. (QRP will get you yet, Bill) | particularly 
enjoyed the computer logging! It speeded up the operation, made 
for accurate record keeping and eliminated the hassle of flipping 
the dupe page over and trying to decipher everyone's hand writing. 
The food was tops on the list of good things and was in ample 
supply. Greg makes a good pot of chili and even brought his 
family to help keep things in order. The goodness in the veggies 
offset the "bad for you” things in the doughnuts. 


Not much going on in the ham radio department here, | am 
collecting ideas for a new tuner that | hope to build in the winter. 
Found some very knowledgeable people on the QRP-L Internet 
conneclion and have found them full of helpful ideas. Will 
incorporate the suggestions | like and check out the junk box, 
before starting the project. My old homebrewed tuner is about 20 
years old. The miniductor is fried and | am tired of using an 
alligator clip for tapping the coil when changing bands, Need to 
get into the 20th century sometime. Would like to build another 
QRP rig too. Some really neat ones coming out and they keep 
getting better. Even Ten Tec may get into the QRP game again. 
Hope they can back to the QRP rigs they produced years ago. As 
for me, | don't need all the bells and whistles that are on the big 
fancy rigs. 1 would rather change bands by flipping a switch 
rather than having to read 20 pages in the manual to determine 
how to program the microprocessor. (How do you keep track of 
what you have entered into 100 memories?) My offer stands, if 
you need help with building one of the kits, give me a call. Or if 
you want a ready built QRP rig, I'll sell you mine and build another 
one. (QRP Classic with built-in keyer, xtal and audio filtering, 


QSK, 20 and 40 meters, ($150) 


OK, time for me to get outside and cut the grass. (Oh Happy Day, 
yeah...right) Keep your ears tuned for band openings and hope for 
sun activity real soon! 


72 Gobu 
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TARS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB V 
By Clifford McGuyer, W9CM Ex W9DGA, W9FC 


Continuing from last month we pick up the story as follows. 


On Friday May 28, 1948 the regular meeting of TARS was held at 
the Evansville City Court Room with 51 persons in attendance. 
President W9AIN presided. Minutes of previous meeting and 
treasurer's report were read and approved. 


WSAIN discussed meeting time. Motion made and seconded to 
change meeting time to 7PM CST. Motion carried. 


It was decided thal 10% of future auction fees be placed in TARS 
treasury. Also agreed to sell advertising space in "SPARKS." 
WS9JFJ volunteered to be the advertising manager. - 


Club incorporation was again discussed. Motion made and 
seconded to forget the matter untit we have our own club room. 


A discussion was held regarding recent ARRL proposals for band 
divisions of phone and CW. No agreement was reached by the 
body. President WSAIN suggested we send in the Questionnaire 
in February 1948 QST and write letters as individuals. (See “As | 
See It" by President W9AIN following later in this article). 


The Program featured Phil Hatfield) W9GFS who gave an 
interesting talk on "Portable Equipment." Phil had several pieces 
of home built equipment to display. Meeting adjourned at 2205 
hours. 


WSFHA 


Victor Chamberlain, WSBBC, Secretary 


on June 25, 1948 the regular meeting of TARS was held at the 
Evansville City Court Room with 49 persons in attendance. 
Minutes of previous meeting and treasurer's report read and 
approved. 


President W9AIN announced two new hams in town. 
Mr. Mangu, W9EGF and Bill Elmendorf, W9OPE. 


The amendment to the Constitution pertaining to Student 
Membership was voted in unanimously and made a part of the 
Constitution. 


They were 


WS9FS announced TARS was asked to provide an "Official 
observer’ for the ARRL. WS9GFS was recommended for this 
position. 


W9GFS will chair the Picnic Committee. Phil will choose his 
committee members. Camp Pahowka was recommended as the 
location. 


The program was a talk by Paul Robbiano, W9NEC on the 
“Franklin Oscillator’ and its various applications to Amateur Radio. 
Paul, Ex W6PKM is a graduate of Stanford University. During 
WWIi, he was with the Radio Research Lab of Harvard, and spent 
some time in England for the Lab. Meeting adjourned at 2130 
hours. 


Victor Chamberlain, W9BBC, Secretary 


Volume 1 Number 2 issue of "SPARKS" was published for June 1 
948. Again it consisted of ten pages. Two new positions were 
added to the Staff. Advertising, Howard Campbell, W9JFJ and 
Dorothy McGuyer, Circulation and Production. Paid 


advertisements were from Castrup's Radio Supplies, Ohio Valley 
Sound Service and Wesco Radio Parts. W9JFJ was “on the Ball." 


President W9AIN wrote the following column "As | See It." 


There are times when controversial questions must arise; some 
people will take an affirmative view, others a negative. However 
both sides may have very good reasons to debate the question. 
We must abide by the decision of our elected representatives. 
Recently the ARRL Board of Directors at their annual meeting 
studied, debated, and proposed a number of new regulations. 
Individually we may agree or disagree with their judgment, but until 
we request and receive a report from our own Central Director, it 
is too early to condemn the Board's action. 


Sometimes, before giving a question proper consideration, we are 
prone fo expect everyone to view it exactly as we do. However, 
everyone has a right to his opinion regardless of whether it 
coincides with ours. Our Society, as a body has previously agreed 
not to enter controversial issues. Therefore, individual members 
of groups who may have dissenting views should respect the 
opinions of other Society members and act accordingly. 


Other articles were by W9BBC, "Your Secretary." "Indiana State 
Emergency" by W9FS the Indiana SEC. “Above 50 Mhz" by 
WSUIA. “Inductance Calculations" by W9ERN. "The Sky Hook" 
by W9AIN. "Grid Dip Oscillator for VHF" by WSUIA, and "Hows 
Your DX?" by WSQLW. 

Letters to the Editor was received from ARRL Section 
Communications Manager (SCM, now called SM) WSFSG and Gil 
WSTHD. Both had complementary words on the first issue of 
"SPARKS." 


To be continued next month. 


TARS RESPONSE TO THREAT TO 
2 METERS and 70 CM 


To respond to the recent request from the ARRL to write the FCC 
regarding the study to consider spectrum sharing, the following 
letter was sent to the FCC. Signatures which were added at Field 
Day were also included. 


June 13, 1996 
To: Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20554 


Reference No. ISP-96-005 
Advisory Committee Informal Working Group 2A 


Re: Spectrum Sharing of Amateur Radio VHF and UHF 
Frequencies with LEO Satellites 


The Tri-State Amateur Radio Society is submitting these 
comments on behalf of our 180 members and we request they be 
considered in connection with the current study to evaluate 
spectrum sharing opportunities below 1.0 GHz. We believe the 
frequencies allocated to amateur radio, which are being 
considered in this study, are so inappropriate for sharing, that they 
should not be considered further in the study. We understand that 
it is the position of the Committee that it would not be appropriate 
to exclude the amateur frequencies from the study. This might 
have merit if it were not for the fact that other frequencies have 
been excluded from the study. We do not unders\and this double 
standard. 


There are many reasons why the amateur 144 and 420 MHz 
bands are unlikely candidates for sharing. We are sure other 
amateurs and amateur radio organizations will comment on the 
many uses of the very limited spectrum allocated to the amateur 
tadio service. We will focus on the very real hardship that the 
loss, or even reduced availability, of these bands would mean to 
Evansville Indiana and the surrounding area. 


e The National Weather Service office in Evansville was 
recently closed with radar coverage now being provided from 
a town 85 miles away. This has proven to be a significant 
loss in severe weather warming capability and amateur radio 
plays a key role in providing real time weather information 
both to the public and the National Weather Service. All of 
the severe storm communication is carried out on the 144 and 
420 MHz bands. Many times this communication occurs 
under extremely weak signal conditions caused by the storms 
or emergency equipment use, 


e Our Emergency Response Organizations depend on the use 
of amateur radio operators in their response plans and almost 
all of the communication associated with the support of 
disaster relief utilizes the 144 and 420 MHz bands. You will 
receive comments from both the Evansville Emergency 
Management Agency and the Evansville Chapter of the 
American Red Cross underscoring this point. It should be 
pointed out thai for both emergency weather communication, 
and disaster communication, frequencies are often quiet so 
that critical information can be passed immediately. Any 
system that automatically selects “quiet frequencies” for use 
will ceriainly interfere with critical emergency communication. 


« We should point out that the Evansville area amateur radio 
operators provide the essential communication services 
mentioned above on a voluntary basis. They provide their 
own equipment, along with the use of club equipment, as a 
public service to carry out the communication mission. The 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society has over $12,009 invested in 
repeater systems on these bands which are maintained in 
continuous service by the amateur community. In these times 
of tight government budgets it seems to us that volunteer 
services should be strongly encouraged. To replace the 
equipment and trained operators with government employees 
would be prohibitively expensive. To limit or remove amateur 
operating frequencies would be absolutely counter to the 
volunteer effort that is needed in our community! 


In a related matter we understand that our American Radio Relay 
League representative was subjected to abuse by the government 
employee chairing the meeting of the IWG-2A meeting on May 30. 
We take strong exception to such treatment and ask that it not 
happen again. 


By copy of this letter to our Representative the Honorable John 
Hostelleter we request that his office be appraised of this 
frequency study and support our position on this matter. 


In closing it seems to us to be tolally inappropriate to continue to 
include the amateur frequencies in this study. The amateur 
community uses these frequencies for a broad array of 
communication technologies and is active in developing new 
modes to advance the state of the arl. Coexistence with other 
services is not practical given the full utilization of these 
frequencies. These amateur frequencies represent the test bed 
for new communication techniques and are the “Public Park” 
which citizens can use to provide community service. It serves no 
good to diminish amateur radio operators’ value to the community 
through reallocation or sharing of this spectrum. 


Respectfully 


William R, Cook 
President - Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 


cc: David Sumner, Executive Vice President - The American 
Radio Relay League 
Hon, John Hostettler - US Representative 8" District 


Signature of Other TARS Members on the following page: 


FOR SALE: 


Computer - Tandy VGM 220, 386 IBM Compatible. 85mb Hard 
Drive, imb RAM, 3.5 Floppy, Color Monitor. $700 or best offer. 
Call after 6 or weekends 464-8781, Gail KAOZMF 


Drake R4B, T-4B, and MS~4 (speaker/power supply)for $325. 
This rig is in good condition. It can be seen and operated at my 
QTH. John Small (W9FHA) 867-7058. 
[SSeS a ee eee 


BALLOON CHASE 

A recent ham radio balloon flight in Indiana has been deemed a 
complete success. It took place one the firsi weekend in June and 
may have been the first flight covered live on the World Wide 
Web. 

Balmy temperatures and partly cloudy skies made a perfect day 
for a balloon chase. Members of the Mid State Amateur Radio 
Club in Franklin, IN and the Central Indiana Balloon Experimenters 
Group launched and recovered three amateur radio packages. 


Following an early morning launch, the balloon rose to nearly 
99,000 feet before parachuting back to earth. The 2 hour 10 
minute flight only covered 18 miles, but netted great amateur TV 
pictures of the balloon and earih as it ascended into suborbit. The 
three package payload consisted of a crossband repeater, 
amateur TV, and GPS APRS package. 


Ham radio operators from Chicago to western Pennslynia 
reported seeing the TV pictures, Dozens of hams in the tri state 
area checked into the balloon repeater. Many with only an HT and 
a couple of watts of power. 


The five car chase team found the parachute and packages in a 
soggy farm field five miles northwest of Shelbyville, IN. The 
mission included a 75m net, a chase plane with onboard tracking, 
and ten minute picture updates on the Mid State Amateur Radio 
Home Page on the World Wide Web. 


According to flight director Chuck Crist, WB9IHS, it was a nearly 
perfect mission for Wind Track '96. 


OFFICERS: 
PRESIDENT Bill Cook- K5LPS 853-5806 
VICE PRESIDENT Terry Brooks - AA9MM 421-9135 
SECRETARY Brian Esche (temp) - WB9QVR 473-5602 
TREASURER Greg McLain - KB9GNL 422-8459 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Gordon Conley - WROW 479-7391 
Nick Harlan - NIWYG 853-6466 
Bill Hilyerd - K4LRX 502-826-2687 
John McCormick - N9XXK 424-6364 
Joe Salee - KB9GMC 479-7302 
Dan Weil- KB9GNI 867-3098 


Sparks is Published monthly and is the newsletter of the 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
P.O.BOX 4521, Evavsville, IN 47724 
Editor's address: Bill Cook 
6400 Pfafflin Lake Blvd.,Newburgh IN 47630 
Phone 812 853 5806 (also FAX) 
Email: wcook@evansville.net 
Submissions needed by the last Thursday of Month 
TARS Internet: http:/www.evansville.neU~wcook 


Tri State Emergency Net: There were 126 check-ins to the 
regular Wednesday night net sessions 


TREASURER’S JUNE REPORT 


Beginning Balance $5919.02 
Refreshments -$32.56 
Field Day Cash (unused funds will be retumed)  -$250.00 
Fox Hunt prizes -$50.00 
ARRL Tapes -$96.00 
P.O. Box Rental 40,00 
Membership dues $40.00 
Interest $11.56 
Ending Balance $5512.02 


SSS 


TARS Board Meeting Minutes - 6/6/96 
The June TARS Board meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm. 


The emergency groups RACES and ARES were discussed. It was 
recognized that TARS should strengthen relationships with both 
bodies and improve coordination within and between those units. 


A suggestion was made to use the Red Cross and/or EMA offices 
when conducting a weather net. Discussion on the topic of where 
to locate the net control station will continue at later meetings. 


Joe, KB9GMC reported that an update on the activities of the 
Freedom Festival Special Event station has been provided to Jan 
Theurbach of the Freedom Festival Committee. Due to a problem 
with the logging software, a complete log of the activity was not 
yet available. Terry, AASMM will investigate the problems with the 
software. The Freedom Festival office is expected to Braue the 
Special Event certificates in 3-4 weeks. 


A transmitter hunt is scheduled for Saturday, June 8. Bill, KSLPS 
will be the fox for this hunt. 


An advanced weather spotter class may be scheduled soon. Bill, 
KS5LPS will check with the National Weather Service in Paducah to 
see if they would be interested in providing or participating in such 
a class. 


The threat to the 2 meter and 440 MHz bands was discussed. 
Terry, AAQMM distributed a sample letter that had been forwarded 
to the FCC. A petition will be circulated at the next club meeting. 
The board recommended that all hams send letters to the 
commission opposing the possibility of reallocating these popular 
bands to the low-earth orbit satellite industry. It is also suggested 
that letters from local hams point out how the loss of these bands 
could affect the Tri-State in particular. 


Eleven to twelve operators will be needed for the Freedom 
Festival Parade on June 29. Bill, KSLPS; Brian, WB9QVR; Nick, 
NOWYG; and Greg, KBSGNL have tentatively volunteered. Other 
operators will be recruited at the next club meeting and Field Day. 


Field Day (June 22 and 23) was discussed. Plans call for a beam 
and several tower sections (supplied by Bill, KSLPS) to be erected 
along with a GSRV and other dipole-style antennas. All members 
who have batteries from last years Field Day are encouraged to 
bring them to the site. Commemorative TARS Field Day 96” caps 
may be ordered and distributed to the participants if enough time 
is available to have them printed. 


Bill, KSLPS asked for assistance with the production of Sparks. 
Specific needs are for someone to print labels or assist with 
editing and production. 


A discussion of cable TV system interference revealed that recent 
efforts to reduce TVI had favored the amateurs involved. Bill, 
K4LRX pointed out that since CATV is a closed system, the 
operators of the system are responsible for preventing inbound or 
outbound interference to those systems. All hams are encouraged 
to work closely with cable TV companies to resolve such 
interference problems. 


The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:30 pm. 


TARS General Meeting Minutes - 6/13/96 


The June TARS general meeting was called to order at 7:33 pm. 


The transmitter hunt held on June 8 was a success. Alan Cox, 
W9LXW and Bob Dearmond, KB9LRW won first place with the 
team of Nick Harlan, NOWYG, Charlie Apfelstadt, N9GWS, and 
Harold Meunsterman, N9DEO receiving the second place award. 
Terry Brooks, AASMM placed third and Brian Esche, WB9QVR 
took fourth place honors. A good time was had by all. 
SSS a rey 


AASMWN’s 70 cm Repeater Available to TARS 


Terry AASMM has made his repeater available to TARS members 
and encourages users to join TARS. Access commands follow: 


Frequency 443.400 +5 with PL tone of 141.3 
22 plus Phone number plus* for phone patch 
66* for time and date 


Long tone 0 for central dispatch 

Long tone A for the Vand EMA office 

Long tone B 800 number for wx bureau 

Long tone C Evansville Red Cross 

Long tone D Indiana State Police @ Evansville 


This is a first class high profile repeater and TARS is fortunate to 
have Terry's generous offer of making it available to TARS 
members. Thanks Terry! 


Indiana Repeater Council WARS 

We have received a number of mailings over the last few months 
which indicate the Indiana Repeater Council which is responsible 
for repeater coordination in Indiana is in a state of turmoil. In order 
to limit liability of the members they wanted to incorporate. This 
exposed strong internal differences. | have lifted a few excerpts 
from the groups publication, Indiana Repeater News - Special 
Edition, by Jim Wells. "...Afler making the final changes which the 
attorney wanted, I gathered the incorporators together for a 
"signing party." After the documents were signed the Secretary 
mailed them along with a check for the $30.00 filing fee to the 
Indiana Secretary of State's office. 

About a week afler the documents were mailed to the State 
with copies to all the officers named in the documents, | received a 
letter from one of these individuals who complained that the 
Council had always been a "member driven" organization and that 
we had gone far beyond what the membership had authorized. 
Let's consider his charge for a moment. 

The discussion at Fort Wayne had centered around incorpora- 
tion to limit the liability of members should the Council be sued. 
This is exactly what | worked on when | wrote the new Articles of 
Incorporation and By-Laws. I don't think that it would be possible 
to be any more "member driven" than that. The person who 
complained also stated that he "had taken action to stop what we 
had done." This "action" was to go to the Secretary of State's 
office in person (and therefore ahead of our filing by mail) and fill 
out the State form titled "Articles of Incorporation” and in doing 
so had reserved IN HIS NAME the name Indiana Repeater 
Council, Inc. He had also gone to the coordination councils in the 
surrounding states and claimed that he personally was the Indiana 
Repeater Council, Inc. now and that they should deal with him. 1 
don't know of any possible action which he could have taken which 
would be more the opposite of "member driven" then this was. 

Well, he legally does have reserved to himself now the name 
Indiana Repeater Council, Inc. and there is nothing that we can do 
about that. My attorney said that the simplest solution would be to 
change the name of our organization slightly and refile our 
paperwork. This is what we did. The name which YOUR Council 
incorporated under was "The Indiana Repeater and Auxiliary 
Council, Inc." or TIRAC, Inc. We have also mounted a publicity 
campaign to correct any damage which this disgruntled member 
may have caused with the sw-rounding state organizations. ...” 


In my opinion, the whole thing does not reflect well on Indiana or 
the Council! Ed. 
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Well this is going to be a shorter than usual issue of Sparks. After 
having So much activity in June, we need a little bit of a rest. 


Thanks to Brian WB9QVR for putting on the Internet demo for the 
July meeting. People who have not experienced the Internet ask, 
me “what is it?”. It is hard to describe but much easier to see. 
Brian’s demonstration should have helped answer the question. 
There is a wealth of amateur radio related information available on 
the net. See John’s QRP article for just a couple of uses. With 
the time available, we could only scratch the surface. 


Thanks also to Charlie NSGWS for organizing support for the 
Freedom Festival July 4" Boat Parade. He was assisted by Mike 
N9RAE, Ben KB9LXX and Nick NSWYG. 


Sparks will be printed before the Drums on the Ohio event but 
thanks in advance to everyone supporting that effort. We will pick 
up the report next month. 


Blanche KAQYEIV is Indiana Amateur of the Year 


lam very please to report that a TARS member was selected 
as Indiana Amateur of the Year. The recipient is Blanche 
Elpers KASEIV. The award was made at the Indianapolis 
Hamfest by the Indiana Radio Club Council and recognizes 
They 
Blanche's dedication 


Blanche for her many contributions to Amateur Radio. 
could not have picked a better person. 
to amateur radio and TARS are the standard we all ought to 


shoot for. 
awardlll 


Congratulations Blanche on this well deserved 


Welcome to TARS member Logan Jacobs N9LJ who is returning 
after a period of inactivity. Glad to have you back Logan. 


Another TARS transmitter hunt was held on the 6". Alan W9LXW 
and Bob KBSLRW were the foxes and three teams were hunting. 
The location was north of Spotsville KY a few miles and a couple 
of miles south of Newburgh. David WASC, Collier NOIWC and | 
were the first and only hunters to arrive. We would have been 
there sooner if | hadn't been so convinced that they were at 
“Newburgh beach” on the KY side. Thanks to Alan and Bob for 
putting this one on, and special thanks to Sherri KB9MZE for the 
Hamburgers, Transmitter hunting makes you hungry! We 
certainly need more participation if we are to continue these hunts. 


The August meeting will be presented by Sherman Greer on 
Search and Rescue and how their dog is used in those activities. 
It should be interesting, be sure to attend. 


3 Bde 000 = em 


3 TARS Board Meeting 7pm at the Red Cross 

41 TARS General Meeting - EMA Search and Rescue Dog by 
Sherman Greer- 7:30pm at Red Cross 

24 VE Testing - 9am at the Red Cross 


Birthdays are on Page 3 \ 


“a 


QRP News 


This is a story about Field Day, QRP, DX and the INTERNET. At 
‘east they all have ham radio in common. During Field Day we ran 
several of the big batteries “dry” so | brought in my little QRP 
Classic and 7 AH battery. After an hour or so of operating, | 
wasn't doing as well as | thought | should. So we switched out the 
rigs and brought in a new battery. Knowing that my little rig wasn’t 
performing very well, | brought it into the shack for a check out. | 
tuned it up on 20 meters, checked the power, and it was only 
putting out a watt. (Looking back, for only running one watt during 
Field day, it did very well!) | cranked up the power to the 
maximum, 3.5 watts. Looked around on twenty meters and heard 
a BIG pile up near the bottom of the band. It was T32Z working 
them a fast as he could. | had no idea of his location. | signed my 
call one time and he came back to me. HE CAME BACK TO ME! 
We exchanged reports, he was 579 and | was 559. | Emailed 
K4LRX to find out where the heck T32Z was located. Bill quickly 
responded to my query and said that he was in Eastern Kiribati 
Island. Back to the INTERNET where | did a “search" for Kiribati 
Island. Lo and behold, they have a very big spread on their “Home 
Page”. | learned all sorts of things about their economy, location, 
transportalion, weather, etc. They are located in the Pacific, 
south of the equator. | picked off the coordinates and went to 
another web site called “How far is it?”. It asked for my location 
and | typed in Evansville, IN. It didn’t recognize Kiribati Islands so 
| had to enter the coordinates. The answer to the question, “How 
far is it?", was 6685 miles. A link from this page sent me to a 
world map that displayed both my QTH and 1322's location. 
Pretly neat stuff! | divided 6685 miles by my power, 3.5 watts and 
got 1910 miles per watt. This will easily qualify me for the 1000 
miles per watt certificate offered by the QRP club, ARCI. Itis by 
no means a significant achievement, since many of the QRPers 
are exceeding 10,000 miles per watt. oe 


Surprises such as this, really put the fun into ham radio for me. It 
is almost like the first time | talked out of the country. QRP and 
homebrewing seem to go hand in hand and are one inexpensive 
way of enjoying this great hobby. A computer with access to the 
Internet makes it even more interesting. | can learn more about 
the geography of the stations | work and learn more about the 
activities of other hams with the same interest as my myself. We 
are no longer restricted to one on one QSO's, or to net operations. 
With Email and the many servers out there, we can read and 
leave messages at our own convenience. Even though the server 
is located on the other side of the globe and is easily accessible, it 
doesn’t compare with a real live QSO. 


| keep thinking about putting up a big beam and regularly check 
the prices on rotators and tri-banders. However, when | land a 
nice contact such as T32Z with my wire antenna, it is even 
sweeter. {| have less than $25 in this 80-10 meter antenna, 
including the feed line. For the price of an HT | can talk around 
the world, on HF, with my QRP transceiver. You never “time out” 
the frequency and can talk to a different station everyday. “It just 
don’t get no better than that!" 


12 ole 


WSFHA 


Editor's note: \t is rare that W9FHA is without a quick response, 
but for a brief moment at Field Day John was one-upped. He had 
been strongly suggesting all day that we should have steaks for 
dinner. As the Hamburgers were served he remarked that they 
certainly were not steaks. Without a moments hesitation someone 
pointed out they were in fact QRP steaks! Little was heard from 
WSFHA, for a few minutes, 


A super young genius at work! 


| am sure that many of you have always wanted to build your own 
gear, share the pride with others that you have built something 
with your own two hands, and made it work. | had that ambition 
many years ago when | was a young lad of a mere sixteen years of 
age. Now | am sure that some of my friends out in “Sparks” land 
will question the fact as to whether, or not there were radios during 
this point in time. Yes there were radios, and even television was ,_ 
seen from time to time | just wanted to clear up any question in * 
your mind, After all | am not that old, although some of my cohorts 
on 146.58 think so! 


| thought | knew about power supplies then, in fact | was under the 
false assumption that | knew all there was to know about them. ! 
had built a supply with the following voltages to power a then piece 
of tube type equipment ,a twelve volt filament supply and a , 400 
volt plate supply for the tubes | had used. 


This project was to power an outboard vfo for my rig, of course 
then everything was tubes, and outboard vfo’s were very 
common! | as many young fellows of that age were strapped for 
funds, so | thought | would take a few of those shortcuts. | had a 
great idea, why not use a relay to kill the high voltage to the tubes 
in my vfo, that way it would not run all the time, and generate an 
annoying carrier. This was common in those days, something the 
modern operator does not have to worry about. 


| got some filter capacitors 450WV, a transformer, a rectifier tube 
to serve the purpose, but keep this in mind, you notice | said 
nothing about bleeder resistors, and providing the proper load on a 
high voltage supply. 


The day came, | could show the world a thing or two about power 
supplies, mine would work, and it would be my crowning 
achievement, | plugged it in, the tube came to life, and the power 
was supplied to the vfo | was using. | told a couple of guys on the 
air about what | had done, hey | was the envy of all. | made a 
couple of transmissions, and then | stood by, now remember | had 
an unloaded power supply, no bleeders, and exceeding the 
working voltage of the filter capacitors, which were oil filled by at 
least 300 volts! 


What my fellow radio amateurs do you suppose you get? A very 
loud KA-BOOMII!!! My dad's reaction to this pronounced 
explosion, which rocked the foundation of our humble household, 
was one of a father whose son had done severe harm to his 
domicile! As my father approached my now devastated ham 
shack, he was muttering something io the fact he had drowned the 
wrong twin! 


There | sat in the middle of my room, oil from exploded filter 
capacitors dripping from the side walls, and bits of paper still 
fluttering in the air, “Something blew’!!! was my reply, my mother 
made some attempt in saving my young life from father's wrath, he 
felt at this time no jury would convict him of an act, which he was 
about to commit! 


My mother went downstairs, got a large bucket of water, some 
soap, a scrub brush, you could only guess what | did for the next 
couple of hours. 


The power supply? It went back to the drawing board, for a long 
long long time! 


Bkl K4LRX 


TARS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB VII 


By Clifford McGuyer, W9CM Ex W9DGA, W9FC 
Continuing from last month we pick up the story as follows. 


On Friday July 30, 1948 the regular meeting of TARS was held at 
the City Court Room with 43 persons in attendance. W9GFS was 
appointed Chairman of the Picnic Committee by President WSAIN. 
After discussion it was agreed to have the picnic on the second 
Sunday in September at Camp Pahowka. 


WSQLW made the suggestion we send a list of all hams by call 
sign to the Post office to aid in QSL delivery. W9CM announced 
the QSL contest for the months of October and November. The 
winner to receive a plaque. Meeting adjourned at 2115 hours. 


Victor Chamberlain, W9BBC, Secretary. 


In September 1948 a new Treasurer was elected. After the ballots 
were counted WSKVE was announced as the new Treasurer. 


In October 1948 TARS decided to have the Club year start in 
January and end in December. WSGFS announced a banquet will 
be held November 17, 1948 at the K.C. Hall. Charge will be $1.50 
per plate with a 10% tip to be added. 


The Constitution was amended to have election held in December 
with officers taking office in January. W9HX gave a talk on 
Telephone to Car telephone service as provided by Indiana Bell 
Telephone. The Auction went over with a bang and the club 
perceniage was $5.16. 

Victor Chamberlain, W9BBC, Secretary. 


In November 1948 W9EHU was appointed Committee Chairman 
{o rewrite the Constitution and By-Laws. Ben will choose his 
committee members. Howard Campbell, SWL suggested the 
SWL members be represented on the Board of Directors. 


Election of officers was held December 29, 1948 at the YMCA in 
addition to the annual Christmas Party. Gifts were exchanged by 
members and a 5U4 rectifier donated by Wesco Radio was given 
to each member. Sacks of candy were given to the children 
present while the ladies and children watched the showing of 
several movie shorts. Members adjourned to another room’ for 
the business meeting. 


Nominated for President starting in 1949 was WSUMS, W9EHU 
and W4PKX. W9UMS and W4PKX tied and a run of f election 
was held. W9UMS was the winner by one vote. 


Nominated for Vice President was W9LBS ex WSEJS, W9SQLW 
and W4PKX. W9QLW was elected Vice President. 


Nominated for Secretary was W4PKX, W9FJI and W9ERN. 
W9FJI was elected Secretary. 


Nominated for Treasurer was WSUIA, WSBBN and WSUNT. 
WSUIA was elected Treasurer. 


W4PKX was appointed Director at Large by President W9AIN who 
then turned the meeting over to WSUMS the President for 1949. 
Al asked for the cooperation of all for the year to come. W9CM will 
continue as Editor of Sparks. The new Secretary W9FJI was 
asked to contact the Secretary of State concerning the issuance of 
license plates with amateur radio call signs rather than numerals. 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned. 


Fred Sawyer, WOFJI, Secretary-Elect. 


Cosmo Sivolella, W9EVR recently passed away in Califomia. He 
was a radio engineer at WGBF while in Evansville but became an 
Attorney in California. Cosmo felt TARS needed some sole 
searching and challenged TARS by writing the following for Sparks 
in August 1948. It seemed to have worked looking at the 
accomplishments of TARS the past several years. 


THE RADIO AMATEUR AND HIS SOCIETY 
By Cosmo Sivolella, WSEVR. 


It is inevitable after a time that a new organization pause for some 
evaluation of itself. The yardstick used in measuring the worth of 
a radio society is not particularly intricate. We are all familiar with 
the factors which justify the existence of the Radio Amateur and it 
is only a matter of intellectual honesty to ask ourselves the 
necessary questions and give each its due, in order to arrive at an, 
accurate evaluation of our society to date. ? 


All the energy expended by any individual toward benefiting the 
society, though now without any apparent effect, should not be 
considered as lost. Energy is never wasted when it lends itself 
toward a goal which as yet may not be included in our own 
particular concepts of what a society is for. It is important at any 
rate that we give allegiance to those forces which support the 
proposition that Amateur Radio in its setup is necessarily tied in 
with the public and community. As a matter of fact this is probably 
basic philosophy for the successful run of any organization. With 
this factor for a reference point we can begin to harass ourselves 
with the necessary questions which will mark us as intellectually 
honest. What have we contributed to the community? What 
plans, programs, policies do we have for the future which will 
focus some altention and interest in our society? Can we honestly 
say that we have made any impression on the community? Do we 
really believe that we can hold the interest and support of 
members and indeed raise this interest without some public 
recognition of our worth? 


Like a healthy individual, the organization has an ego. And it too 
needs to be fed from time to time in order to remain healthy red 
and not fall off into the anemic stage preceding collapse. It is up 
to the present core of the society to bring the necessary additions 
in order to draw into our circle the more timid and frigid, and to 
make the presently active members feel that at least they have 
something to aim at. 


To be continued next month. 


LAST GASP FOR CYCLE 22? 


From the ARRL Letter: 


Solar prognosticator Tad Cook, KT7H, asks: Is this a last gasp for 
* Cycle 22? Solar activity recently took a big and unexpected jump, 
with solar flux peaking at 83.6 on July 9, and the average sunspot 
number up almost 6 points beyond the previous week. 


Solar flares around the first of the month produced slow-moving 
protons which affected the A and K indices around July 3, 4 and 5. 
The highest K index was 4. A later flare disturbed conditions on 
July 12 and 13 during the |ARU HF World Championship. 


Cook predicts the solar flux will again rise above 70 after July 28. 
The next solar rotalion will probably bring the current active region 
around again to bump the solar flux up around 80 after August 1. 


Sunspot numbers for July 4 through 10 were 12, 12, 0, 27, 42, 44 
and 36, respectively, with a mean of 24.7. The 10.7-cm flux was 
69.1, 68.6, 68.2, 71.9, 81.6, 83.6, and 79.8, respectively, for a 
mean of 74.7. 


OFFICERS: 
PRESIDENT Bill Cook- K5LPS 853-5806 
VICE PRESIDENT Terry Brooks - AASMM 421-9135 
SECRETARY Brian Esche (temp) - WB9QVR 473-5602 
TREASURER Greg McLain - KBSGNL 422-8459 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Gordon Conley - WR9W 479-7391 
Nick Harlan - NSWYG 853-6466 
Bill Hilyerd - K4LRX 502-826-2687 
John McCormick - N9XXK 424-6364 
Joe Salee - KB9GMC 479-7302 
Dan Weil - KB9GNI 867-3098 


Sparks is Published monthly and is the newsletter of the 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
P.O.BOX 4521, Evavsville, IN 47724 


Editor’s address: Bill Cook 
6400 Pfafflin Lake Blvd.,Newburgh IN 47630 
Phone 812 853 5806 (also FAX) 
Email: wcook@evansville.net 
Submissions needed by the last Thursday of Month 
TARS Internet: http://www.evansville.net/~wcook 


FOR SALE: 


Computer - Tandy VGM 220, 386 IBM Compatible. 85mb Hard 
Drive, mb RAM, 3.5 Floppy, Color Monitor. $700 or best offer. 
Call after 6 or weekends 464-8781, Gail KAOZMF 


Drake R-4B, T-4B, and MS-4 (speaker/power supply)for $325. 
This rig is in good condition. It can be seen and operated at my 
QTH. John Small (W9FHA) 867-7058. 


TREASURER’S JULY REPORT 


Because of the early printing for this issue of Sparks, the 
Treasurer's Report will be included next month. 


August Birthdays 

1 Larry NSWYC, 4 Paul WASBYZ, 7 David NOJWV, 

13 Ben KBSLXX, 15 Darlene KASAZS, 18 Jim NSWYK 

19 Billy NSWYF, 23 Douglas NOWYL, 24 Jeffrey NOWYI 
25 Jason NSRTB, 26 Kirk N9VYS, 26 David KB9GMI 

26 Aaron KBSGNM, 26 Jimmy WDSEDH, 27 Joe KBSHGZ 


September 1 Ruth N9ZCA, 6 Darwin WDSJKL 


W40 TO COMMEMORATE OLYMPICS 


From ARRL Letter: 


Jim Altman, N4UCK, in Atlanta, Georgia, reports that the special- 
event 1x1 call sign W40 has been issued as the official Olympics 
commemorative station. Altman, the call sign’s trustee, says the 
call sign will remain in use by various clubs and groups until 
August 31. Among the clubs expected to use the call sign is the 
Sci-Trek Amateur Radio Society (STARS) operating from the 
Science Museum of Atlanta. He said the group or groups using the 
call sign—or one of the authorized Olympics alternatives, such as 
W4000, W960 or W26O—will determine the operating schedule 
and handle QSL chores. 


Altman said to direct QSLs per the instructions of the operator on 
duty at the time of the contact. N4UCK has been giving the call 
sign an SSB workout on 20 meters and 10 meters. 
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Well after being gone for almost a month of vacation, I'm having a 
hard time getting back into the swing of things. We had a great 
time out in New Mexico and made some great ham friends. | 
understand that the August meeting unraveled a little when the 
folks with the program didn’t show and Terry AASMM our VP got 
sick the day of the meeting. Thanks to Bob NSXAW for stepping 
in at the very last minute. 


As reported last month, Blanche KASEIV was named Indiana 
Amateur of the Year by the Indiana Radio Club Council and the 
award was presented at the meeting. Congratulations Blanche 
on this well deserved award!!! 


Thanks to all who supported the Drums on the Ohio event. See 
Charlie’s N9GWS article for details. 


The September meeting will be presented by the EMA on Search 
and Rescue and how their dog is used in those activities. It 
should be interesting. For October we are planning another pot 
luck cook out. This time it will be at Norm AASCG and Joanne’s 
KBSLXZ. Directions and details will be in next month's Sparks. 


Tell anyone who is interested that Technician classes start Sat. 
Sept 14. Thanks to Keith AASKQ for holding the class. It will run 
for about 6 consecutive Saturdays mornings. 


Welcome new members Beth KB9MXM and Tim KB9FRR of 
Poseyville. 


We have our usual string of fall service activities just around the 
corner. Please make the job of the leaders for these events a little 
easier by volunteering! 


Great Pumpkin Metric bike ride Oct 6 call Charlie NSGWS 477 
7716 


West Side Nut Club Parade Oct 12 (evening) call Brian. NSQVR 
473 5602. 


Boy Scouts JOTA Oct 19 call Gordon WR9W 479 7391 


| hear that Jim Shoptaugh KASKRE is in \U Medical Center in Indy 
with pain that they have not been able to diagnose. We wish Jim 
a speedy recovery. 


| was saddened to hear of Al Schoettlin's WSUMS passing when | 
returned from vacation. A! was dedicated to amateur radio and 
TARS and we will all miss him very much. A week before we left 
on vacation | spent an afternoon with Al helping him get on the 
internet so that he could get Navy MARS bulletins via email. I’m 
glad | got that last chance to visit with Al and help with his MARS 
activity, which he devoted so much of himself to. 


73 GUL eve mmoms 


5 TARS Board Meeting 7pm at the Red Cross 

12 TARS General Meeting - EMA Search and Rescue Dog by 
Dan Casper 7:30pm at Red Cross 

14 Technician Classes start - 9am Red Cross 

28 VE Testing - 9am at the Red Cross “National Test Day” 
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Drums On The Ohio 


On Monday July 29th, the Downtown Civitan Club presented their 
annual “Drums On The Ohio”. 


As usual we furnished all communications, plus extra help as 
requested. 


Working for TARS were: Al Schoettlin W9UMS, John Small 
WSFHA, Randy Jobe N9YAI, Earl Pfettscher WN9SHRB, 
Darlene Pfettscher KA9AZS, Leonard Schmitt N9QVQ, Charlie 
Apfelstadt NIGWS, George Utley NSFMO 


Thanks to all the above for an outstanding job. 


Charkie veows 


Al Scholettlin W9UMS 


TARS lost a friend and a founding 
member with Al Schoettlin’s death 
on August 3. Al held practically 
every office in TARS and was 
instrumental in the formation of 
the club, He was an outstanding 
amateur radio operator and used 
amateur radio to assist the 
community in many ways. An 
example that Al was very proud of 
was the communication provided 
by amateur radio when St. Mary’s 
Hospital was moved from 
downtown to iis present location. 
Al also made thousands of phone 
paiches in the Navy MARS s 
program, and annually organized eleor support for Drums on 
the Ohio. We extend our sympathy to Ruth and the family. 


The following article appeared in the Evansville Courer 


Albert W Schoettlin Jr., 83, of Evansville, died at 9:58 p.m. 
Saturday at St. Mary's Medical Center. He retired as 
pharmaceutical production manager after 45 years at Mead 
Johnson. 


He was a member of Christ the King Catholic Church and its choir 
and Men's Club. 


He was a member of the Downtown Civitan Club, where he w s 
past vice president and worked in the Drums on the Ohio program 
and Four Freedoms Monument restoration project, a charter 
member of Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra, one of the 
organizers of the Freedom Festival and a lifetime member of the 
Freedom Festival board and a member of Tri-State Amateur Radio 
Society, WAAC-ARC Amateur Radio Club and Facola Club. 


He was communications director of the former Civil Defense 
Program and a former board member of the Red Cross. 


He was a ham radio operator for 60 years. Using the call sign 
WSUMS, he volunteered his services to help others in the 
aftermath of natural disasters. 


Through the Navy Military Affiliated Radio System, as NNNOUMS, 
he helped servicemen and their families communicate by radio. 


During the Middle East crisis, he participated in 180 "phone 
patches” between military personnel in Libya and families who 
were being evacuated from the Middle East. 


He was a familiar figure at the scorer's table during Evansville 
Aces basketball games, where he assisted with communications. 


He graduated from Evansville College. 


Surviving are his wife of 55 years, Ruth (Ahlering); three 
daughters’ Ruthanne Otto of Baltimore, Mary Kaye Mooney of St. 
Louis and Karen Hable of Clinton, IL.; eight grandchildren, 
Marybeth, Tom, Carol Anne and Jennifer Otto, Kathy and Tom 
Mooney Jr., and Alan and Emily Rable; and a nephew. 


QRIP News 


It has been a long hot summer and conditions have not been very 
good. In spite of all that, | still managed to work 5 different 
countries while running 3.5 watts on 20 meters and 5 watts on 40 
meters this past month. Only got on the air for about 4 hours. 
Too many other things keeping me busy. The best part of month 
was the week | spent in Hawaii with my XYL and group of friends. 
| yearned to throw up a dipole between two palm trees and try 
working some DX. But, the schedule was too full of other activities 
and was very fast paced. You really need a month on one of the 
slow islands to get in the swing of things. Now | have returned to 
a more “normal” way of life and started a remodeling project that 
has me tied down. Oh well! 


It is time to think about getting the antennas ready for the long cold 
winter and insuring that I'll be ready for those nice quiet conditions 
on 40 and 80 meters. Since we will be spending more time on the 
radio, maybe it is time to think about getting on HF, if you are not 
already on, This article is directed to those of you armed with only 
an HT. You are missing some of the best things that ham radio 
has to offer. Being a frugal person, | hate to see new hams spend 
their hard earned dollars buying rigs that have more capability 
than they need. It does not take a small fortune to buy a rig with 
world wide communications capability. Although my “thing” is to 
operate with QRP, | cannot unconditionally recommend that for the 
newcomer. While there are many good QRP rigs available for 
under $200 it does take some skill to build one. Also, you do have 
to work a little harder to make the contacts, while running low 
power. If | were to recommend something for the new ham, it 
would have to be a good used rig. There are many used rigs 
available that will put you on the air with 100 watts or power on 
either CW or SSB. The older rigs (but good ones) can cost less 
than $500. The antenna can be a simple dipole fed with 52 ohm 


coax suspended between two trees. Depending on the length of - 


your feed line (the most expensive part) the cost could be under 
$25. For those of you just getting starled and with unlimited 
budgets, my recommendations would probably be the same. Not 
until you find your “niche” in this great hobby should you commit 
megabucks, If contesting or DXing turns you on, then you may 
have to go for a fancy computer controlled rig with DSP, kilowatt 
amplifier, 75 ft tower and multi-element beam. Although, many of 
the top scores in the major contests are being posted by QRP 
operators. (The multiplier, for running low power gives them a real 
boost.) But wait until you understand what you like do. If you 
decide to never step foot in the HF region, so be it. There are 
many new frontiers to be explored in the VHF and UHF regions. 
Unfortunately, it does take a few more bucks, technical skills and 
help is harder to find help locally. 


Your HT can be your best friend in an emergency or when helping 
out with civic events. However, it does limit you to local contacts 
and for many, repeater dependent. If you cannot get on HF and 
can only afford one rig | would recommend a VHF mobile rig. The 
increased power is useful and it can be powered from a gel cell for 
portable operations. Several local hams walked many a Freedom 
Festival Parade with their mobile rigs powered with a gel cell. 
They could be identified as the “guys with the strong signal”. Let's 


face it, 3-5 watts into a rubber ducky doesn’t give you much signal. 
Most antennas that come with your HT, cut your radiated power in 
half. The cute little stubby ones are even worse! 


There are many experienced hams that can help you get on the 
air. Some of us don’t go out knocking on doors but stand ready to 
help if asked. Go down to the Ham Station, turn a few knobs, hit 
the hamfest and start checking out the bargains in HF gear. 


72 Yolue 


Six meters 


W9FHA 


Many years ago | was first introduced to the "Magic Band" by Don 
W4GVY when | lived in the Louisville, Ky. area for the first twenty 
six years of my life. Don installed a six meter beam with some 
help from me, and then prepared himself for the onslaught of 
stations, which needed a Kentucky contact on this band. 


Of course in those days single side band did not exist, | am 
referring to the times of Amplitude Modulation, and no tranceivers, 
only tube type rigs. | know that some of my cohorts on 146.58 will 
have a snide remark or two to say about that. It is all right guys, I 
expect it! 


One night at Don's shack six was open, | was amazed at this 
band, fifty watts and you can work all over the country, into 
Europe as well, even further on good days. | had heard about 
stateside stations calling cq on ten meters to Japan, and listening 
on six meters for replies! Yes it did happen, and many stations on 
the mainland were treated to this rarity! 


lof course did not have much money during my early ham radio 
days, so six meter would have to wait, DXing grabbed my interest 
and | just plain forgot about the band for many years. 


That was until last summer, after | bought the Icom 736 and began 
to tinker on 50 mhz, | found it to my liking. Up went a six meter 
beam about 70 feet, and | shifted into high gear! 


The last count, which was two nights ago | had amassed 32 
states, and over a hundred grid squares worked in just two short 
seasons,| 


In fact | sat on one frequency and worked 35 stations in a row, | 
earned the name of "Mr. Pileup” this was courtesy of a 146.58 
occupant, of course this person suggested that the letters "P.U." 
be applied in my case. In spite of the harassment | must endure, 
from a certain short person with an N9 call this is a great band! If 
you have never tried this spectrum, you may be in for the surprise 
of your life, be forewarned that a small amount of power does 
wonders! Yes, it may be open for only a few brief months during 
the summer, and around December, but what openings! 


You do not need high power to work this band, 100 watts is 
adequate, with many stations using 50 watts, and many making 
contacts with 8 to ten watts. Even | am amazed when this band 
opens, if you have not tried six before, give it some thought. And if 
you think old Bill is just flapping his jaws, ask the following stations 
when you catch them on two meters, NSTAC, NSQJV,N9ZPP, | 
am sure the stories will start to flow, and who knows, maybe even 
get stretched a bit! Naaaa not the six meter crowd, never! 


Be, K4LRX 


FOR SALE: Drake R-4B, T-4B, and MS-4 (speaker/power 
supply)for $325. This rig is in good condition. It can be seen and 
operated at my QTH. John Small (W9FHA) 867-7058. 


Movie Reviews and Poetry de K5LPS 


I'm sure many of you have seen the two recent movie releases 
that feature ham radio. | meant to write this last month, it would 
have been more timely then. 


Of course there is Independence Day where, WHEN ALL OTHER 
COMMUNICATION IS OUT, CODE GETS THROUGH! Sent with 
Straight keys no less! W9FHA has been trying to tell us this for 
years. Now | have to go dig through my junk box and find my 
straight key, just in case the world needs saving any time soon. 


The second movie is Phenomenon with John Travolta. He did 
what | have been wanting to do for years. Every time K4LRX 
starts regaling me with his ability to copy 35 words per minute in 
his head, | would like to be able to say “that's nothing, | can copy 
packet in my head. Only 1200 baud of course, the 9600 baud is 
just too fast.". Well anyway that is what Travolta does in 
Phenomenon. | sure wish | knew how he does it 


CK's Ode To Dah Code 
Thanks to Gary Spence, VA2CK, for his poem 


We' ve all heard the cry “abandon the code!, 
it's useless outdated, NOT a mod-er-n mode!" 
So | said to myself, "could codes' day really be over? 
Best left for SKs' fer-til-iz-n' the clover?" 


So off went my paddle 'n keyer to a museum, 
so those curious of our "past" could drop in an' see um. 
| then bought a computer and a box | was told... 
would update my station, using all hi-tech modes. 


It then was set up, all by my own hand... 
the screen it lit up et voila Heard |s-land! 
| switched to transmit te "talk with this gent" 
but my screen read “sorry, can't copy 100%!" 


"There's static, interference if you could hear it you'd agree... 
if it ain't armchair copy we machines cry c'est la viel" 
It then said, "There is as YOU know a way to get through, 
it's called the code, and what luck for you!" 


"You've learned this art, you "stuck it out" 
‘tis a valuable tool, there isn't a doubt." ‘ 
"You've invested your time, and besides the code you did learn, 
possession of valuable skills must be... EARNED!" 


So | say to you now, don't get fooled when some Say... 
"Codes an! old dinosaur fadin’ away!" 
It's part of our past, present and future existence... 
anti-coders prepare for “beaucoup de resistence" 


September Birthdays 

1 Ruth N9ZCA, 6 Darwin WD9JKL, 9 Earl WNSHRB, 

10 Charlie NIGWS, 14 Marc NONPN, 18 Lowell W9RBV 
20 Julie NSMLB, 22 Harold N9DEO, 22 Beth KB9MXM, 

24 Michael KB9MZG, 27 Vic KB9LRX, 29 Ted KBSABQ 
29 JoAnn KASDZW 

October 1 Howard KD4BXV, 2 Rollie N9MXZ 

3 Jack W9FMW, 6 Ed KSHVI 


FOR SALE: 


Computer - Tandy VGM 220, 386 IBM Compatible. 85mb Hard 
Drive, 1mb RAM, 3.5 Floppy, Color Monitor. $700 or best offer. 
Call after 6 or weekends 464-8781, Gail KAOZMF 


OFFICERS: 
PRESIDENT Bill Cook- K5LPS 853-5806 
VICE PRESIDENT Terry Brooks - AAQMM 421-9135 
SECRETARY Brian Esche (temp) - WB9QVR 473-5602 
TREASURER Greg McLain - KB9GNL 422-8459 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Gordon Conley - WR9W 479-7391 
Nick Harlan - NSWYG 853-6466 
Bill Hilyerd - K4LRX 502-826-2687 
John McCormick - NOXXK 424-6364 
Joe Salee - KB9GMC 479-7302 
Dan Weil - KB9GNI 867-3098 


Sparks is Published monthly and is the newsletter of the 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
P.O.BOX 4521, Evavsville, IN 47724 
Editor’s address: Bill Cook 
6400 Pfafflin Lake Blvd.,Newburgh IN 47630 
Phone 812 853 5806 (also FAX) 
Email: wcook@evansville.net 
Submissions needed by the last Thursday of Month 
TARS Internet: http:/Avww.evansville.net/~wcook 


TREASURER’S JULY REPORT 

Beginning Balance 5487.26 
Refreshments -14.76 
Memorial gift -40.00 
Membership 80.00 
Refund 15 
Field Day (returned funds) 114.47 
Interest 8.63 
Ending Balance 5635.75 


Minutes of August Regular Meeting 


The meeting was called to order by Greg McLain KB9GNL on 
8/8/96 at 7:38 pm. 


After introductions, Norm King AASCG announced plans for a 
RACES drill tentatively scheduled for November 30, 1996. 


Blanche Elpers was recognized with a plaque from the Indiana 
Radio Club Council. 


The membership was informed of Al Schoettlin's (W9UMS) 
passing away. His absence will be missed in the amateur radio 
community. 


It was noted that the Indiana State Police Post has a Ten-Tec hf 
transceiver. The ISP commander is investigating ownership of the 
rig. 

There was a discussion of band conditions and accessing 
repeaters while on vacation. The discussion reminded the 
membership that regular repeater users should try to welcome 
strangers when they access the repeater. 

The meeting was informally adjourned at approximately 8:30 pm. 


Joseph C. Salee KB9GMC Acting Acting Secretary 


The Following Articles are from the ARRL Letter 


SOLAR FLUX COULD REACH MID-70S BY LATER 
THIS MONTH 


Solar observer Tad Cook, KT7H, in Seattle, Washington, reporis 
solar activity was up during the last week of August, and on each 
day, the daily solar flux was above the average of the past 90 
days. The 90-day average also moved up a point from 70 to 71. 
Average solar flux was up 6 points from a week earlier, and 
average sunspot numbers were up 1 point. 


Due to a recurring coronal hole, geomagnetic indices were 
unstable in late August and early September. Look for solar flux to 
drop below 70 around September 11, rise above 70 again a week 
later, and to the mid-70s around September 23. Moderately 
unstable geomagnetic conditions are expected to return then as 
well. 


Sunspot numbers for August 22 through 28 were 12, 24, 22, 14, 
16, 13 and 13, respectively, with a mean of 16.3. The 10.7-cm flux 
was 72.8, 74.2, 74.6, 74.7, 74.2, 74.3, and 73.3, respectively, fora 
mean of 74. 


By the way, the Space Environment Center in Boulder, 
Colorado, declared July as the solar minimum month... YEA!! 


New FCC RF Safety Standards Include Amateur 
Radio 


From The ARRL Letter for August 9, 1996; 

New FCC RF safety standards that become effective January 1, 
1997, could affect the way some hams operate. As a result of a 
Report and Order adopted by the FCC on August 1 (ET Docket 
No. 93-62, Guidelines for Evaluating the Environmental Effects of 
Radiofrequency Radiation), Part 97 will require hams running more 
than 50 W PEP to conduct routine RF radiation evaluations to 
determine if RF fields are sufficient fo cause human exposure to 
RF radiation levels in excess of those specified. "Measurements 
made during a Commission/EPA study. of several typical_amateur 
stations in 1990 indicated that there may be some situations 
where excessive exposures could occur," the FCC said in ending 
the blanket exemption for Amateur Radio. Although all amateur 
operation must comply with the new regulations for Maximum 
Permissible Exposure (MPE), amateur operation at power levels of 
less than 50 W PEP is "categorically excluded" from the 
requirement to perform a "routine evaluation” of station operation 
before operating. Where routine evaluation indicates that the RF 
radiation could be in excess of the limits, "the licensee must take 
action to prevent such an occurrence," the Report and Order 


stated. The FCC said this could mean altering operating patterns, * 


relocating the antenna, revising the station's technical parameters- 
-such as frequency, power or emission type--or “combinations of 
these and other remedies." Although the new exposure criteria will 
apply to portable and mobile devices in general, at this time 
routine evaluation for compliance will not be required of devices 
such as "push-to-talk" portable radios and "push-to-talk" mobile 
radios used by Amateur Radio operators. These transmitting 
devices will be excluded from routine evaluation. 

The FCC encouraged the amateur community "to develop and 
disseminate information in the form of tables, charts and computer 
analytical tools that relate such variables as operating patterns, 
emission types, frequencies, power and distance from antennas." 
The Commission said it intends to provide "straightforward 
methods for amateur operators to determine potential exposure 
levels" by year's end. 


“Exactly what is involved in conducting a ‘routine RF radiation 
evaluation’ is not yet clear," observed ARRL Executive Secretary 
David Sumner, K1ZZ, adding that the FCC has promised to 
release a revised OST/OET Bulletin Number 65, “Evaluation 
Compliance with FCC-Specified Guidelines for Human Exposure 
to Radiofrequency Radiation." The League is now studying the 


100-plus page docket, to see if the League should seek 
reconsideration of any aspects of the FCC decision. 


In the Report and Order, the Commission adopted Maximum 
Permissible Exposure (MPE) limits for electric and magnetic field 
strength and power density for transmitters operating at 
frequencies from 300 kHz to 100 GHz. These MPE limits are 
generally based on recommendations of the National Council on 
Radiation Protection and Measurement (NCRP) and, in many 
respects, are also generally based on the guidelines issued by the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers Inc (IEEE) and 
subsequently adopted by the American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI) as an ANSI standard (ANSI/IEEE C95.1-1992). 
The Commission used the 1992 ANSI/IEEE standards instead of 
the 1982 ANSI standards that had formed the basis for the existing 
rules under which Amateur Radio stations were categorically 
exempted. 


ARRL Laboratory Supervisor Ed Hare, KA1CV, said the new 
regulations will give hams an incentive to demonstrate that 
Amateur Radio operation is safe. "Although this means that hams 
will have to become more educated about RF safety, most 
amateur stations are already in compliance with the new 
regulations,” Hare said. 


Sumner said that for certain unusual situations where there is 
"uncontrolled exposure" to neighbors and the general public, 
“amateurs may well have to make changes in how they operate." 
The ARRL Lab staff and the RF Safety Committee are continuing 
to evaluate the new requirements. 


Hare noted that the administrative burden for hams will be 
minimal, and the FCC does not require amateurs to submit any 
documentation to the FCC. “In essence, the FCC is telling 
amateurs that if they run more than 50 W, they need to learn about 
RF safety and evaluate how this applies to their own operation," 
he said. 

The new regulations also will require the addition of five questions 
on RF environmental safety to the amateur examinations for 
Novice, Technician, and General-class elements 2, 3(A) and 3(B). 
Sumner noted that the Commission's Report and Order does not 
take into account the practical problems associated with such a 
significant revision to the volunteer-administered amateur 
examinations, and that more time than the Commission has 
allowed will be required to do a good job. 


The Commission acknowledged the updated guidelines generally 
are more stringent than the current rules and are based on 
recommendations of the federal health and safety agencies, 
including the Environmental Protection Agency and the Food and 
Drug Administration. The Commission said that the new rules will 
protect the public and workers from strong RF emissions. Adoption 
of the new rules by August 6 was required by the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996. 


The Commission also incorporated into its rules provisions of 
Section 704 of ihe Telecommunications Act of 1996 that preempt 
state or local government regulation of personal wireless services 
facilities based on RF environmental effects, to the extent that 
such facilities comply with the Commission's rules concerning 
such RF emissions. This preemption does not directly affect 
Amateur Radio, however. 


The FCC said amateur stations “present an unusual case with 
respect to compliance with RF exposure guidelines," in part 
because they are authorized to transmit from any place where the 
Commission regulates the service, as well as on the high seas, 
and the FCC does not pre-approve individual amateur station 
transmitting facilities and no additional application is made for 
permission to relocate an amateur station or to add additional 
stations at the same or other locations. The FCC also noted that 


amateur stations "vary greatly" from one location to another, 
transmit intermittently, and can involve "as many as 1300 different 
emission types--each with a distinctive on-off duty cycle." The FCC 
said most amateur stations engage only in two-way 
communication, thus cutting the transmitting time of any given 
ham station, "There are many variables, therefore, to be 
considered in determining whether an amateur station complies 
with guidelines for environmental RF radiation," the FCC said in 
the Report and Order. 


In comments filed earlier with the FCC, the ARRL strongly 
opposed adoption of the new requirements. The ARRL said most 
Amateur Radio users do not possess the requisite equipment, 
technical skills, and/or financial resources to conduct an 
environmental analysis. The League has, for several years, 
recommended a policy of "prudent avoidance" of exposure to 
electromagnetic radiation as a common-sense approach to 
potential--but not yet proven--health hazards and against such 
practices as running high power to indoor antennas or to mobile 
antennas that might expose the vehicle's occupants. The ARRL 
also argued that amateur stations, because of their intermittent 
operation, low duty cycles, and relatively low power levels, rarely 
exceed the 1992 ANSI/IEEE standard. Finally, the ARRL noted 
that unlike other radio services, RF safety questions already are 
included in amateur license examinations. 


The FCC agreed in part. "We concur with the ARRL that amateur 
operators should follow a policy of prudent avoidance of excessive 
RF exposure," the Commission said. "We will continue to rely upon 
amateur operators, in constructing and operating their stations, to 
take steps to ensure that their stations comply with the MPE limits 
for both occupational/controlled and general public/uncontrolled 
environments." But the FCC expressed concern that Amateur 
Radio operations “are likely to be located in residential 
neighborhoods and may expose persons to RF fields in excess of 
the MPE guidelines." 


For now, the League advises hams not to panic and to read up on 
the subject. General information on RF safety is available in the 
safety sections of the 1996 edition of The ARRL Handbook and in 
the 15th edition of The ARRL Antenna Book. These materials offer 
guidelines on how to comply with the ANSI standard the Report 
and Order refers to. Additionally, the ARRL Technical Information 
Service offers an information package on RF safety. It includes a 
reprint of the Handbook material, an April 1994 QST article by 
Wayne Overbeck, N6NB, and a bibliography on the subject. This 
package is available for $2 for ARRL members or'$4 for 
nonmembers, postpaid. Nonmembers should include payment with 


orders. Contact Bridget DiCosimo, e-mail bdicosimo@arrl.org or ° 


write 225 Main St, Newington, CT 06111. Other resources are 
available on the ARRLWeb page at 
http://www. arrl.org/news/rfsafety). The ARRLWeb RF Safety 
information will be updated as circumstances dictate. 


EMERGENCY NETS ACTIVATED AS HURRICANE 
FRAN APPROACHES 


FCC declared a voluntary communications emergency as 
Hurricane Fran approached the southeastern coast of the US. 
South Carolina section manager Mike Epstein, KD1DS, reports 
activation of an ARES/RACES net on 3993.5 kHz with the state 
SSB net serving as backup on 3915 kHz. 


In North Carolina, section manager Reed Whitten, AB4W, reports 
that the Tarheel Emergency Net is convening on 3923 kHz. The 
amateur station at the state EOC in Raleigh also was to be staffed 
as of Thursday at noon. 


In Georgia, SM Dot Fennell, KA4HHE, reports that the state SSB 
net will meet on 3975 kHz. 


In Virginia, SM Chris Wright, KD4TZN, reports that the state 
emergency nets Alpha and Bravo will meet on 3910 kHz and 3947 
kHz, respectively. : 


Hurricane Watch Net manager Jerry Herman, N3BDW, reports 
that the net is activated on 14.325 MHz in coordination with the 
National Hurricane Center station, W4EHW, in Miami as the storm 
approaches landfall. 


Joe Schmidt, W4NKJ, coordinator, reports that National Hurricane 
Center station W4EHW was active and accepting the 
meteorological data from amateurs within 300 miles of the storm 
center, including measured wind speed as sustained for one 
minute, gust speed and barometric pressure. Send information 
with time and origin of report to w4ehw@fiu.edu, 
http://www. fiu.edu/orgs/w4ehw/, via the Hurricane Watch Net or 
other nets. 


Amateurs are advised to monitor storm nets but to not transmit on 
net frequencies unless directed to do so by net control stations. 
Emergency traffic takes priority over health and welfare traffic. 
Amateurs are advised to handle health and welfare messages 
originating in the affected areas first. Amateurs are further advised 
to refrain from sending inquiries into affected areas until such time 
as amateurs in these areas have indicated their ability to process 
them,--Rick Palm, 


HURRICANE FRAN CAUSES SECOND STS-79 
POSTPONEMENT 


As Hurricane Fran approached the US coastline, NASA managers 
earlier this week moved the space shuttle Atlantis back to the 
vehicle assembly building as a precaution. The move marks the 
second delay for the start of the STS-79 mission, which had been 
set to launch September 14. The change in plans means that 
scheduled Shuttle Amateur Radio EXperiment (SAREX) contacts 
will be postponed. Matt Bordelon, KC5BTL, of NASA, said the new 
mission launch window is September 16-18, but the actual date 
will depend on the whims of Hurricane Fran. 


The postponement also means astronaut Shannon Lucid, who's 
been aboard Mir since March 1996, will have to spend a few 
additional days in space. Even without the hurricane extension, 
Lucid continues to break and set world space records. As it 
stands, today she'll double the old Skylab space endurance record 
of 84 days (broken last year by astronaut Norm Thagard). 
Tomorrow, she'll break the world woman's single-flight duration 
record set in 1995 by Yelena Kondakova. Now clearly within reach 
is the duration record for longest-ever non-Russian space traveler, 
set earlier this year by Thomas Reiter at 179 days 1 hour 42 
minutes. Shannon will break that record on Tuesday, September 
17, at 0955 UTC. 


Bordelon said Lucid is not concerned about the schedule setback. 
"She won't begin counting down the days until they launch," he 
said. 


STS-79--a nine-day flight and the fourth Mir docking mission-- 
encountered its first delay in July, when NASA decided to replace 
the reusable solid-rocket motors on Atlantis. Hams aboard Atlantis 
will use SAREX configuration M, which is FM voice, using the 
shuttle-Mir 2-meter radio, 


Three hams will be aboard STS-79. Jay Apt, NSQWL, a mission 
specialist, has flown on three previous shuttle missions and used 
Amateur Radio on each flight. Carl Walz, KC5TIE, participated in 
SAREX from Columbia during STS-65 in July 1994, before earning 
his ham ticket. Making his fifth shuttle mission is John Blaha, 
KC5TZQ, a mission specialist. During STS-79, Blaha will switch 
places with Lucid and remain aboard the Mir space station for 5 
months. Other STS-79 crew members include Commander 
William Readdy, Pilot Terrence Wilcutt and Mission Specialist 
Thomas Akers. 
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Welcome back cooler weather. That means TARS will be active in 
our fall activities and October is a busy month. First though we 
need to thank the folks from the Search Team and Rescue 
Specialist STARS who put on a very interesting program. 


Our October calendar is full. As mentioned in last month’s Sparks 
we have: 


Great Pumpkin Metric bike ride Oct 6 call Charlie NSGWS 477 
7716 


West Side Nut Club Parade Oct 12 (evening) call Brian NSQVR 
473 5602. 


Boy Scouts JOTA Oct 19 call Gordon WRSW 479 7391 


We also have our fall cook out on the regular meeting night of 
Oct. 10th. This meeting will be at Norm AASCG and Joanne 
KB9LXZ’s place. Thanks Norm and Joanne for offering to 
host the cook out. This will be like the recent cook outs, bring a 
covered dish, TARS will provide the hamburgers, hot dogs and soft 
drinks. If you have lawn chairs bring them also. We will start at 
6pm but that is very flexible. Directions are as follows: 


9334 Motz Rd. Evansville, IN 47720 Map on page 5. 


Directions: Go west on Diamond Avenue to Indiana Hwy 65 
(traffic light). Turn right (north) on Hwy 65, and proceed 2.7 mi.to 
St. Wendell Rd. (flashing yellow light; fire station on west side of 
road). This is a "Y" intersection--turn left onto St. Wendell Rd. 
Proceed 3.45 mi. through stop sign at community of St. Joseph. 
Watch for German Township water tower on the right; Motz Rd. is 
exactly 0.5 mile beyond the water tower. Turn left on Motz Rd., 
and go 0.25 mile to gravel driveway at bottom of hill. A log house 
with red roof will be directly in front of you. Turn left onto driveway, 
and proceed past the log house, up a hill and through some trees 
to the QTH of Norm (AA9CG) and Joanne (KB9LXZ); the house is 
not visible from the road. Park in the grassed field in front of the 
house. Good eats and conversation await you! 


We'll be monitoring 147.15. Call if you get lost. If you need a ride, 
call me 853 5806 and we will get one arranged. We will have a 
great time, hope you can attend. 


Thanks to Bill K4LRX for teaching the Technician class. The class 
is in it's third week and going well. 


Thanks also to Fred Ritter N2WW who made a donation to TARS 
of books and items for the class and auction. Fred has moved and 
was trimming this ham shack a bit. Also see the for sale items that 
| have listed for Fred, Thanks Fred! 


Welcome to new members Mark Parker NONYF and Alonzo 
Estes WBSRWB, both of Evansville. | missed welcoming them 
last month, sorry guys. 


| am again saddened to report the death of a long standing TARS 
member, Jim Shoptaugh KASKRE. Jim did much to make TARS 
successful and we will miss him. Our thoughts and sympathy go to 
Delores and the family. 
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OcTOBER 1996 
OCTOBER CALENDAR 


3 TARS Board Meeting 7pm at the Red Cross 
10 TARS General Meeting - Pot Luck Cook Out at Norm and 
JoAnne's QTH. 6pm. It will be a great cook out! 
For other events see column at left. 


Jim Shoptaugh | KA9KRE 


TARS lost a friend when Jim 
passed away on Wednesday 
September 10". Jim was licensed 
in 1981 and joined TARS in 1982. 
He was an active member serving 
a year as vice-president, two 
years as president, and two years 
as Board of Directors Member. 
He was net control on weather 
and emergency nets and District 
Emergency Coordinator for the 
Counties of Knox, Davies, Martin, 
Gibson, Pike, Dubois, Posey, 
Warrick, Spencer, Perry and 
Vanderburgh. He was a regular 
check in on the Indiana ‘i . . 
Precipitation Net until his stroke in 1986 forced him to drop out. 


Jim was named the Amateur of the Year in 1985 and presented 
with the McCutchen Award. When Field Day was held at the 
Police PAL Camp, Jim would take his motor home out, set up a 
novice station, put up an antenna and work with the novices all 
night. As president of TARS , Jim always had an interesting article 
in Sparks entitled KRE’s KORNER. Jim was quite a golfer. When 
he would slice or hook off the fairway, he would remark “I paid for 
the whole course so | intend to use it!” 


The following article appeared in the Evansville Courier 


James R "Jim" Shoptaugh, 64, of Newburgh, died at 12:05 a.m. 
Wednesday at Indiana University Medical Center after a short 
illness. 

He worked for Southern Indiana Gas and Electric Co. for 38 
years, 

He was a Korean War Navy veteran with service in construction 
battalion and a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1114, 
TriState Amateur Radio Society and Evansville Citizens Radio 
League. 

Surviving are his wife of 43 years, Delores (Johnson); two sons, 
James and Jon, both of Evansville; his mother, Lula (Robinson) 
Shoptaugh of Evansville; five sisters, Lois Huffman, Sharon 
Meredith and Carolyn Martin, all of Evansville, Charlotte Connor of 
Princeton, Ind., and Linda Branham of New Jersey; two brothers, 
Donald and David, both of Evansville; two grandchildren, Kylie and 
Dane; and nieces and nephews. 

Services will be at 11 a.m. Saturday at Alexander Funeral 
Home East Chapel, with burial in Alexander Memorial Park, where 
Vanderburgh County Retired Veterans Memorial Club will conduct 
military rites. 

TARS made a contribution to the National Kidney Foundation 
of Indiana Inc. in memory of Jim. 


RACES 


This is my first submission for Sparks, in my new role as RACES 
Coordinator for Vanderburgh County. | hope this and future 
installments won't look too pale in comparison with those provided 
for many years by WB9FNN before he moved on to a new project 
for EMA. We owe Hal a debt of gratitude for his many years of 
coordinating the RACES program. Lately | have been cramming 
on the subject of emergency communications, because all of the 
sudden | am supposed to be the expert. This month | will simply 
review what RACES is all about—why it's an important resource 
for our community, and why you might want to participate in 
RACES activities, such as the drill tentatively scheduled for 
December 7, 1996. Thal will be a test of our emergency 
preparedness, to be sure the new station at EMA s Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) is fully functional, and that 
communications can be established with designated sites, such as 
Red Cross shelters and Central Dispatch. 


Now, about RACES: “Recognition and enhancement of the value 
of the amateur service to the public . . . particularly with respect to 
providing emergency communications” (form Part 97 of the FCC 
tules and regulations) is one of the main purposes for the 
existence of amateur radio, The Radio Amateur Civil Emergency 
Service (RACES, usually pronounced “RACE-eez"), was 
established by FCC regulations to assist civil defense 
organizations (especially EMA) in time of officially-declared 
emergencies. Originally RACES was envisioned as having 
potential value in wartime situations, but over the years it has 
evolved into a general civil preparedness organization of amateurs 
ready to provide communications in the event of flood, tornado, 
earthquake, chemical spill, or other disaster. Serious emergencies 
are infrequent, but when they do occur and regular modes of 
communication are overtaxed or inoperative, nothing can 
substilute for a well-trained corps of volunteer communicators 


When a crisis occurs, we wanl lo act like a well-rehearsed team of 
disciplined professionals—to be amateurs in name only! We 
should practice, because practice makes perfect. RACES drills 
are designed to let us practice emergency communications 
procedures—making inquiries, responding to requests, and 
passing official traffic. We should know how to communicate 
efficiently on a single frequency. Of course, regular participation in 
the Tri-State Emergency Net will make group communications 
seem natural. There is also a plan of deployment for RACES 
members—those already enrolled in RACES have selected a 
specific location to visil, wilh mobile or hand-held rigs in tow (if you 
don t know whal your site is, let me know) 


Participation in RACES  activilies—both drills and actual 
emergencies—requires that you join RACES. The requirements 
are simple: 


RACES members musl be al least 18 years of age, hold a current, 
valid amateur radio license, fill in the application form, and take a 
loyally oath, You will then be issued a membership card, and will 
be allowed access to any site where emergency communications 
are needed. Without those credentials, you will be left out! There 
is no cost to join RACES, and simply slaying licensed and 
participating in some RACES activities (roughly one drill per year) 
are the only requirements for maintaining membership, RACES is 
one of the best opportunities around for serving the communily 
We all hope thal our skills will never actually be needed in a life or 
death situation, bul we should be prepared, just in case. See me 
for more information about RACES or for a copy of the 
membership application form 
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QRP News 


The nice fall weather has arrived and the camping is great. We 
spent several days at Harmonie, on two separate occasions, and 
enjoyed the clear days and cool nights. The AC power was off 
and on,for both of our visits. The radio kept humming away on its 
gel cell. | managed to make some great CW QSO's on 40 meters 
with the QRP Classic. Twenty meters was in terrible condition. 
Sitting there under the canopy of the trailer listening to CW, 
reminded me of the Field Days | enjoyed with my friend Jim 
Shoptaugh, KA9KRE. Jim would host the Novice station at his 
trailer when we operated from the FOP camp. We always strung 
an antenna from the flag pole and powered Jim’s trailer from the 
AC al the main building. The rest of us operated from the shelter 
where it was very noisy. When we needed a break, we would go 
up to the novice station where there was a perpetual party going 
on. We gathered in our lawn chairs, listened to the CW, and 
shouted out the calls and exchanges. Jim would offer us a cool 
drink and smile while he punched up the memory keyer to send 
the exchange. Other than transmitting the call sign, | don't believe 
he ever used the key for anything else. We spend most of the 
time laughing and telling lies. After being refreshed at his station, 
it was back to the grind at the main station. Jim knew how to have 
a good time and enjoy life. | will miss him greatly. 


| lost another good friend in Al Schoetlin, WOUMS. | met Al when | 
was 13 and just getting started in ham radio. He was one of the 
“big boys” with a fancy station and operated AM phone. | wanted 
to be just like him, After spending 8 months in the novice bands 
on CW, | was ready to take my “conditional class" license. In 
those days we had to go to an FCC examiner to take most of the 
fasts, unless, you lived 150 miles or more from one of the 
examination points. Then, you could take the “conditional” from a 
ham with a higher class license. That was where Al came in. We 
went down into his paneled den with the BIG KW amplifier and 
desk full of gear where he administered the test for me, | was in 
awe of him and the equipment! Five weeks laler | received my 
conditional and was ready to go on phone. Bul that took money 
and at 14, | didn't have it | spend rest of my life operating CW. 
When | returned to Evansville in 1980, | renewed my acquaintance 
with W9UMS. He would frequently call me to help with a civic 
event or help him with noise or antenna problems Al always 
helped others and was well known to the ships operating in the 
Mediterranean Sea. He ran thousands of phone patches for them. 
A year ago he lost his antenna and we put up a giant mullti- 
element broadband yagi. We peaked all the elements for the 
MARS frequencies, not the ham bands. Al was active in many 
civic events around Evansville It was a pleasure to work wilh him 
as he always saw that we were fully informed on whal was 
happening and made certain that we were provided for. (We were 
always inviled to the parties.) | will miss Al and will always think of 
him when assisting in civic events 


Back to the QRP stuff. | just joined the Northern California QRP 
Club. They have no dues, no officers and meet monthly in a 
California restaurant. Hams fly in from all parts of the country just 
to atlend a Saturday morning meeting. You can find their page on 
the Internet complete with pictures of the lates! meeting. If you 
want to subscribe to the Magazine, (QRPp) it will cost you $10 per 
year for 4 issues. It is full of information and hombrewing ideas. 
They frequently offer kits to club members and if they turn oul to 
be popular, they make public offerings of them 


That is about il for this month, heat up those soldering irons and 
make something! 
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New RF Standards: 


As we all know folks, this is something we must as radio 
amateurs, and responsible operators adhere to the newest rules 
and regulations, which go into effect January 1, 1997. 


What | have been able to find out from the commission is this, 
they have been using a 50 walt reference power to determine the 
amount of radiation present from various different antennas. The 
list of antennas were indoor dipoles, discones, verticals at ground 
level, yagis, slopers, and various other forms of wire antennas. 


The reference distance from this list was 12 meters, that is 40 feet 
to most everyone else, in addition, power levels were varied using 
50 watts, 100 watts, 500 watts, and 1 KW. Readings were taken 
and measured using the standard mv/meter readings. It was 
found that the following antennas pose a hazard, or al least a 
potential hazard to the human body. Verticals ground mounted 
produced the largest Omnidirectional lobes that were considered 
in excess of the so called established limits! Next were discone 
antennas, and followed closely by indoor dipoles, indoor verticals, 
antennas fed with open feed line, and unshielded wires end 
feeding random lengths of radiators. 


In the article which | read a definitive standard of so many 
mv/meter per an established distance from the anlenna field has 
never been determined. All we were tald in this survey was that 
tests were conducted using 12 meters as a distance reference, 
and no danger limits of mv/meter were defined. In addition the 
article found in the ARRL handbook states thal RF generated on 
frequencies below 30 mhz would have no adverse effects on the 
human body, or at least no discernible effects of which have yet to 
be proven! 


It further stated thal Yagi antennas mounted on towers 60 feet in 
the air, and a minimum of 35 feet above a residential area pose 
litle, or no hazard to anyone. This was listed as having a power 
level of 1000 walts! In addition antennas such as dipoles, folded 
dipoles, ground planes, della loops, which are mounted on lowers 
meeting the 60 foot height, and 35 foot limit above a residence are 
in full compliance 


In order to meet safely standards it was suggested thal a good 
quality coax be used to feed your antennas, in addition proper 
matching be employed, and thal that all antenna systems be 
located away from the possibility of being touched by humans 


The following is suggested , no indoor antennas if possible, locale 
dipoles, beams, slopers, elc at least 35 feet above the residential 
area Of course use the minimum power necessary to maintain 
communications! 


To further expand on this new standard and as to why it is being 
imposed was the resulls of a hypothetical study of Cancer relating 
to RF exposure Il was theorized by medical results of cancer 
victims, thal a large number, and this is questionable as to the 
numbers were ham operalors, but produced no definitive results 
Cancer victims ,that is a certain isolated groups were found to be 
ham radio operators as well, however the article also points out 
thal nothing was defined as to occupations, living habits, or job 
hazards! Hence the idea of RF emissions to be the main culprit 
were being considered as perhaps a contributor to the problem 


All of this is to encourage the more serious ham operator to 
evaluale his operation as to his, or her own safety regarding the 
generation of emissions and to not place himself in a dangerous 
siluation. | have seen hams with beam antennas operating them 
with no more then ten to 15 feel of height, and localed between 
their house and their neighbor's 


In addition indoor antennas, open wire lines, long wires , and 
make shift antennas were frowned upon by the new safely 
standards! 


When it comes down to the final analysis, it is doubtful that any 
field generated by radio amateurs below 30 mhz is going to cause 


anyone serious trouble, But, one should make his station as safe 
as possible, and take necessary precautions with frequencies 
above 30 mhz, and into the microwave region. For more 
information on safety on this block frequencies of you may refer to 
the ARRL handbook under RF safely. 


| believe at this time my station meets the requirements of the 
commission, not only in height, but antenna design as well, and | 
feel that | do not pose a hazard to anyone including my self. 


The commission has also in their study determined thal certain 
mobile installations using of course vertical antennas were a major 
hazard to one's health. Again no definitive values other then an 
established power level of 25 watts for testing purposes. 


It was determined from this study that a more intense RF field was 
Present in the back seat of a car, then to the driver. This study 
was done with the antenna on top of the car, and again a vertical 
antenna was sighted as being a so called health hazard! 


The intermittent duty of such amateur modes as SSB, RTTY, 
Packet etc. were given due consideration in this article, and it was 
stated that more exposure time could be tolerated if the duly cycle 
were much less then 100%, and again no established times, or 


levels of RF, distance away from the antenna, versus microvolts 
per meter! 


This is the only information | have found, for those of you that may 
be on the internet, | was told by the commission that the actual 
standards have not been written as yet, but should follow what | 
found in the ARRL manual. The fact that the commission stated 
that most hams should be able to meet this requirement easily, 
and thal no reports, or documentation need be submitled to them, 
fends credence to the idea that good common sense is your 
choice It is your logical choice as are most of rules and 
regulations sel forth by the commission, this one of course should 
be taken with a degree of serious intent. 


| acting as one of the Elmers of the club, and employed in the 
broadcast profession will try to keep you informed of any changes 
to the new rules and regulations as | get the info. 


The famous bullelin #65 1s due to be printed from the Office of 
Engineering and Technology from the commission, as yet this 
bulletin has not been made available to the general public. In fact 
it has not yet been written, and may not be for some time, this 
leaves us with many questions, as to how we can comply wilh a 
rule and regulation, of which has no real substance as of this date. 
My answer to that is follow the guide lines in the ARRL handbook, 
and do the best you can do with the information you now have 
available. 


Sl, K4LRX 


October Birthdays 


1 Howard KD4BXV, 2 Rollie NSMXZ, 3 Jack WSFMW 

6 Ed KSHVI, 12 Glenn NIWYO, 22 Robert NOLJE 

23 Chris N9JCA, 28 Robert WASZLQ, 28 Randy N9YAI 
30 Mark N9NYF,November 4 Joe KBIGMC 
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FOR SALE: 

Computer - Tandy VGM 220, 386 IBM Compatible 85mb Hard 
Drive, imb RAM, 3.5 Floppy, Color Monitor. $700 or best offer. 
Call afler 6 or weekends 464-8781, Gail KAOZMF 


Realistic Scanner Pro-2021, 30-54, 108-136, 138-174,360-512 
Mhz. Gest offer. Call Bill 853 5806 (will have at next TARS Mig.) 


New Capability on 70cm Repeater 
Terry AAOMM has installed a new Weather Radio on his 
443.400 repeater. It is the first “beta” unit of the production 
model and Terry is testing it and is looking for reports on any 
problems that are encountered. Right now three functions 
are activated. They are: 


AUTOMATED LONG TONES (3 SECONDS OR GREATER) 


WEATHER SERVICES 


LONG TONE 1 Current Weather 
LONG TONE 2 Last Recorded WATCH or WARNING 

LONG TONE 3 Cancel Weather Radio Information 

LONG TONE 9 ATIS - Evansville Airport Weather Information 


In addition, the Weather Radio will automatically transmit and 
record any Watch or Warning as it is issued although a user 
will have priority over the announcement.. This is a very 
useful capability and it will certainly come in handy during 
severe weather. Thanks go to Terry for adding it, al greal 
expense | might add! 


Existing fealures are as follows:. 
22 (PHONE #)* Access Phone Patch 
# Hang Up Phone Patch 


G6* Current Day And Time 


LONG TONE A Evansville Emergency Management Agency 
LONG TONE B Weather Bureau 800 Phone Number 

LONG TONE C Evansville Red Cross 

LONG TONE DEvansville Indiana State Police Post 

LONG TONE ZERO Evansville Central Dispatch 


TREASURER’S JULY REPORT 


Beginning Balance 5629.96 
Refreshments 14,76 
Memorial gift -40.00 
Repeater -33.00 
Interest S97 
Ending Balance 5566 93 


OFFICERS: 
PRESIDENT Bill Cook - KSLPS 853-5806 
VICE PRESIDENT Terry Brooks - AAOMM 421-9135 
SECRETARY Brian Esche (temp) - WB9QVR 473-5602 
TREASURER Greg McLain - KB9GNL 422-8459 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Gordon Conley - WROW 479-7391 
Nick Harlan - NSWYG 853-6466 
Bill Hilyerd - KALRX 502-826-2687 
John McCormick - NOXXK 424-6364 
Joe Salee - KBSGMC 479-7302 
Dan Weil - KB9GNI 867-3098 


Sparks is Published monthly and is the newslelter of the 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
P,.O.BOX 4521, Evansville, IN 47724 
Editor's address’ Bill Cook 
6400 Pfafflin Lake Blvd. ,Newburgh IN 47630 
Phone 812 853 5806 (also FAX) 
Email: wcook@evansville.net 
Submissions needed by the last Thursday.of Month 
TARS Internet: http /Awww_evansville net/~wcook 


BITBUCKET is a newly created mailing list reflector devoted to 
specialized amateur radio communication techniques. This 
includes SSTV, ATV, FAX, Packet, Pactor, G-TOR, Clover and 
much more. To subscribe, send e-mail with body of message 
"subscribe bitbucket" to: majordomo@primenet.com 


MARS drops CW: All CW nets and other CW activity in the 
Military Affiliate Radio System (MARS) were ordered to cease 
operation effective October 1, 1996. After that time, no CW nets or 
other CW activity will be allowed on any DOD MARS frequencies, 
A final MARS CW message was transmitled simultaneously on 
Army, Navy and Air Force MARS frequencies on September 30. 


KC5TZQ active on Mir: Astronaut John Blaha, KC5TZQ, has 
been active from the Russian space station Mir on 145.55 MHz, 
making frequent voice contacts with stations around the world. 
The packet station also is running, but when the crew is near and 
hears stations calling CQ, they will try to answer. If you've been 
lucky enough to catch KCS5TZQ and want a QSL, send a self- 
addressed, stamped business-size envelope to Dave Larsen, 
N6JLH, Box 1501, Pine Grove, CA 95665, N6JLH is the contact 
person for Mir. For further details, get in touch with him via e-mail 
at: doc@volcano.net. 


FCC FINE REAFFIRMED The FCC has denied an 
application for review of a $2000 fine against Danny Lee Coffield 
of Lakewood, California, for unlicensed operation. The FCC 
Compliance and Information Bureau levied the fine last year and 
affirmed it earlier this year. Coffield, 48, was cited for operating an 
unlicensed transmitter on 27.7744 MHz in 1993. Since that time, 
he obtained his Amateur Radio Technician class license and holds 
the call sign KE6RIX 


The FCC had warned Coffield of the potential penalties for 
unlicensed operation prior to citing him on September 29, 1993. 
The FCC has nol indicated whether Coffield's ham license, issued 
in 1995, would be in jeopardy The Commission acted on the 
review application on September 19, 1996.—FCC 


Info on older Kenwoods: Kenwood is offering FTP access 
{o many Kenwood service bulletins and application notes via the 
Internet. Visit the Kenwood FTP site from Kenwood's Web page, 
htlp://www.kenwood.nel/ (click on What's New at Kenwood) or 
direclly al ftp://ftp.kenwood.net. The FTP site includes Kenwood 
equipment bulletins and notes dating back to 1975. 


HAMS CHARGED IN PHONY “PIZZA DUDE" POLICE CALLS 

Three ham radio operators from Mesa, Arizona, have been 
arrested and charged in the wake of a nearly year-long spree of 
false distress calls and profane transmissions on police, fire and 
ham radio frequencies. One of those interfering with police calls 
had identified himself on the air as "Pizza Dude." The trio, 
reportedly led by a 16-year-old former Mesa Police Explorer Scout, 
faked reports of bomb scares, carjackings and robberies, and 
officers in distress, according lo an August 20 report in The 
Arizona Republic of Phoenix, Investigators said they also played 
music on emergency channels and harassed police dispatchers. 
"They taunted us for months, saying they wouldn't get caught," the 
newspaper quotes police Sgt Ben Kulina as saying On some 
occasions, police dispatched officers in response to the false calls 


Taken inlo custody and charged were 20-year-old Christopher R 
Johnson, KC7QPJ, and two 16-year-olds, Brad E Shelley, 
KC7JQY, and Joshua D. Cavender, KC7JGH. Johnson and the 
leenagers were charged with interfering with public safety 
frequencies, impersonating a police officer and false reporting. 
Halle said the suspects’ radios, computers and telephones were 
seized, The trio also may face FCC sanctions 

The above items taken from the ARRL Letter 


ey 
/ ~. 


Motz LRAT SN 
oP ¥ a! 


; viene Y 


y , 


Rt nny 
German ‘Twp: 


water tower 


ve 


we 
: te Wey: 


(@3 } 


1S 


“x 
Z, e ae f ry, J 
— Yt \ _ = AEN 0 
if i ak A, te 
‘ Stop sign. Ts 
} 7 e 
/ ‘ ° fe 
/ .\ Y cael 
~! ick a} | ‘ é 
PS te 


Ligh’ | 


| . i 
ellow = Ye 
nae | 


Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 

PO Box 4521 NONPROFIT ORG. 

Evansville, IN 47724 U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 


EVANSVILLE, IN 
PERMIT NO. 3048 


~~ SPARKS 


QW SLE TEA 


BILL & MARILYN COOK 
6400 PFAFFLIN LAKE BLVD. 
NEWBURGH IN 47630-1826 


N\ Wwe See NI 
O AN yee or 
; et icons ‘ 
tl 
erseate Re Com - Oe et 

AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY ow yor ane 

EVANSVI LLE *0° yoP wo 

pn n> : 


wI0G 


S partes 


Vol. L No.12 


THE TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 


DECEMBER 1996 


| know it is hard to believe bul it really is December and we really 
have finished another TARS year. It is traditional to look back and 
| would like to do that for a minute. TARS had a very good year, a 
few of the highlights were: 


January: Ed Folz K9H VJwas the auctioneer for a great auction, 
I'm _ still wondering why | bought some of that stuff! Cliff (Mac) 
McGuyer W9CM started a great series of articles in Sparks which 
recounted the history of TARS since formation on February 6, 
4947. That reminds me next year is our 50" Year, we need to 
make it a great one. We launched the TARS home page on the 
Internet. The page has been accessed almost 1000 times by both 
our members and many who were seeking information on TARS 
and our activities. In case you are interested the new address is: 
http:/Iwww.evansville.net~/tars The TARS Board resolved to 
create more operating activities in 1996. 


February: Jeff Lyons K89GMH put on an excellent talk at our 
regular meeting that lead into planning for weather spotter training. 
Joe Salee proposed and started work on the Freedom Festival 
Special Event Station. 


March: Pam Crasher WBSEAF made a presentation on 
Emergency Service Message Handling at the meeting. Thanks to 
Brian WB9QVR and Joe KBSGMC we had out first TARS 


transmitter hunt in a long time. It was a lol of fun and a number 
others followed. 


April: Bob Pointer’s (N9XAW) talk on the polygraph was 
a big success at the meeting. TARS was honored by the 
American Red Cross at the 1996 Volunteer of the Year 
Ceremony. Of course it wouldn't be April without the Red Cross 
Soccer Tournment. TARS members provided a lot of support to 
tne tournment. Weather Nets were active with a big storm on April 
19. Through the efforts of Hank WSRDJ and others obsolete tubes 
donated by the FAA were turned into $724 of income for the club 


May: We had a good time at the Spring Cookout. Weather 
Spotter training was held on the 13” with 28 TARS members 
attending. 


June: Wasa busy month! We started on the 1 and 2%4 with the 
Freedom Festival Special Event station operation from the Red 
Cross building. Almost 400 contacts were made by 18 TARS 
operators. A transmitter hunt was held on the 8”. Field Day 
{ollowed on the 22" and 23" at USI. Little did we know that our 
effort was going to be rewarded by First Place in the 3A Battery 
classification, We did it just for the great fun and experience. On 
tne 29" we provided the Freedom Festival Parade with 
communication support. The June program was presented by Bill 
K4LRX on the benefits of ARRL membership 


July: The first activity was the Lighted Boat Parade, This didn't 
amount to much but TARS was there to help. A transmitter hunt 
was held on the 6". The regular meeting program by Brian 
‘NB9QVR was a demonstration of the Internet. On the 29" Al 
W9UMS and Charlie NSGWS headed up a group helping provide 
communication for Drums on the Ohio. It was announced that 
Blanche Elpers KAQEIV was named Indiana Amateur of the Year 


August: Was a quiet month for TARS 


September: The program was presented by the Search and 
Rescue Dog group and was very interesting. Technician Classes 
were started on the 14". 


October: We had a great cook out meeting at Norm and 
Joanne’s place. The Great Pumpkin Metric bike ride was on the 
6", the West Side Nut Club Parade on the 12", the JOTA activity 
on the 19" and the Haunted Hay Ride” at Wesselman Park on the 
25" and 26". David Bottomley KBSOKB did a great job of 
improving the TARS Web Page. 


November: The program was a presentation by Bob Pointer on 
radio controlled aircraft modeling 


December: = TARS members helped with the Henderson 
Christmas Parade on the 7”. Annual Christmas party on the 12". 


As you can see it has been a busy year and TARS needs to take a 
lot of pride in the many community activities that we have 
supported. As your president, | am very proud of all that we have 
accomplished. | can not thank all of you who have pitched in to 
help and make my job easier enough. A couple people who | 
couldn't have done without are Terry Brooks AASMM and Charlie 
Apfelstadi N9GWS. Terry was always ready to take over and 
handle things when | was away and worked io arrange the meeting 
programs, plus taking care of lots of details that are necessary to 
make the meeting happen. Charlie did another outstanding job of 
arranging many of the community suppor activities. 


As the Sparks Editor | have to thank all who contributed articles. 
The regulars consisted of John W9FHA, Bill K4LRX, Hal WBOFNN 
and Norm W9AU, Joe KB9GMC and Mac WSCM. 'll be turning 
over the Editor responsibilities to Bill K4LRX. Please suppor him 
in this effort. Sparks editor is one of the most demanding jobs in 
the club 


As we look back on the year, we are saddened by the loss of three 
active long time members of TARS. Al Scho ettlin W9UMS, Jim 
Shoptaugh KASKRE, and Hank Galbraith W9RDJ. We will al! miss 
them very much. They represented the best of Amateur Radio. 


| hope you are planing to attend the TARS CHRISTMAS PARTY. 
It will be at 6pm at the Crazy Tomato on December 12" , our 
regular meeting night. The location is at the Goodwill building on 
Green River Rd. Costs will be the same as last year. $5 per 
person limited to a member and guest. Additional guests at $8 per 
person. Pay our Treasurer Greg or send your checks payable to 
“Tri-State Amateur Radio Society” to the TARS address (on the 
cover of Sparks). It is very important for us to know the number of 
people to expect. So if you plan to attend and have not paid 
PLEASE call Greg at 422 8459 asap so that we can have the right 
amount of food. 


If you have not already done so, il is time to renew your TARS 
membership. See Greg or mail your dues to the TARS address 


As | leave office | want to thank all of you for your support, and 
friendship. TARS is a fine organization that has a 50 year tradition 
of serving our hobby and this community. Please carry that 
tradition into the future. ....Now I'm going to take a rest! 
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Hank Galbraith WSRDJ 
| an sorry to report TARS 
lost another of our long 
standing members, Hank 
Galbraith, last month. 
Hank did much to support 
TARS and was always 
ready to help with a TARS 
project, We will all miss 
Hank at our meetings and 
at the area Hamfests, 
which he so much enjoyed 
attending. 

The following article 
appeared in the Evansville 
Courier 

Henry Galbraith, 74, of 
Evansville, died at 8:20 
a.m. Wednesday 
November 27" at home. 
He retired in 1984 after 40 
years aS an equipment 
maintenance and 
installation technician at 
AT&T. He was a World War II veteran with service in the Seabees 
and the 1st Air Commandos, He was a member of the British Old 
Comrades Association, Tri-State Amateur Radio Society and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1114. 

Surviving are two daughters, Oeborah and Henrietta Sutton, both 
of Evansville; three sons, William Arthur Galbraith of Providence, 
Ky., and George Edward Galbraith and William "Pat" Bryant, both 
of Evansville; 13 grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. 

His wife, Evelyn V., died in 1994. 

Services were at 10 a.m. Saturday at Boone Funeral Home 5330 
Washington Ave., the Rev. James Dwiggins officiating, with burial 
in Sunset Memorial Park Cemetery 

Memorial contributions could be made to the American Cancer 
Society. 


Two Other Silent Keys: 


Willard D. Riney, K9QT, 80, 1400 Terrace Ave., passed away 
October 20, 1996. He retired in 1980 as an inspector after 39 
years with the Evansville Police Dept., most of that time in radio 
communications. Willard attended a meeting on February 6, 1947 
te discuss organizing a radio club. The outcome was, eventually, 
the Tri-State Amateur Radio Society, Inc. in the earlier years 
Willard held various offices in the club, Expressions of sympathy 
were sent to his wife, Glenne. 


Robert A. Wilson, WSGFO, &5, Salem, IN passed away November 
6, 1896. While in Evansville he worked at Radio Station WEOA. 
He retired in 1975 from WAVE-TV in Louisville, KY. Bob, also 
attended the February 6, 1947 meeting to discuss forming a radio 
club, the start of the present Tri-State Amateur Radio Society, inc. 
Bob was the uncle of Vaughn Wilson, K9TJM, who recently 
enrolled him as a member of TARS so that Bob could receive 
SPARKS and keep up with activities in the club. Expressions of 
sympathy were sent to his wife, Mary. 


We will miss these area hams and extend out sympathy to their 
families. 


Thanks! 

A Very Special Thanks to the following persons who helped with 
the line-up of the annual Henderson Christmas Parade on 
Saturday, December 7”.Nick NOWYG, Ken NSYAH, Skip 
KB9LRX, Randy NSYAI, Willie WD9FHA, Beverly KBSPAE, Dan 
KEOGNI and me NSGWS. 


The Weather and the post parade party were great, the pre- 
planning was not! : , 
George Price, N4GYT really wants me to thank you, because he 
needed every one of you. 


tux somuch (Charlie nocws 


PS Beverly, KB9PAE received her license in Saturday’s mail. 


5 TARS Board Meeting 7pm at the Red Cross 

12 TARS Christmas Party - 6 pm - Crazy Tomato 

December Birthdays 2 Gene KBSLXT, 2 Doc K4KSI, 4 Robert 
WSGFO, 5 Terry N9XXH, 10 Ron KFSRR, 11 Gary KASECY 

12 Herb KB9MZH, 13 Bill WBOPLR, 14 Wilmer WB3KSY, 

16 Dan NSAPA, 17 Matt KBSMXL, 17 Elvin WBSVSQ 

30 Tom WAOQOTU 


RACES 


| hope not too many people are thrown off balance by my new call 
sign. It's a contesting/DXing thing—WS9AU is a lot easier and 
quicker to say phonetically (and on CW) than AASCG. In fact, | 
tried out several call signs with speech processor cranked up into a 
dummy load to see what phonetics hold the most power for my 
voice characteristics. Of course, | just plain liked certain call signs 
and not others, so that played a role, too. The FCC application 
allows 25 choices, so | listed my top 25. Apparently over 5,000 
applications were filed on the first day that Gate 2 of the vanity 
program was open. ! guess it was a good idea to send my 
application by next-day mail, because | got my 3% choice; some 
people didn’t get any on their list! I've had five previous call signs, 
sO it’s not like | had any sort of attachment to the old one. 


Now, down to business. It is December already and we are still 
working to finish setting up the RACES station at the Evansville- 
Vanderburgh County EMA office. The tower is up, but the 
antennas are waiting to be installed and hooked up. The RACES 
drill has been postponed until the job is completed, since one of 
the objectives of the drill is to put the station through its paces to 
make sure it has the intended functionality. Mark January 18, 1997 
on your calendar (a Saturday), and this time we'll try to stick to that 
date. Expect the drill to begin in late morning, like about 10:00 am, 
and run 2-3 hours. I'll provide more precise times later. 


The EOC (Emergency Operations Center) RACES station will have 
one radio dedicated to the 2 meter band, and another with dual 
band (2 meters and 440 MHz) capability, feeding separate 
antennas. Thus, even though we might also be using 440, we will 
always be able to transmit on 2 meters, or two stations could 
operate on 2 meters simultaneously. There will alsc be a HF/6 
meter rig that will be able to communicate directly with the state 
EMA headquarters in Indianapolis on 80 meters, as well as round 
out our coverage of all heavily-used amateur frequencies. In 
addition, the EOC station will include radios and antennas for 155 
and 800 MHz. A TNC and computer provides packet capability. 


During an emergency at least two amateur operators would be 
present at all times at the EOC station. Those interested in 
operating from the EOC station will have an opportunity to do so as 
RACES drills are held (let me know if you do). Typically, during an 
emergency, a request for equipment, supplies, services, or 
personnel at a certain site will be made by civil 
defense/EMA/police/medical officials in the field, using RACES 
communications. The request will be processed at the EOC, and a 
reply sent back to the originating RACES station in the field, 
apprising the officials who made the request of its status—in 
particular when and how the request will be met. In our January 
drill, a disaster scenario will be formulated, with appropriate 
example requests to be made by participating stations. EOC 


personnel will process the requests, and transmit responses back 
io the originating station. The “script” may include situations where 
not everything goes smoothly. STAY TUNED! When all of the 
emergency business has been handled as well as it can be, the 
drill be over. Hope you can join in. 


73, Wor W9AU 


QRP News 


Merry Christmas! This is the time of the year when the kids get 
excited and when Dad hates to see the bills come in. And of 
course, Mom is busy in the kitchen. It is also the time to reflect on 
how fortunate we are to live in a land at peace and of plenty. 


This week | had a phone call from Etta Porter (KB9LXQ/HH4). 
Some of you may remember Etta from last year when she 
graduated from one of the club sponsored amateur license 
classes, She departed for Haiti before she ever had a chance to 
turn on a radio, She is associated with Cullen Avenue Christian 
Church and went to Haiti to establish a full time mission for the 
Haitians. Etta is able to supply some of their spiritual needs and 
help them with medical problems. She had to learn Creo and to 
live without running water and electricity. She had chickens 
running through her hut, outdoor plumbing and tarantulas in her 
bedroom. 1 was able to get a station donated for her use by the 
widow of Dr. Whetstone and | traded it for an Icom 725. Someone 
alse fixed her up with a solar supply and she was ready to start her 
fadio adventure. She makes 75 meter SSB contacts with other 
missionaries on the island and has a 20 meter stateside schedule. 
A group of hams that assist missionaries in that part of the world 
would like to give her an Email path. To do that, Etta needs a G- 
TOR capable terminal node controller (TNC). She has the 
computer and a radio capable of meeting her needs. Imagine how 
this would open up her communications world. She could 
communicate directly with doctors, friends, and relatives for 
advice, support and logistic needs. At the present time her mail 
goes to Florida, where it is picked up by an air service and flown to 
Port au Prince several times a month. From there, it is carried by 
whatever means available, to her location some 80 rough miles 
away, Needless to say, mail is not delivered on a regular basis. A 
S-TOR/Email connection would be a dramatic improvement! | will 
be asking the club and its members to donate part of 
approximately $425 to cover the cost of the TNC, cabling etc.. 
Can | count on your support in this endeavor? 


One of the QRP clubs (NorCal) has developed a very small 
‘transceiver kit wilh many features that will sell for under $50. If 
there is enough interest, | will coordinate a group buy of the kits 
and offer a supervised group building effort. We could probably 
complete the rig in one afternoon, in my workshop, with most of 
the tools furnished. Sound interesting? The kits should be 
available in February so we have some time to scrape together the 
money and talk about it. They plan to initially offer 200 kits. This 
club does several kit projects each year and the good ones sell out 
fast. We should be ready to order, with money in hand, sometime 
in January. If you want more information, check out the Norcal 
web site and look at the SST project or give me a call. 


Have you noticed that the bands seem to be improving? | haven't 
checked with WWV but my log shows some DX contacts and more 
20 meter contacts. Hopefully we will have good conditions for the 
QRP Holiday Spirits Homebrew Contest on December ist. The 
contest only lasts for 4 hours and | may try it from the mobile using 
my OHR QRP Classic rig. Last year | took first place in Indiana. 
That is the nice thing about QRP contests. It does not take a big 
expensive rig to be competitive. And if you live in a state where 
there are not many entries, you can be the top dog 


Merry Christmas and | am looking forward to seeing you at the 


TARS party. 72 Gotu 


That First Rig! 


For the last few years | have been trying to find a slightly used, 
somewhat dented, yet in reasonably good condition my first, very 
first rig | used when | was licensed in 1956. Forty years ago this 
coming November | made my first contact over amateur radio, and 
the rest of course is history as most of you know. 


W9FHA 


So why am | looking for my first rig, call me nostalgic, a 
sentimental old fool if you will, but that first rig was something 
special to this old man. It was only a thirty watt transmitter using a 
single 6L6 in the final, a GAG7 as an oscillator tube, and a 5U4 
rectifier. But, with this little transmitter in my first year of amateur 
radio | managed to rack up thirly seven states, and several 
Canadian provinces, using 80 meters and only the novice sections 
of the bands. 


The stories | could tell you about this first year would fill a book 
alone, yet | made those wonderful ham experiences , the far 
distant Californian station, my first contact to the extreme 
northwest one cold December night, my hands shaking so badly | 
could hardly send one dit or dah correctly. 


The feeling of sheer power of breaking international barriers with 
my first Canadian contact, and the some what heartbreak of not 
being able to work all forty eight states in my Novice year! That is 
right | said forty eight states, Alaska and Hawaii had not been 
admitted to the union in 56, they were then U.S. Possessions. The 
different antennas that | used during my first year, a long wire, 
coat hanger, bed springs, zepp, and finally a doublet, made life 
that first year real interesting, 


What was this little transmitter? Well it was Heathkits entry in to 
the amateur radio transmitter line, it was the Heathkit AT-1, and it 
sold for a meager $29.95 that's one nickel shy of 30 bucks my 
friends, now that was a lot of money in 56, and it was a lot of 
money for a young lad of 15 years of age! 


| am glad | saved my pennies, got my first rig, made many 
hundreds of contacts my first year on the air, enjoyed ham radio, 
and above all made some magic memories, which | will treasure 
forever. | traded the little Heathkit in on a larger rig, a Johnson 
Viking Valiant, that had 200 watts of Amplitude Modulated muscle, 
and about 300 watts on the cw mode. | never knew what happened 
to the little Heathkit, but being the old nostalgic person | am, | now 
am trying to find one working or not. Yes, | want to place this work 
of art in my shack, tell others about the first rig | ever used, and on 
those nights when the bands are dead, gaze upon this little 
wondrous assortment of electronic parts and recall that wonderful 
first year of amateur radio, Have a good holiday season, and there 
is more to come 97! 


Keep The Spirit! Skl K4LRX 


CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER: 


This past Salurday the 23' we had several new hams join our 
ranks, Nancy PatfowJack Kasey, Beverly Wilson, all passed their 
no code Tech. exams. John Passed 5 wpm for a Tech plus and 
all will have their call letters soon! Way to go people, some new 
voices on the air! Ryan Taulbee passed Element 2, and Richard 
Schaefer KB9EIN passed 13 WPM. Kudos and thanks to Terry 
Brooks, and the Evansville Police Department for letting us use 
their FOP lodge, since the Red cross Center was full this past 
Saturday, 


OFFICERS: 
PRESIDENT Bill Cook- KSLPS 853-5806 
VICE PRESIDENT Terry Brooks - AAQMM 421-9135 
SECRETARY Brian Esche (temp) - WB9QVR 473-5602 
TREASURER Greg McLain - KBSGNL 422-8459 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Gordon Conley - WR9OW 479-7391 
Nick Harlan - NSWYG 853-6466 
Bill Hilyerd - K4ALRX 502-826-2687 
John McCormick - N9XXK 424-6364 
Joe Salee - KB9GMC 479-7302 
Dan Weil - KB9GNI 867-3098 


Sparks is Published monthly and is the newsletter of the 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
P.O.BOX 4521, Evansville, IN 47724 


Editor's address: Bill Cook 
6400 Pfafflin Lake Blvd.,Newburgh IN 47630 
Phone 812 853 5806 (also FAX) 
Email: wcook@evansville.net 
Submissions needed by the last Thursday of Month 
TARS Internet: http:/Avww.evansville.net/~tars 


TREASURER’S NOVEMBER REPORT 


Balance November 1 5566.93 
Refreshments November (76.14) 
Interest October 8.76 
Interest November 9.91 
Membership Dues 702,00 
Christmas Party Member reservations 155.00 
ARRL membership processing 2.00 
Sparks Postage Deposit (70.00) 
Insurance (328.00) 
Bereavement (40.00) 
Closing Balance Dec.1 5930.46) 


Notes from the November Meeting 


The new officers for TARS are as follows, as elected by the 
membership: 


President: Keith Phillips 

Vice president: Terry Brooks 
Secretary: Norm King 

Treasurer: Joanne Alexandrovich 
Board members: Dave Vogel, 
Apfelstadt 


Wayne Wilsbacher, Charlie 


There was mention by Blanche that there was a query on the net 
concerning advertising rates in Sparks. She had to go back 
through old issues of Sparks to determine advertising rates which 
were set in the 1980's. Her concern was that the Board needed to 
set rates al the first meeting of the year. Bob Pointer gave a 
presentation about radio controlled aircraft modeling which was 
very interesting. 


Submitted by Joe Salee 

EL AAT LL LE TL EL IED 
December Board Meeting 

A new vacancy on the Board was created by John McCormick 
NSXXK needing to resign because of increased business travel 
which will prevent him from attending meetings. Also Terry Brooks 
indicated he would not be able to serve as Vice President. The 
positions were discussed and Charlie N9GWS agreed to fill the VP 
position and Nick Harlan agreed to serve in a board member's 


position vacated by John McCormick. These nominations will be 
brought to the December general meeting. 


Freedom Festival Special Event Certificates are with Joe Salee 
and he will be arranging a working meeting to prepare them for 
mailing during the Christmas holidays. 


The January meeting will be the Auction as in the past. 


The treasurer reported the 40 reservations were received for the 
Christmas Party 

SSS eT SSS 
The following are excerpts from a recent edition of Bill 
K4LRX's Electronic News Letter 


QCWA CHAPTER WANTED IN THIS AREA: 


The Quarter Century Wireless Association is an organization for 
radio amateurs that have been licensed for at least twenty five 
years, or were licensed twenty five years ago. Being licensed 
continuously is not a requirement, so if you had a license, let it 
lapse, and you had this license at least twenty five years ago you 
are eligible for membership. Proof of course is required, it may be 
the call book listing, your old license, qsl cards from your beginning 
years, or a voucher from the commission. In any event proof must 
be given that you have been, or had been licensed twenty five 
years ago. Chapters are formed with at least ten members of the 
QCWA, from the Tri state area, if you are interested in forming a 
chapter, and you are an old timer, let me know, and pass the word 
to others that may be interested 


MIR MOVING: 


In a surprise move MIR has qsyed its operation to 145,200 mhz. so 
if you are looking for it on 145,550 you will not find it. Seems like a 
few ebjections to the presence of MIR on this frequency won the 
argument. Of course the new frequency is an output of a repeater 
used greatly in southern California mountain top installations. 
Seems to me that we were in better shape where they were with 
less fuss and bother! Ours is not to reason why! 


AEA SELLING OUT: 


AEA which has been in business for years has decided to quit the 
ham radio business. If you have tried to reach them for orders you 
will find the telephone answering machine instructs you that no 
further orders are being taken, and if you know the extension of the 
person you want, dial it now! 


One big reason for the demise of this company, and a good one for 
all these years is the No Code Tech license. It seems that 
company officials have felt that the No Code license has not 
generated enough interest in ham radio in general. Most no code 
Techs buy nothing more then a $200.00 or $ 300.00 Handi Talkie 
and never care a thing about working other hams in distant places. 
. They seem to be scared of HF. and have no incentive to upgrade 
in order to use these frequencies, instead they are content to sit on 
the same repeater, and communicate with the same people night 
after night! Packet has failed to generate much interest, since it is 
limited to the agonizingly slow rate of 1200 baud. Internet speeds 
even at their slowest rates of 14.4 kbs can out perform the packel 
station, and more information in general can be had. It is for this 
reason that | have urged all you newcomers to ham radio, do 
something with that ticket you gol! Investigate all possible avenues 
of ham radio, and find the area you like the best. Do not limit 
yourself to one repeater, calling home on the auto patch, or talking 
to the same people every night, branch out , enjoy, live a little! 


POLICE NET ON THE AIR: 


| have a tidbit of information about a Police Net that is active on 
Sunday morning on 3,762 Kes. Now the hour is what confuses me, 


- oot 


they had listed the time as 1600z, and that is 10 am for everyone 
that is confused. But the propagation on 75 meters this time of day 
is limited. Seems to me it would be more of a benefit to have this 
gathering on 40 meters, longer skip, and more of a daytime band. 
For our Police officers on the line, check it out, the news clip did 
not mention the net control, or from what part of the country this 
net onginates! fs 


AUTO PATCHES GOOD OR BAD: 


| read an article the other day on two meter auto patches and the 
feelings of many radio clubs were compiled for an opinion on this 
subject. After reading this article | was able to form my own 
opinion, as if | had not already expressed one. Most auto patch 
calls are trivial, “Honey pick up the kids, bring home a loaf of bread 
and a gallon of milk"! For the most part emergency calls are few 
and far between, and we are grateful for that. 


However, is the auto patch necessary for this type of phone call? In 
addition are we as operators obliged to give up the repeater so 
some one can make a trivial phone call? My feelings on this is no! 
! feel a phone call to home for such non important conversation is 
not polite to other amateurs with an established qso, and in- depth 
conversation taking place on the repeater. 


!f a real emergency exists then by all means get the auto patch 
line, but the fact that you want to make a quick phone call when 
you are less then five minutes from home is ludicrous! It is even 
more of a waste of effort that the highlight of your operation is you 
call home on the auto patch once a week, and talk to no one else. 
Yes this is a use for ham radio, but there is so much more to do on 
the ham bands, why not explore this to its fullest? There are 
however, some guidelines and rules to follow when using the auto 
patch, use common sense, it is not your personnel line, and it may 
not be used for business! Identify properly, announce your 
intentions to use the auto patch, and do not interrupt a qso in 
progress just to make an unimportant call! Your auto patch carries 
no greater importance on the repeater then the exchange of the 
weather information when it is a clear day. 


Some calls you make may produce background music, at this time 
kill the patch, the rules forbid the transmissions of music by 
amateur radio stations. | had one operator that was so scared of 
the wrath of the commission because he used the patch, and the 
party he called put him on hold, there was elevator music being 
played to entertain the caller! The right action was taken, the patch 
was killed, the point being you are in control of the system, and the 
airing of background music on the telephone line retransmitted on 
the air is a big no no! Use the auto patch with common sense, car 
trouble, AAA help, emergency use, 911, car accidents, road 
nazards, police assistance, are all good uses of the auto patch 
system. To be quite honest, | use the auto patch very little, we did 
have one on the 49 repeater in Henderson, it has been out of 
commission for some time. | do not miss it! | very seldom use the 
79 patch, | can count the times on one hand that | have in the last 
three years, once the newness has worn off by recently licensed 
hams, they too will find it is not necessary to call home every day 
with nothing of any great importance. 


ARRL SEEKS DELAY ON RF SAFETY RULES: 


This is about the first statement of this RF safety nonsense that 
has made any sense al all! The League has asked the 
commission to delay the new rules until January 1, 1998, someone 
nas come to the conclusion no one knows just yet whal we as 
radio amateurs are supposed to do for this non existent hazard. 
With the time clock ticking, and everyone wondering, this is the 
only logical solution till someone at the commission can get their 
act together and publish something that makes sense to all parties 
concerned.. | have checked the ARRL web page, the FCC web 
page, and the FCC compliance page, and have yet to find the 
‘famous bulletin #65. If it is not on the web, it is not happening boys 
and girls, and | have checked everyday for some bit of information 


on this bulletin. This is supposed to be the mother of the bulletins, 
this is the number one source of what we are to do about RF 
safety for radio amateurs, now of course the big question remains, 
where is it? 


Perhaps the commission could sponsor a contest, call it the Find 
Bulletin #65 contest, and win a 65 day grace period from the new 
When | get some info, | will be 
glad to share it with you, but until that time, whenever, 97,98, or 
into the next century we will just have to wait. OUR 
GOVERNMENT IS HARD AT WORK! RIGHT! 


HAS LITTLE LEO GONE AWAY: 


The proponents of this fiasco have not backed off, but they have 
not submitted any solid plan for sharing the bands with radio 
amateurs. IWG plans were due on the 15" of November, and with 
the clock ticking again it looks promising that we may have 
succeeded in getting our point across to them. If you have not 
voiced your opinion on this matter, get busy, write some letters, get 
on your computer, do not sit on your duff, make some noise! | have 
the address in my files for E mail to this group, if you need it refer 
to a past edition of Newsinfo, if you do not have it, | will be glad to 
send it to you!. Dave Sumner K1ZZ has stated that although, the 
lions have retreated a little, they may be regrouping for another 
strike, “It Ain't over till it’s over”! 


ARRL PETITIONS FCC TO CHANGE RULES FOR RACES: 


RACES, The radio amateur Civil Emergency Service has always 
had some strict rules for their group, and if your station is not a 
member of this group, you could not communicate with them while 
they were in a practice drill, or involved in a full blown emergency 
situation. Only members of the RACES were allowed to 
communicate with other RACES groups, and existed for one 
purpose that was emergency operations. The petition would allow 
any amateur station, RACES members or not, to communicate 
with a RACES operation in a drill, or emergency. This seems like a 
logical approach to a problem, and of course with the laxity of 
enforcement with everything else, how could they enforce this 
anyway? 


WEVV-TV OFF THE AIR FOR 24 HOURS: 


As most of you know | work in the engineering department of 
WEVV-TV, | had envisioned a day off, putting my feet up, and 
maybe working a little DX on twenty meters. That is the way | had it 
planned, it was not to be! 


Wednesday evening about 8:30 PM the transmitter went down in 
thunderous thump and a cloud of dust. Three rectifier stacks out of 
six used decided this was the night they were going to go to 
rectifier heaven! Now if you have never seen 20,000 volts arc 
across a six hundred amp breaker for a few seconds, “You Ain't 
seen nothing yet!” Emergency parts were called for at this time, but 
No flights in to Evansville till 6 PM on Thanksgiving day. If you 
watched My Fair Lady, you noticed that we joined the move a little 
late. 


1 was just getting the last few parts installed around 7:30 Pm. | did 
not have much of a Thanksgiving folks, but that is part of my job, 
hope you had a good day, sorry about you missing your favorite 
shows 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AUD HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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